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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minster
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! We have moved back to Facebook Live worship
only at this time. We also have adopted a few safety measures for the small group that
leads worship each week. The point of these measures is to ensure a high level of safety.
We thank you for your understanding as we try out new ways of being the church and
worshiping during the pandemic, all to the glory of God.
A note about communion—we will be celebrating Holy Communion this morning. We invite
you to gather a piece of bread and wine or juice before worship begins. After the Invitation
to Communion, all can consume the elements and receive the blessed sacrament together,
even if apart.

 Gathering 
PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another, that we may turn
towards you and begin the work of repentance.
C: Boldly speaking God, we confess that we have been Judas to you, betraying
your friendship and the best interests of our neighbors. We have been tempted by
the comfort of neutrality. We have chosen ease over listening and responding to
those you walk alongside. We have accepted profit and power we did not earn at
the expense of others. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent. As we hide in
the shadows of those who use your name to harm and exploit your children, we
ask for the courage to love widely and to champion justice. Help us to affirm the
truths and uplift the wisdom of all your people. Amen.
P: Hear the promise of God, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist: you are saved by faith and your sin is forgiven. Through God’s love,
mercy, and justice, and by God’s choosing, you have been set free from sin. Now, with
renewed hearts, let us serve others and honor the world God made, knowing the good
news we have received is for all people. Amen.
C: Amen
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GATHERING SONG

ALL GLORY LAUD AND HONOR

KYRIE
A “KYRIE” (PRONOUNCED KEE-REE-AYE) IS A PORTION OF ANCIENT PRE-CHRISTIAN LITURGY
THAT INVOKES CHRIST AND ASKS FOR MERCY.
IT IS ALSO CALLED KYRIE ELEISON, WHICH IN GREEK MEANS “LORD HAVE MERCY.”

A: For the times we prize our self-interest and individuality over the well-being of
others.
C: Lord, have mercy.
A: For the ways in which we treat others as less than based on what we see instead of
seeing through the eyes of Christ.
C: Christ, have mercy.
A: For the ways in which progress, perfection, and fear of conflict get in the way of love.
C: Lord, have mercy.
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Humble King Jesus, you teach us through your living, that love takes sides with the
marginalized. By riding into Jerusalem on a donkey rather than a steed, you align yourself
with the meek and the lowly. By telling the disciples how they will abandon you, you
acknowledge our fears. Open our hearts to understand the absurdity of objectivity and give
us the courage to stand with you.
C: Amen.

 Word 
FIRST READING

The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning the Lord GOD wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
4

The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
7

A: Word of Good word of life
C: Thanks be to God.
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ISAIAH 50:4-9A

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
C: Let us return to God whose Word gives us life.

THE GOSPEL

MARK 11:1-11, 15:1-47

The Holy Gospel according to St Mark beginning at the 11th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden;
untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The
Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt
tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders
said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said;
and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their
cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and
those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest
heaven!” 11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
1
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to
Pilate. 2Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.”
3
Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4Pilate asked him again, “Have you no
answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 5But Jesus made no further reply,
so that Pilate was amazed.
6
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they
asked. 7Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed
murder during the insurrection. 8So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them
according to his custom. 9Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the
King of the Jews?” 10For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had
handed him over. 11But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas
for them instead. 12Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the
man you call the King of the Jews?” 13They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 14Pilate asked
them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” 15So
Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus,
he handed him over to be crucified.
16
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17And they clothed him in a
purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18And they
began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19They struck his head with a reed, spat upon
him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20After mocking him, they stripped him of the
purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
21
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it
was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22Then they brought Jesus to the
place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23And they offered him wine
mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him, and divided his clothes
among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.
1

5

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26The inscription of the
charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27And with him they crucified two bandits,
one on his right and one on his left. 29Those who passed by derided him, shaking their
heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days,
30
save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31In the same way the chief priests, along
with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others;
he cannot save himself. 32Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross
now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also taunted
him.
33
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34At
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35When some of the bystanders heard it,
they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour
wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah
will come to take him down.” 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, who
stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was
God’s Son!”
40
There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41These
used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there were many
other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem.
42
When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day
before the sabbath, 43Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was
also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for
the body of Jesus. 44Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the
centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. 45When he learned from
the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46Then Joseph bought a
linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb
that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.
47
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.
25

P: The Gospel of our Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

INSTRUMENTAL MEDITATION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Following each petition:

A: Hear us O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

SHARING THE PEACE
A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another.
6

 Meal 
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES
We are blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be sent in two ways: electronically by clicking here:
https://rb.gy/ryhn0m ; or physical checks/cash can be mailed to the office at 105 1st Ave SW, Glen Burnie, MD
21061. Thank you for opening your heart!

OFFERING PRAYER
A: Let us pray. Holy provider, we thank you for the ways in which you have provided for us.
Help us know the difference between the things given to us by you, the result of our work,
the gifts of community, and that which comes to us as a result of privilege. By your grace,
bring us to a spirit of generosity with our talents, possessions, and energy that we might
bear witness to your abundance.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: God is here
C: All is not lost
P: May our hearts be open
C: And able to receive
P: Let us give thanks for grace unending
C: That our world might one day be restored
P: We lift up our praise to you, Holy God of justice, who has promised to restore the
beautiful kingdom … calling us to join with angels and saints of every race and culture,
praising you and saying:
C: Holy, holy, holy God, giver of gospel and law, heaven and earth reflect your
intended diversity. We adore you God. Blessed is the Savior who comes to bring
the Holy Advocate into our world. We adore you God.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P: God, our creator, you gave your only child…

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.
You are invited to consume your own bread and wine/juice, participating in this blessed sacrament.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Holy One-in-Three, through your death, we are fed with the bread of life. Let us follow
your way to the cross, to be for others a sign of your compassion and life. As you have fed
us, let us go out to be part of feeding the world.
C: Amen.

 Sending 


ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
P: May God lead you to openness that grants understanding.
May God guide you to accountability that begins restoration.
May God inspire you to transforming love that celebrates all people and all creation.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

LIFT UP YOUR HEADS
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DISMISSAL
A: Wherever you go from here, be at peace and share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Disrupt Worship Project and Augsburg Fortress License
#SAS007881 expires 5/31/2021 Hymn licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2021, and One
License # A-719457expires 4/6/22 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989
Triumphal Entry on Palm Sunday (Jesus Mafa)
https://64.media.tumblr.com/7b0cdb071465eeca74de15bb3ea2d418/tumblr_inline_o3du0fbXmo1qk
qzlv_500.jpg Retrieved from: http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56514- March 23, 2021
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