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Gathering 

Prelude

Welcome

Psalm 51:1-13 (Responsively) 

1 Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love! Wipe away 
my wrongdoings according to your great compassion!

2 Wash me completely clean of my guilt; purify me from my sin! 

3 Because I know my wrongdoings, my sin is always right in front of 
me.

4 I’ve sinned against you—you alone. I’ve committed evil in your 
sight. That’s why you are justified when you render your 
verdict, completely  correct when you issue your judgment.

5 Yes, I was born in guilt, in sin, from the moment my mother 
conceived me.

6 And yes, you want truth in the most hidden places; you teach 
me wisdom in the most secret space. 

7 Purify me with hyssop and I will be clean; wash me and I will be 
whiter than snow.
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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minster
A: indicates the Assisting Minister

Welcome to Ash Wednesday worship at Rejoice Fellowship. We are so glad you’re here, wherever 
you physically are. Ash Wednesday marks a turning point in the church calendar. While we have just 
finished the season of Epiphany, we now pivot to the season of Lent. Lent is a 40-day journey 
leading up to Easter. And in this before-time, we focus on repentance, or returning to God, 
understanding that we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. Ash Wednesday begins 
this season of repentance with a remembrance of our mortality coupled with the promises of our 
baptism. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of 
salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and 
justice in the world.  

A note about communion—we will be celebrating Holy Communion this evening. We invite you to 
gather a piece of bread and wine or juice before worship begins. After the Invitation to 
Communion, all can consume the elements and receive the blessed sacrament together, even if 
apart.



8 Let me hear joy and celebration again; let the bones you 
crushed rejoice once more. 

9 Hide your face from my sins; wipe away all my guilty deeds! 

10 Create a clean heart for me, God; put a new, faithful spirit 
deep inside me! 

11 Please don’t throw me out of your presence; please don’t take your 
holy spirit away from me. 

12 Return the joy of your salvation to me and sustain me with a 
willing spirit. 

13 Then I will teach wrongdoers your ways, and sinners will come back 
to you. 

Gathering Song  “Change My Heart O God” 
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Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you. 

Prayer of the day

P: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you 
forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, 
so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all 
mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. C: Amen. 
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 Word 
Word of The Day Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

Homily Pastor Maddie Tallman
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[Jesus said:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to
be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in
heaven.

2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may
be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.

5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love
to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast,
put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.”

Musical Meditation "Ashes"



6 

Invitation to Lent 

P: Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of 
remembering Jesus’ Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is 
renew ed.  

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and 
for God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communication with 
God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our 
sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that 
we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.  

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil 
and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite 
you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent-self-examination and repentance, 
prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love-strengthened by the 
gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these 
forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins.  

P: Most holy and merciful God, 
C: we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole 
company of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own 
fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

P: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others 
as we have been forgiven. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

P: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have 
not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

P: Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that 
have infected our lives, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 
people, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 



P: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith 
that is in us, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

P: Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice 
and cruelty, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

P: Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, 
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess 
to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

P: Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for 
those who come after us, we confess to you. 
C: Have mercy on us, O God. 

P: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

People may gather some water in a small container.

P: Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust and water of the earth. 
May the dust of the air and that which settles around us be a sign of our 
mortality and penitence, and this water here be a sign of our birth in you, 
reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given 
eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  C: Amen. 

P: Our baptism teaches us that with the rising of the sun of each new day, 
our old self dies and a new person is to come forth and rise up to live before 
God. May the dust of the air remind us that we are but mortal beings, and 
yet may the water that courses through our bones, water that is older than 
any living being, remind us that God's promises are eternal. C: Amen.

P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

P: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

P: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life.  C: Amen. 

You are invited to dip our fingers in your water and make the sign of the cross on 
your forehead.
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 Meal 

Offering of Our Gi fts and Ti thes 

Offertory Pr ayer

A: Let us pray. Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you 
meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this 
meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.

Gr eat Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the 
one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Thanksgiving at the Table
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Pr ayers of the People

A: Eternal God, C: receive our prayer.



The Lord’s Prayer

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Invit ati on to Communion 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

At this time, you are invited to consume your own bread and wine and/or 
juice, in participation with this blessed sacrament. With boldness and 

confidence we trust that the real presence of Christ can transcend our human 
barriers. 
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Prayer after Communion
A: God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for 
the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear 
witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself.
Come to this meal and be fed.



 Sending 

Blessing

P: Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, 
speaking, spoken, and inspiring, ☩ bless you, unbind you, and send you 
in love and in peace. C: Amen. 

Sending Song "Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil"

Dismissal

A: Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
C: We give our thanks to God. 
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