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Luke 3:7-18
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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.
Please note that currently we are asking everyone to wear a mask during worship, out of an
abundance of love, respect and concern for those who are unvaccinated, especially our
children. Thank you.

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL

TO

WORSHIP

P: A voice calls out in the wilderness.
C: It sings of a home for all. It speaks of justice and peace.
P: We could choose to ignore it.
C: We could drown out that song. We could choose not to listen.
P: Instead, we come into this space.
C: We let the world grow quiet. We listen.
P: A voice calls out in the wilderness. Do you hear it?
C: We hear it. In listening, we worship.
P: Let us draw near to God.

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY
1: Joy is seeing people you love after months apart.
2: Joy is hearing, “Come on over, it has been too long!”
1: Joy is the stretches and giggles of a newborn child.
2: Joy is making it home when the journey is long.
1: Joy is your dog sliding to meet you at the door.
2: Joy is the energy of a new season.
1: Joy is feeling found when you thought you were lost.
2: So today we light the candle of joy, because the welcome God has for us is nothing
short of joyful.
1: Rest in that good news. Let it wash over you.
2: Family of faith, we are close to home. Amen.
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CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Let us be brave. Let us be bold. Let us be truth-tellers as we confess together now to a
God who couldn’t love us any more than God already does. Let us pray. . .
Silence is kept for reflection.

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

P: Expansive God,
C: We know that the church is your house, and your house has room for everyone.
Yet, too often, instead of setting the table for our neighbors, we block the door.
Instead of welcoming all, we judge others by our own standards. Instead of
sharing our second coat, we hide it in the attic, holding on to fear instead of
letting go with love. Remind us that your home is a home for all, that truth
requires hard work, that truth requires uncomfortable justice. Help us to be bold
enough to see it and brave enough to live it. With hope we pray, amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

P: Family of faith, God sent prophets like John the Baptist to us because this work is not
easy. Helping create a world where all might have a home, and all might be loved, and all
might know peace, is an audacious goal. Fortunately for us, when we mess up—when we
lose our way or forget our call—we are met with grace. God could not love us any more or
any less than God already does. So rest in this good news:
C: We are at home with God—forgiven, claimed, and loved. The door is always
open for us. Thanks be to God. Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*GATHERING SONG

ALL ARE WELCOME

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God, whose love is like the sun warming me from the inside, if you are my home, then
your word is the street light guiding me there. So I want you to know—I am walking your
way, we are walking your way, and we are looking for a light. And our feet are dirty—we’ve
lost our way a time or two. And our bags are heavy—we’re carrying an array of grief and
fear on our backs. But we’re on our way. We’re looking for your light. We’re listening for
your word. When you see us coming, when you feel our hearts move, we hope you’ll run
down the driveway and catch us. Leave the light on. We are on our way home. Gratefully
we pray,
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠

FIRST READING

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I say, rejoice! Let your gentleness show in your
treatment of all people. The Lord is near. 6Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up
all of your requests to God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks. 7Then
the peace of God that exceeds all understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in
Christ Jesus.(CEB)
A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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You are invited to stand.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word.
C: Alleluia. I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way
before you. Alleluia.

*THE GOSPEL

Luke 3:7-18

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Then John said to the crowds who came to be baptized by him, “You children of snakes!
Who warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? 8Produce fruit
that shows you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t even think about saying to
yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell you that God is able to raise up Abraham’s children
from these stones. 9The ax is already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that
doesn’t produce good fruit will be chopped down and tossed into the fire.”
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The crowds asked him, “What then should we do?”
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He answered, “Whoever has two shirts must share with the one who has none, and
whoever has food must do the same.”
11
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Even tax collectors came to be baptized. They said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?”
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He replied, “Collect no more than you are authorized to collect.”
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Soldiers asked, “What about us? What should we do?”
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He answered, “Don’t cheat or harass anyone, and be satisfied with your pay.”
The people were filled with expectation, and everyone wondered whether John might be
the Christ. 16John replied to them all, “I baptize you with water, but the one who is more
powerful than me is coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the strap of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the
husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the wheat into his barn.
But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be put out.” 18With many other words John
appealed to them, proclaiming good news to the people.(CEB)
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P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
You are invited to sit.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN

MUSICAL REFLECTION
PRAYERS

OF THE

REJOICE CHOIR

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Attend to us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ's peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given
in a few ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3;
2) physical checks/cash can be placed in the plate as you enter our service this
morning (please alert a greeter if you require assistance); 3) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 4) physical
checks/cash can be mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090.
Thank you for opening your heart!
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PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

C: God who welcomes us home, who creates space, who leaves a chair with our
name on it—we have two shirts and we are giving one away. That’s what this
offering is. It’s our second shirt. It’s our hearts on our sleeves. It’s our audacious
hope that there can indeed be a better world than this one. So take these gifts
and use them to move us closer to that promised day. Gratefully we pray, amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life… Let us proclaim the mystery of
faith:
C: Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word...Amen.
C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. If you would
like communion brought to you, please let an usher know.
While our practice is usually to include bread and a cup, we are following the guidance of our
Delaware Maryland Synod ELCA and communing in "one kind," that is, just with bread for now. Our
theological understanding of Holy Communion is that receiving one element, like simply the bread, is
still receiving the entire sacrament. You are welcome to the table.
If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
C: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power,
form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen.

✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: As you leave this service, your service begins: Comfort the homesick. Open your doors
to others. Seek sanctuary. Be brave enough to go home by another way. And remember
that here in God’s house, all are welcomed — so come back soon. In the name of our
Foundation — God, Spirit, and Son — go in peace.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*SENDING HYMN

A HOME FOR ALL
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You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.
Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2021, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Images and prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC |
sanctifiedart.org.
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Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

12/12/21

Gale Krol

Brian
Hudgins

Louise Houck

Gale Krol

Moe
Moczulski

12/19/21

Reilly Dillon

Teresa Steger

Connie Boatwright Alyce Cohen

Louise Houck

1/1/22

Alyce Cohen

Mike
Fitzcharles

Joanne Hudgins

Kelsey Dillon

Jamee Dillon

Thank you also to our musicians: Jan Brennan, Bob Hudgins, and Tyler Ridenour!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., December 12
Mon., December 13
Tues., December 14
Wed., December 15
Thurs., December 16
Fri., December 17
Sat., December 18

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St. John’s, and on FB
Live
Fellowship Hall Decorating – 5:30pm
Choir Rehearsal – 7pm
Youth Group – 7-8:30pm in the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
Midweek Prayer Service – 7pm at St. Christopher’s
Meeting Packets Available
Ornament Crafting Event – 2pm in Multipurpose Room at St.
John’s (2nd floor)
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