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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minster
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! We have moved back to Facebook Live worship
only at this time. We also have adopted a few safety measures for the small group that
leads worship each week. We thank you for your understanding as we try out new ways of
being the church and worshiping during the pandemic.
A note about communion—we will be celebrating Holy Communion this evening! We invite
you to gather a piece of bread and wine or juice before worship begins. After the Invitation
to Communion, all those in-person and at home can consume the elements and receive the
blessed sacrament together, even if apart.

 Gathering 
PRELUDE
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Joy to the world.
C: Joy, joy, joy!
P: Joy to the world.
C: Joy, joy, joy!
P: Let every heart prepare him room.
C: Let heaven and nature sing!
P: Let every heart prepare him room.
C: Let heaven and nature sing!
P: Oh, sing to the Lord a new song! Sing to the Lord, all the earth.
C: Declare his glory among the nations, his wonders among all the peoples.
P: Give to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his
courts.
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C: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; tremble before him, all the
earth.
P: Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad, let the sea roar, let the field be
joyful!
C: All the trees of the forest, shout for joy before the Lord, who comes to
judge the earth with righteousness and the peoples with truth.

GATHERING HYMN

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL
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GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that here on earth we may journey in the illumination of Jesus’
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C: Amen.

 Word 
FIRST READING

PSALM 96

O sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2
Sing to the LORD, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
3
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples.
4
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods.
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For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the LORD made the heavens.
6
Honor and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
7
Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
8
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts.
9
Worship the LORD in holy splendor;
tremble before him, all the earth.
10
Say among the nations, "The LORD is king!
The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.
He will judge the peoples with equity."
11
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12
let the field exult, and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
13
before the LORD; for he is coming,
for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with his truth.
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ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
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THE GOSPEL

LUKE 2:1-14

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
11
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
12
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying
in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom God favors!”
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P: The Gospel of our Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
We light our final candle in the Advent, the middle candle, signifying Christmas Eve. O Come
O Come Emmanuel will be played.
HYMN OF THE DAY

HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING

7

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Following each petition:

A: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
SHARING THE PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another.

 Meal 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES
We are blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be sent in two ways:
electronically by clicking here: https://rb.gy/ryhn0m ; or physical checks/cash can be
mailed to the office at 105 1st Ave SW, Glen Burnie, MD 21061. Thank you for opening your
heart!

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

CALYPSO LULLABY
JESTER HAIRSON/ARR. JOEL RANEY

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Gracious God, you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the
earth. Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we
may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine.
Come meet Christ in this meal.
We believe all are welcome at the communion table. And this year, that table is in
your home. If you wish to receive the holy sacrament, we encourage you to grab a
piece of bread and some wine or juice and consume them now. The body of Christ
given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, and we rejoice.
In this bread and cup you give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen
us and open our hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.
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 Sending 
As we begin the final stages of this evening’s worship, we invite you to participate in our
candle-lit sending. Light a candle in your home; turn down the lights in your home; light
your candle; and sing along to Silent Night with us.

SONG OF LIGHT

SILENT NIGHT
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BLESSING

P: Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the
angels, sent the shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless you
this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. That although our celebrations look
different this year, Jesus Christ was born all the same for you.
C: Amen.
SENDING SONG

GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
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DISMISSAL

A: Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere!
C: Thanks be to God.
Hymnody and text in this worship folder, unless otherwise noted, is in the public domain. Liturgy is reprinted, with permission: Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires
5/31/2021 Hymn licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2020, and One License # A-719457expires 12/31/21 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved.
Image attribution: Cristo Es Nuestra Luz, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/actimagelink.pl?RC=55226 [retrieved November 22, 2020]. Original source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/heartlover1717/4141462290/.
Note about the artwork: From the LaSalette Festival of Light at the Shrine of LaSalette.
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