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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able

Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter. At this time, wearing a face mask is optional, and we
support and encourage anyone who wishes to wear one.

✠Gathering ✠
WELCOME

PRELUDE “GLORIOUS DAY (LIVING HE LOVED ME)” BY MARK HALL AND MICHAEL BLEECKER

ARR. MELODY BOBER

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: In the waters of baptism, we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, and
we are a new creation. For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, who
was, who is, and who is to come.

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: through the
earth, through the city, through every living thing.

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; you opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, and our sin is drowned forever. You open the
gate of righteousness and we pass safely through.

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out. In lush and barren places, you are with us. You have
become our salvation.

Now breathe upon this water and awaken your church once more. Claim us again as your
beloved and holy people. Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb, be honor, glory, praise, and
thanksgiving, now and forever.
C: Amen.

You are invited to stand.
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*GATHERING SONG OPEN UP THE HEAVENS
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*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in
everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠
FIRST READING Revelation 7:9-17
9After this I looked, and there was a great crowd that no one could number. They were from
every nation, tribe, people, and language. They were standing before the throne and before
the Lamb. They wore white robes and held palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out
with a loud voice:

“Victory belongs to our God
who sits on the throne,

and to the Lamb.”

11All the angels stood in a circle around the throne, and around the elders and the four
living creatures. They fell facedown before the throne and worshipped God, 12saying,

“Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving
and honor and power and might

be to our God forever and always. Amen.”

13Then one of the elders said to me, “Who are these people wearing white robes, and where
did they come from?”
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14I said to him, “Sir, you know.”

Then he said to me, “These people have come out of great hardship. They have washed
their robes and made them white in the Lamb’s blood. 15This is the reason they are before
God’s throne. They worship him day and night in his temple, and the one seated on the
throne will shelter them. 16They won’t hunger or thirst anymore. No sun or scorching heat
will beat down on them, 17because the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd
them. He will lead them to the springs of life-giving water, and God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.”(CEB)

A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

You are invited to stand.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word:
C: Alleluia. Jesus says, I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own
know me. Alleluia.

*THE GOSPEL John 10:22-30
P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
22The time came for the Festival of Dedication in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus was
in the temple, walking in the covered porch named for Solomon. 24The Jewish opposition
circled around him and asked, “How long will you test our patience? If you are the Christ,
tell us plainly.”

25Jesus answered, “I have told you, but you don’t believe. The works I do in my Father’s
name testify about me, 26but you don’t believe because you don’t belong to my sheep. 27My
sheep listen to my voice. I know them and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life. They
will never die, and no one will snatch them from my hand. 29My Father, who has given them
to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them from my Father’s hand. 30I and
the Father are one.”(CEB)

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

You are invited to sit.

SERMON PASTOR SCOTT MAXWELL
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HYMN OF THE DAY HE LEADETH ME

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Following each petition:
A: God, in your mercy,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING THE PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.

You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.
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✠ Meal ✠
CALL TO OFFERING REJOICE CHOIR - “STEP BY STEP”

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!

PRAYER OF OFFERING

A: Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your
wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.

COMMUNION MUSIC “AT THE CROSS (LOVE RAN RED)” BY CHRIS TOMLIN

If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Gluten free
wafers are available upon request. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought
to you, please let an usher know.
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If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new
heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as
witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
C:Amen.

 ✠Sending ✠
BLESSING

P: God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

You are invited to stand.

*SENDING HYMN HE IS EXALTED
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You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE “BECAUSE HE LIVES, AMEN” BY MATT MAHER

DISMISSAL

A: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A: Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022 and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/23 Common English

Bible, copyright © 2012

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!

Date Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter Altar
Preparer

Usher

5/15 Alyce Cohen Brian Hudgins Sharon Smith Gale Krol Louise Houck

5/22 Lisa Stokes Teresa Steger Kelsey Dillon Joanna
Heldreth

Kelsey Dillon

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., May 15 Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church

and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Mon., May 16 WELCA – 7pm
Tues., May 17
Wed., May 18 Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
Thurs., May 19
Fri., May 20
Sat., May 21 Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran

Church
Sun., May 22 Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church

and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
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Preaching for the Easter Season
For the season of Easter, we will be going through a rotation of pastors with St John
Lutheran Church, culminating in a combined service on Ascension Sunday!

May 1: Pastor Maddie Tallman

May 8: Pastor Corey Bergman

May 15: Pastor Scott Maxwell

May 22: Pastor Karen Pugatch

May 29: Combined Service in the Sanctuary* at St. John

*To get to the Sanctuary, take the elevator to the second floor, turn right, enter the room at
the end of the hall, turn right, go through the dark brown double doors, go past the Chapel,
and go through a second set of dark brown double doors. The entrance to the Sanctuary
will be on the left.
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