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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able

Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.

Please note that currently we are asking everyone to wear a mask during worship, out of an
abundance of love, respect and concern for those who are unvaccinated, especially our
children. Thank you.

✠Gathering ✠
WELCOME

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the
earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when
we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as
ourselves. Amen.

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus,
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.

You are invited to stand.
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*GATHERING SONG GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS

*GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of
the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from
the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠
FIRST READING James 3:1-12
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes.
Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in
check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we
guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong
winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the
pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small part of the body, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our bodily parts as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire
the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no
one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord
and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so.
11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water
yield fresh.

A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

You are invited to stand.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

C: Alleluia. Christ suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
in order to bring you to God. Alleluia.

*THE GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 8th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29Jesus asked them, “But
who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly
ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
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31Then he began to teach them that the Son-of-Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit
their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son-of-Man will
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

You are invited to sit.

SERMON PASTOR MADELINE TALLMAN

MUSICAL REFLECTION JAN BRENNAN

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Following each petition:
A: Lord, in your mercy,
C: Receive our prayer.

SHARING THE PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.

You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ's peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠Meal ✠
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES
Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few ways: 1) electronically
by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) physical checks/cash can be placed in the plate as you enter
our service this morning (please alert a greeter if you require assistance); and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your heart!

OFFERING PRAYER
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C: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to
rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with
the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory... to whom, with
you and the Holy Spirit,be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we are bold to pray,
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. If you would
like communion brought to you, please let an usher know.

While our practice is usually to include bread and a cup, we are following the guidance of our
Delaware Maryland Synod ELCA and communing in "one kind," that is, just with bread for now. Our
theological understanding of Holy Communion is that receiving one element, like simply the bread, is
still receiving the entire sacrament. You are welcome to the table.

If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
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C: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith
into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

 ✠Sending ✠
BLESSING

P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy
Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

You are invited to stand.

*SENDING HYMN LIFT HIGH THE CROSS

You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MISSION BUILDER UPDATE

POSTLUDE
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DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI  11471469 expires 12/31/2021, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 Miller, Lynn. “Mark 8.31-38: I Have A Cross… You, Too?” Accessed

9/7/2021 [http://artandfaithmatters.blogspot.com/2015/02/art-lectionary-carry-cross.html]

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!

Date Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter Altar Preparer Usher

9/12/21 Alyce Cohen Sharon Smith Debbie Jones Joanna Heldreth Moe Mozsulski

9/19/21 Reilly Dillon Teresa Steger Tyler Ridenour Alyce Cohen Louise Houck

9/26/21 Nancy Bryant Sharon Smith Corinne Cuffia Jamee Dillon Kelsey Dillon

Thank you also to our musicians: Jan Brennan, Bob Hudgins, and Tyler Ridenour

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., September 12 Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St. John’s, and on FB Live

Book Club after worship at St. John’s
Mon., September 13
Tues., September 14
Wed., September 15 Youth Group – 7pm

Choir Rehearsal – 7pm
Thurs., September
16
Fri., September 17
Sat., September 18 Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St. John’s
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