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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minster
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! We have moved back to Facebook Live
worship only at this time. We also have adopted a few safety measures for the
small group that leads worship each week. The point of these measures is to ensure
a high level of safety. We thank you for your understanding as we try out new ways
of being the church and worshiping during the pandemic, all to the glory of God.
A note about communion—we will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. We
invite you to gather a piece of bread and wine or juice before worship begins. After
the Invitation to Communion, all can consume the elements and receive the blessed
sacrament together, even if apart.

 Gathering 
PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
C: Amen.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of you people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another, that we may turn
towards God and begin the work of repentance.

C: Holy God, have mercy on us and forgive us. We have set our laws above
yours and have placed our faith in authorities other than you. We have
insisted on our own comfort to the neglect and indifference of our
neighbors. We have acted to preserve our own self-interest in the face of
suffering. We have lacked creativity and compassion when envisioning
solutions to the challenges your children face.
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We are sorry, and we humbly repent. Grant us the gift of hearts that grieve
injustice, greed, hatred, and fear. Make us steadfast in faith and give us
the courage to follow you, carrying our cross. Amen.
P: Hear the promise of God, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the
things that do not exist: you are saved by faith and your sin is forgiven. Through
God’s love, mercy, and justice, and by God’s choosing, you have been set free from
sin. Now, with renewed hearts, let us serve others and honor the world God made,
knowing the good news we have received is for all people. Amen

GATHERING SONG
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KYRIE
A “KYRIE” (PRONOUNCED KEE-REE-AYE) IS A PORTION OF ANCIENT PRE-CHRISTIAN LITURGY
THAT INVOKES CHRIST AND ASKS FOR MERCY.
IT IS ALSO CALLED KYRIE ELEISON, WHICH IN GREEK MEANS “LORD HAVE MERCY.”

A: For the times we prize our self-interest and individuality over the well-being of
others.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the ways in which we treat others as less than based on what we see instead
of seeing through the eyes of Christ.
C: Christ, have mercy.
A: For the ways in which progress, perfection, and fear of conflict get in the way of
love.
C: Lord, have mercy.

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: God of growth and transformation, you promise us abundant new life. Teach us
to welcome the discomfort of growth as an invitation to picking up our cross to
follow you. Help us to carry our share of the world’s collective burden so others
may know your liberating love.
C: Amen.

 Word 
FIRST READING

GENESIS 17:1-7, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my
covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name
be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations
of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me
and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an
1
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everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”
15
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but
Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come
from her.”
A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
C: May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by which the world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

THE GOSPEL

MARK 8:31-38

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
31

P: The Gospel of our Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

THE WITNESS OF THE WOMEN

5

HYMN OF THE DAY

A LITANY OF BOLDNESS
L: O Creative God, you made us in your image.
C: You call us into discipleship in Jesus Christ.
L: You empower us through the Holy Spirit.
C: Let your loving kindness be upon us as you accept our prayers.
L: O God of our ancestors, we remember the bold witness of our foremothers who
paved the way for all women, lay and ordained.
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C: We give you thanks, O God.
L: O Holy One, who breathes life into us all, we raise before you the bold women
among us today.
C: We give you thanks, O God.
L: For those who pray, for those who parent, for those who study, for those who
advocate,
C: We give you thanks, O God.
L: For those who laugh, for those who share, for those who extend hospitality, for
those who smile,
C: We give you thanks, O God.
L: O Gracious One, forgive us when we are too timid to live up to the boldness you
have placed within us.
C: We pray to you, O God.
L: O Gracious One, enable us to recognize, honor and support the boldness you
have placed within others.
C: We pray to you, O God.
L: O God of infinite possibility, grant to us all the opportunity to act boldly on our
faith in Jesus Christ.
C: Hear our prayer.
L: O God of abundant life, grant to us all emotional, physical and spiritual
wholeness so that we might best serve others in your name.
C: Hear our prayer.
L: O God of strength, give us courage, hope and open hearts, that we might
experience expanding possibilities and grow through change.
C: Hear our prayer.
L: Nurturing God, you have inspired and empowered women throughout all ages.
C: Give us the courage and wisdom to act boldly on our faith in you, O
creating, redeeming and sustaining One. Amen.
Copyright © 2019 Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Written by Linda Post Bushkofsky. All
rights reserved. May be reproduced for use in Women of the ELCA units, clusters/conferences, and synodical
women’s organizations provided each copy carries this copyright notice.

7

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Following each petition:

A: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

SHARING THE PEACE
A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another.

 Meal 


OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES
We are blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be sent in two ways: electronically by
clicking here: https://rb.gy/ryhn0m ; or physical checks/cash can be mailed to the office at 105 1st Ave
SW, Glen Burnie, MD 21061. Thank you for opening your heart!

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Holy provider, we thank you for the ways in which you have
provided for us. Help us know the difference between the things given to us by you,
the result of our work, the gifts of community, and that which comes to us as a
result of privilege. By your grace, bring us to a spirit of generosity with our talents,
possessions, and energy that we might bear witness to your abundance.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: God is here
C: All is not lost
P: May our hearts be open
C: And able to receive
P: Let us give thanks for grace unending
C: That our world might one day be restored
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P: We lift up our praise to you, Holy God of justice, who has promised to restore
the beautiful kingdom … calling us to join with angels and saints of every race and
culture, praising you and saying:
C: Holy, holy, holy God, giver of gospel and law, heaven and earth reflect
your intended diversity. We adore you God. Blessed is the Savior who
comes to bring the Holy Advocate into our world. We adore you God.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: God, our creator, you gave your only child…

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.
You are invited to consume your own bread and wine/juice, participating in this blessed sacrament.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Holy One-in-Three, through your death, we are fed with the bread of life. Let us
follow your way to the cross, to be for others a sign of your compassion and life. As
you have fed us, let us go out to be part of feeding the world. Amen.
C: Amen.

 Sending 


ANNOUNCEMENTS

9

BLESSING
P: May God lead you to openness that grants understanding.
May God guide you to accountability that begins restoration.
May God inspire you to transforming love that celebrates all people and all creation.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
A: Wherever you go from here, be at peace and share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Disrupt Worship Project and Augsburg Fortress License
#SAS007881 expires 5/31/2021 Hymn licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2020, and One
License # A-719457expires 12/31/21 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989
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