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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able

Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.

Please note that currently we are asking everyone to wear a mask during worship, out of an
abundance of love, respect and concern for those who are unvaccinated, especially our
children. Thank you.

✠Gathering ✠
PRELUDE

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

P: A teenage girl, not yet married, was invited—
C: to carry Christ into this world.
P: An ordinary carpenter, a worker among the people, was invited—
C: to be a father to a child unlike any other.
P: The shepherds were invited—
C: outcast and isolated, they were included at the manger.
P: The Magi were invited—
C: foreigners and seekers, they were included at the manger.
P: And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited—
C: then we can trust that we are invited too.
P: This story is for us and the whole world.
C: This love is for us and the whole world.
P: Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home.
C: Amen.
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*GATHERING HYMN O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY

1: In God’s house, there is hope—for God loves us too much to let bad days be all there is.
Light the candle of hope.
2: In God’s house, there is peace—for nothing could ever separate us from God’s love.
Light the candle of peace.
1: In God’s house, there is joy—because God created music, and ice cream, and dancing,
and laughter, and peek-a-boos with babies. And if those things have God’s fingerprints,
then God’s house surely radiates joy.
Light the candle of joy.
2: In God’s house, there is love—because God is love, from start to finish, and that love
exists for us all.

3



Light the candle of love.
1: And in the center of our hope,
2: In the center of our peace,
1: In the center of our joy,
2: In the center of our love, is God—who came to this earth to live among us.
1: So tonight we light the center candle in our wreath, for God’s love just could not stay
away.
2: Welcome home. Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN AWAY IN A MANGER

CALL TO CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Let us pray together now. . .

Silence is kept for reflection.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

P: Holy God,
C: You throw open the door and invite us into relationship, day in and day out.
However, instead of running toward you, we dip our toes in the water of this faith.
We hold our breath. We play it safe. We struggle to believe that a love so
unfettered, so unfiltered, could be for us. As a result, we often deny this worth for
ourselves and others. Forgive us for ignoring your invitation to be the people you
call us to be. Forgive us for the ways in which we hold back from deeper
connection to you or withhold your radical love from others. Open our ears to not
only hear your invitation, but to trust that this good news exists even for us.
Gratefully we pray, amen.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

P: Family of faith, even when we fail to trust God’s love, and even when we fail to love
others as we should, God still loves us. That door never closes. So hear and believe this
good news:
C: God invites us into a life of faith. God loves us through every season of life. God
forgives us when we lose our way and invites us deeper every step of the way. We
are loved, invited, claimed, celebrated, and forgiven. Thanks be to God!

You are invited to stand.
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*GATHERING HYMN HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

P: Holy God, we’ve heard this story a million times or maybe for the first time
tonight—Mary and Joseph, the angels, the shepherds. We’ve heard it a million times, or
maybe never at all, but we want to hear it fresh. So move among us. Circle back. Draw
close. Crack open our hearts and fill them with your goodness. Help us to hear what it is
you might be saying to us with curiosity, joy, and hope. This is an invitation. Come be here
with us. Gratefully we pray,
C: Amen.

You are invited to sit.
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✠ Word ✠
FIRST READING Psalm 96
We read responsively by verse.

Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord, all the earth!

2Sing to the Lord! Bless his name!
Share the news of his saving work every single day!

3Declare God’s glory among the nations;
declare his wondrous works among all people

4 because the Lord is great and so worthy of praise.
He is awesome beyond all other gods
5 because all the gods of the nations are just idols,

but it is the Lord who created heaven!
6Greatness and grandeur are in front of him;

strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

7Give to the Lord, all families of the nations—
give to the Lord glory and power!

8Give to the Lord the glory due his name!
Bring gifts!
Enter his courtyards!

9Bow down to the Lord in his holy splendor!
Tremble before him, all the earth!

10Tell the nations, “The Lord rules!
Yes, he set the world firmly in place;
it won’t be shaken.
He will judge all people fairly.”

11Let heaven celebrate! Let the earth rejoice!
Let the sea and everything in it roar!

12 Let the countryside and everything in it celebrate!
Then all the trees of the forest too

will shout out joyfully
13 before the Lord because he is coming!
He is coming to establish justice on the earth!

He will establish justice in the world rightly.
He will establish justice among all people fairly.(CEB)

A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE REILLY DILLON

You are invited to stand.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word.
C: Alleluia. I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. Alleluia.

*THE GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be
enrolled in the tax lists. 2This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria.
3Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. 4Since Joseph belonged to David’s house
and family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called
Bethlehem, in Judea. 5He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him
in marriage and who was pregnant. 6While they were there, the time came for Mary to have
her baby. 7She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom.

8Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. 9The Lord’s angel
stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified.

10The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news
for all people. 11Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. 12This is a
sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.”
13Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They
said, 14“Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.”

15When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go right
now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to
us.” 16They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger.
17When they saw this, they reported what they had been told about this child. 18Everyone
who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19Mary committed these things
to memory and considered them carefully. 20The shepherds returned home, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been
told.(CEB)

P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

You are invited to sit.

SERMON PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Following each petition:
A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
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SHARING THE PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.

You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ's peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠Meal ✠
CALL TO OFFERING

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a
few ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) physical
checks/cash can be placed in the plate as you enter our service this morning (please alert
a greeter if you require assistance); 3) electronically by scanning the QR code at right to
visit our donation page; and 4) physical checks/cash can be mailed to our office at 300 W
Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your heart!

PRAYER OF OFFERING

P: Gracious God,
C: Your story is one that forever invites us to be our full selves, to take up space,
to go where we feel called, and to allow this community to feel like home. So use
these gifts to keep building your home here. With gratitude as tall as the ceiling,
we pray. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life… Let us proclaim the mystery of
faith:
C: Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word...Amen.
C: Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you.

If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. If you would
like communion brought to you, please let an usher know.

While our practice is usually to include bread and a cup, we are following the guidance of our
Delaware Maryland Synod ELCA and communing in "one kind," that is, just with bread for now. Our
theological understanding of Holy Communion is that receiving one element, like simply the bread, is
still receiving the entire sacrament. You are welcome to the table.

If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.
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 ✠Sending ✠
*SENDING HYMN SILENT NIGHT

BLESSING

P: As you leave this service, your service begins: Comfort the homesick. Open your doors
to others. Seek sanctuary. Be brave enough to go home by another way. And remember
that here in God’s house, all are welcomed — so come back soon. In the name of our
Foundation — God, Spirit, and Son — go in peace.
C: Amen.

You are invited to stand.
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*SENDING HYMN JOY TO THE WORLD

You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI  11471469 expires 12/31/2022, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 Common English

Bible, copyright © 2012 Images and prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC |
sanctifiedart.org.
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Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!

Date Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter Altar
Preparer

Usher

12/24/21
4:30pm

Reilly Dillon Mike
Fitzcharles

Connie Boatwright Alyce Cohen Tim Cochran

12/24/21
7:30pm

Gale Krol Brian
Hudgins

Debbie Jones and
Belinda
Strothman

Gale Krol Louise Houck

1/2/22 Alyce Cohen Mike
Fitzcharles

Joanne Hudgins Jamee Dillon Kelsey Dillon

Thank you also to our musicians: Jan Brennan, Bob Hudgins, and Tyler Ridenour!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., December 26 Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St. John’s, and on FB Live
Mon., December 27 Office Closed December 27 - January 1
Tues., December 28
Wed., December 29 Youth Group – 7-8:30pm in the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
Thurs., December 30
Fri., December 31
Sat., January 1,
2022

Happy New Year!
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