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John   15:1-8   

Fifth   Sunday   of   Easter   
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C :   indicates   spoken   responses   by   the   congregation   
P:   indicates   the   Presiding   Minister   
A:   indicates   the   Assisting   Minister   
  

Welcome   to   worship   at   Rejoice   Fellowship!   We   are   excited   to   be   worshiping   both   outside   in   
our   parking   lot   and   also   online   through   Facebook   Live.   If   you   are   joining   us   in   the   parking   

lot,   we   ask   that   you   observe   the   safety   protocols we've   set   in   place.   If   you   have   any   
questions,   please   ask   a   greeter.   And   we   thank   you   for   understanding   as   we   live   into   our   call   

to   love   and   serve   each   other,   worshiping   God   in   new   and   creative   ways.    
  

We   are   celebrating   Holy   Communion   this   morning!   As   best   as   we   can   remember,   we   are   
bringing   our   own   communion   bread   and   juice   for   the   time   being.   If   you   are   in   the   parking   
lot   and   do   not   have   anything,   please   alert   a   greeter.   If   you   are   worshiping   with   us   online,   
we   invite   you   to   similarly   gather   a   piece   of   bread   and   wine   or   juice   before   worship   beings.   
After   the   Invitation   to   Communion,   all   can   consume   the   elements   and   receive   the   blessed   
sacrament   together,   even   if   apart.   We   believe   that   this   is   the   Lord’s   Table—even   if   it’s   in   

your   home—and   so   everyone   is   invited   to   participate.   
  

✠     Gathering     ✠   
  

P RELUDE   
  

W ELCOME   
  

A:   Christ   is   Risen!   
C:   He   is   Risen   indeed.   Alleluia!    
A:   The   stone   is   rolled   away.   
C:   Alleluia,   Alleluia!    

  
T HANKSGIVING     FOR    B APTISM   
P:   Blessed   be   the   holy   Trinity,    ☩    one   God,   the   fountain   of   living   water,   the   rock   who   gave   us   
birth,   our   life   and   our   salvation.   
C:   Amen.   
P:   In   the   waters   of   baptism,   we   are   joined   to   each   other   and   clothed   with   God’s   mercy   and   
forgiveness.   Let   us   give   thanks   for   the   gift   of   baptism.     
A:   We   give   you   thanks,   O   God,   for   in   the   beginning   you   created   us   in   your   image   and   
placed   us   in   a   well-watered   garden.   In   the   desert,   you   promised   pools   of   water   for   the   
parched,   and   you   gave   us   water   from   the   rock.   When   we   did   not   know   the   way,   you   sent   
the   Good   Shepherd   to   lead   us   to   still   waters.   At   the   cross,   you   washed   us   from   Jesus’   
wounded   side,   and   on   this   day,   you   shower   us   again   with   the   water   of   life.   We   praise   you   
for   your   salvation   through   water,   for   the   water   in   this   font,   and   for   all   water   everywhere.   
Bathe   us   in   your   forgiveness,   grace,   and   love.   Satisfy   all   who   thirst,   and   give   us   the   life   
only   you   can   give.   
P:   To   you   be   given   honor   and   praise   through   Jesus   Christ,   our   living   water,   in   the   unity   of   
the   Holy   Spirit,   now   and   forever.   
C:   Amen.   
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G ATHERING    S ONG                                                                                I   L OVE    Y OU ,   L ORD     

  
  
  

G REETING    
P:   The   grace   of   our   Lord   Jesus   Christ,   the   love   of   God   and   the   communion   of   the   Holy   Spirit   
be   with   you   all.     
C:   And   also   with   you.     
  

P RAYER     OF     THE    D AY     
P:    O   God,   you   give   us   your   Son   as   the   vine   apart   from   whom   we   cannot   live.   Nourish   our   
life   in   his   resurrection,   that   we   may   bear   the   fruit   of   love   and   know   the   fullness   of   your   joy,   
through   Jesus   Christ,   our   Savior   and   Lord,   who   lives   and   reigns   with   you   and   the   Holy   
Spirit,   one   God,   now   and   forever.   
C:   Amen.   
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✠     Word       ✠   
    

F IRST    R EADING                                        Acts   8:26-40   

26 An   angel   of   the   Lord   said   to   Philip,   “Get   up   and   go   towards   the   south   to   the   road   that   
goes   down   from   Jerusalem   to   Gaza.”   (This   is   a   wilderness   road.)    27 So   Philip   got   up   and   
went.   Now   there   was   an   Ethiopian   eunuch,   a   court   official   of   the   Candace,   queen   of   the   
Ethiopians,   in   charge   of   her   entire   treasury.   He   had   come   to   Jerusalem   to   worship    28 and   
was   returning   home;   seated   in   his   chariot,   he   was   reading   the   prophet   Isaiah.    29 Then   the   
Spirit   said   to   Philip,   “Go   over   to   this   chariot   and   join   it.”    30 So   Philip   ran   up   to   it   and   heard   
him   reading   the   prophet   Isaiah.   Philip   asked,   “Do   you   understand   what   you   are   reading?”   
31 the   eunuch   replied,   “How   can   I,   unless   someone   guides   me?”   And   he   invited   Philip   to   get   
in   and   sit   beside   him.    32 Now   the   passage   of   the   scripture   that   he   was   reading   was   this:   
  

“Like   a   sheep   led   to   the   slaughter,   
and   like   a   lamb   silent   before   its   shearer,   
so   he   does   not   open   his   mouth.   
33 In   his   humiliation   justice   was   denied   him.   
Who   can   describe   his   generation?   
For   his   life   is   taken   away   from   the   earth.”   
  

34 The   eunuch   asked   Philip,   “About   whom,   may   I   ask   you,   does   the   prophet   say   this,   about   
himself   or   about   someone   else?”    35 Then   Philip   began   to   speak,   and   starting   with   this   
scripture,   he   proclaimed   to   him   the   good   news   about   Jesus.    36 As   they   were   going   along   the   
road,   they   came   to   some   water;   and   the   eunuch   said,   “Look,   here   is   water!   What   is   to   
prevent   me   from   being   baptized?”    38 He   commanded   the   chariot   to   stop,   and   both   of   them,   
Philip   and   the   eunuch,   went   down   into   the   water,   and   Philip   baptized   him.    39 When   they   
came   up   out   of   the   water,   the   Spirit   of   the   Lord   snatched   Philip   away;   the   eunuch   saw   him   
no   more,   and   went   on   his   way   rejoicing.    40 But   Philip   found   himself   at   Azotus,   and   as   he   was   
passing   through   the   region,   he   proclaimed   the   good   news   to   all   the   towns   until   he   came   to   
Caesarea.   

A:   Word   of   God,   word   of   life.   
C:   Thanks   be   to   God.   
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G OSPEL    A CCLAMATION   
C:   Alleluia.   I   am   the   vine,   you   are   the   branches.   Those   who   abide   in   me   and   I   in   
them   bear   much   fruit.   Alleluia .   
  

T HE    G OSPEL                 John   15:1-8   
P:   The   Holy   Gospel   according   to   John,   the   10th   chapter.   
C:   Glory   to   you,   O   Lord.   

  
           [Jesus   said:]    1 “I   am   the   true   vine,   and   my   Father   is   the   vinegrower.    2 My   Father   
removes   every   branch   in   me   that   bears   no   fruit.   Every   branch   that   bears   fruit   my   Father   
prunes   to   make   it   bear   more   fruit.    3 You   have   already   been   cleansed   by   the   word   that   I   have   
spoken   to   you.    4 Abide   in   me   as   I   abide   in   you.   Just   as   the   branch   cannot   bear   fruit   by   itself  
unless   it   abides   in   the   vine,   neither   can   you   unless   you   abide   in   me.    5 I   am   the   vine,   you   are   
the   branches.   Those   who   abide   in   me   and   I   in   them   bear   much   fruit,   because   apart   from   
me   you   can   do   nothing.    6 Whoever   does   not   abide   in   me   is   thrown   away   like   a   branch   and   
withers;   such   branches   are   gathered,   thrown   into   the   fire,   and   burned.    7 “If   you   abide   in   
me,   and   my   words   abide   in   you,   ask   for   whatever   you   wish,   and   it   will   be   done   for   you.    8 My   
Father   is   glorified   by   this,   that   you   bear   much   fruit   and   become   my   disciples.”   
  

P:   The   Gospel   of   our   Lord.   
C:   Praise   to   you,   O   Christ .   
  

S ERMON                                                                                   P ASTOR    M ADDIE    T ALLMAN   
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S ONG     OF     THE    D AY                                                                                Y OU     ARE     THE    V INE 
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P RAYERS     OF     THE    P EOPLE   
Following   each   petition:   
A:   Hear   us   O   God.   
C:   Your   mercy   is   great.   

  
S HARING     THE    P EACE   
A:   The   peace   of   Christ   be   with   you   all.   
C:   And   also   with   you.   

  

You   are   invited   to   safely   share   a   greeting   of   Christ’s   peace   with   one   another.   
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✠     Meal     ✠ ▪   

  
O FFERING     OF    O UR    G IFTS     AND    T ITHES   
Rejoice   Fellowship   is   blessed   by   your   generosity!   Tithes   and   offerings   can   be   given   in   a   few   ways:   1)   electronically   
by   clicking   here:    https://rb.gy/ryhn0m ;   2)   physical   checks/cash   can   be   placed   in   the   plate   during   this   time   of   offering   
in   our   service;   and   3)   physical   checks/cash   can   be   mailed   to   our   office   at   105   1st   Ave   SW,   Glen   Burnie,   MD   21061.   

Thank   you   for   opening   your   heart!   
  

O FFERING    P RAYER   
A:   God   of   love,   you   call   us   beloved   children   and   welcome   us   to   your   table.   Receive   our   lives   
and   the   gifts   we   offer.   Abide   with   us   and   send   us   in   service   to   a   suffering   world;   for   the   
sake   of   your   beloved   Child,   Jesus   Christ.   
C:   Amen.   

  
G REAT    T HANKSGIVING   
P:   The   Lord   be   with   you.     
C:   And   also   with   you.     
P:   Lift   up   your   hearts.     
C:   We   lift   them   to   the   Lord.     
P:   Let   us   give   thanks   to   the   Lord   our   God.     
C:   It   is   right   to   give   our   thanks   and   praise.     
P:   It   is   indeed   right,   our   duty   and   our   joy…   we   praise   your   name   and   join   their   unending   
hymn:     
C:   Holy,   holy,   holy   Lord,   God   of   power   and   might,   heaven   and   earth   are   full   of   
your   glory.   Hosanna   in   the   highest.   Blessed   is   the   one   who   comes   in   the   name   of   
the   Lord.   Hosanna   in   the   highest.   

  
T HANKSGIVING     AT     THE    T ABLE   
P:   Oh   holy   God,   three-in-one…   Amen   and   Amen.   
  

T HE    L ORD ’ S    P RAYER   
P:   Gathered   into   one   by   the   Holy   Spirit,   we   are   bold   to   pray,   
  

C:   Our   Father   in   heaven,     hallowed   be   your   name,     your   kingdom   come,     your   will   

be   done,     on   earth   as   in   heaven.     Give   us   today   our   daily   bread.     Forgive   us   our   sins   
as   we   forgive   those     who   sin   against   us.     Save   us   from   the   time   of   trial     and   deliver   

us   from   evil.     For   the   kingdom,   the   power,     and   the   glory   are   yours,     now   and   
forever.   Amen.   
  

I NVITATION     TO    C OMMUNION   

P:   The   risen   Christ   invites   us   to   this   table.   Come,   eat   and   be   satisfied.   
  

You   are   invited   to   consume   your   own   bread   and   wine/juice,   participating   in   this   blessed   sacrament.   
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P RAYER    A FTER    C OMMUNION   
A:   Wellspring   of   joy,   through   this   meal   you   have   put   gladness   in   our   hearts.   Satisfy   the   
hunger   still   around   us,   and   send   us   as   joyful   witnesses,   that   your   love   may   bring   joy   to   the   
hearts   of   all   people,   through   Jesus   Christ   our   Lord.   
C:   Amen.   

  

  ✠     Sending    ✠   
    

  

  

A NNOUNCEMENTS     
  

  

B LESSING   
P:   May   our   glorious   God   grant   you   a   spirit   of   wisdom   to   know   and   to   love   the   risen   Lord   
Jesus.   The   God   of   life,   Father,    ☩    Son,   and   Holy   Spirit,   bless   you   now   and   forever.   
C:   Amen.   
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S ENDING    H YMN                                                                                 S HOUT     TO     THE    L ORD   
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D ISMISSAL   
A:   Alleluia!   Christ   is   risen.   
C:   Christ   is   risen   indeed.   Alleluia!   
A:   Go   in   peace.   Share   the   good   news.   Alleluia!   
C:   Thanks   be   to   God.   Alleluia!   
  

  
  

Liturgy   is   reprinted,   with   permission,   from   ©   Augsburg   Fortress   License   #SAS007881   expires   5/31/2021   Hymn  
licenses   are   CCLI    11471469   expires   12/31/2021,   and   One   License   #   A-719457   expires   4/6/22   New   Revised   

Standard   Version   Bible,   copyright   ©   1989     
Image   retrieved   from    https://www.wilgafney.com/2012/05/04/black-jewish-and-queer-the-ethiopian-eunuch/   

on   4-28-2021   
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