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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minster
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! We have moved back to Facebook Live worship
only at this time. We also have adopted a few safety measures for the small group that
leads worship each week. The point of these measures is to ensure a high level of safety.
We thank you for your understanding as we try out new ways of being the church and
worshiping during the pandemic, all to the glory of God.
A note about communion—we will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. We invite
you to gather a piece of bread and wine or juice before worship begins. After the Invitation
to Communion, all can consume the elements and receive the blessed sacrament together,
even if apart.

 Gathering 
PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another, that we may turn
towards God and begin the work of repentance.
C: Most Merciful God, we confess that sin binds us and we do not know how to
free ourselves. We tie guilt and shame to our own mistakes and the mistakes of
others, failing to recognize learning and growing as a process. We focus our
energy on criticism as opposed to appreciation of human effort. We have used the
words of Jesus to condemn instead of liberate. We have too often focused on
measurable outcomes and failed to appreciate the abundance of your grace. We
are sorry, and we humbly repent. Forgive us and lead us in ways that free us from
shame, free us from comparison, and lead us to delight in you. Amen
P: Hear the promise of God, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist: you are saved by faith and your sin is forgiven. Through God’s love,
mercy, and justice, and by God’s choosing, you have been set free from sin. Now, with
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renewed hearts, let us serve others and honor the world God made, knowing the good
news we have received is for all people.
C: Amen

GATHERING SONG

AMAZING GRACE-MY CHAINS ARE GONE

Back to beginning
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V3-The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures

Chorus
KYRIE
A “KYRIE” (PRONOUNCED KEE-REE-AYE) IS A PORTION OF ANCIENT PRE-CHRISTIAN LITURGY
THAT INVOKES CHRIST AND ASKS FOR MERCY.
IT IS ALSO CALLED KYRIE ELEISON, WHICH IN GREEK MEANS “LORD HAVE MERCY.”

A: For the times we prize our self-interest and individuality over the well-being of
others.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the ways in which we treat others as less than based on what we see instead of
seeing through the eyes of Christ.
C: Christ, have mercy.
A: For the ways in which progress, perfection, and fear of conflict get in the way of love.
C: Lord, have mercy.
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Saving God, your mercy is always available to us if we just look to you. Heal our world
from the lies of perfectionism that would keep us from seeing your healing power in a
serpent, or hearing that your message of love and grace is for all the world. Show us the
myriad of ways we can find you, see you and walk with you.
C: Amen.

 Word 
FIRST READING

NUMBERS 21:4-9
From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land
of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For
there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the Lord sent
poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites
died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD
and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for
the people, 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole;
and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze,
and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the
serpent of bronze and live.
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A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
C: Let us return to God whose Word gives us life.

THE GOSPEL

JOHN 3:14-21

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the third chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son-ofMan be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
For God loved the world in this way, that God gave the Son, the only begotten one, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
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that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not
believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has
come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were
evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so their deeds may
not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly
seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN

INSTRUMENTAL MEDITATION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Following each petition:

A: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

SHARING THE PEACE
A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another.

 Meal  
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES
We are blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be sent in two ways: electronically by clicking here:
https://rb.gy/ryhn0m ; or physical checks/cash can be mailed to the office at 105 1st Ave SW, Glen Burnie, MD
21061. Thank you for opening your heart!

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Holy provider, we thank you for the ways in which you have provided for us.
Help us know the difference between the things given to us by you, the result of our work,
the gifts of community, and that which comes to us as a result of privilege. By your grace,
bring us to a spirit of generosity with our talents, possessions, and energy that we might
bear witness to your abundance.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: God is here
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C: All is not lost
P: May our hearts be open
C: And able to receive
P: Let us give thanks for grace unending
C: That our world might one day be restored
P: We lift up our praise to you, Holy God of justice, who has promised to restore the
beautiful kingdom … calling us to join with angels and saints of every race and culture,
praising you and saying:
C: Holy, holy, holy God, giver of gospel and law, heaven and earth reflect your
intended diversity. We adore you God. Blessed is the Savior who comes to bring
the Holy Advocate into our world. We adore you God.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: God, our creator, you gave your only child…

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.
You are invited to consume your own bread and wine/juice, participating in this blessed sacrament.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Holy One-in-Three, through your death, we are fed with the bread of life. Let us follow
your way to the cross, to be for others a sign of your compassion and life. As you have fed
us, let us go out to be part of feeding the world.
C: Amen.

 Sending 


ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
P: May God lead you to openness that grants understanding.
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May God guide you to accountability that begins restoration.
May God inspire you to transforming love that celebrates all people and all creation.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN

LEAD ME GUIDE ME

Tune: Harm. by Richard Smallwood; © 1953, Doris M. Akers. All rights administered by Unichappell Music,
Inc. Text: © 1953, Chappell & Co. - represented by Hal Leonard Corporation
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DISMISSAL
A: Wherever you go from here, be at peace and share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Disrupt Worship Project and Augsburg Fortress License
#SAS007881 expires 5/31/2021 Hymn licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2021, and One License #
A-719457expires 4/6/22 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989
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