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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.
Please note that currently we are asking everyone to wear a mask during worship, out of an
abundance of love, respect and concern for those who are unvaccinated, especially our
children. Thank you.

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL

TO

WORSHIP

P: If life was a home, then we would pray—
C: May love be the foundation. May God be the cornerstone. May the Spirit be the
windows—ushering light in. And may hope be the walls—holding us together.
P: In this hour of worship, let us work toward building that home together.
C: We may not know the path ahead, but God is here, even now.
P: Let us give thanks for a foundation of love.
C: Let us worship Holy God.

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY
1: As we reflect on the foundation of our faith in our lives, we gather together around the
candle of peace.
2: The home we long for is a home that knows peace—
1: peace that rests between us and our grief,
2: peace around our anxiety,
1: peace between us and our self-criticism,
2: peace amidst our relationships,
1: peace at the core of our being,
2: peace hovering through and in our world.
1: The home we long for is a home that knows peace.
2: So today we light the candle of peace—as a reminder and as a prayer.
1: Let it be so. Amen.
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CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Let us pray the prayer of confession together.
Silence is kept for reflection.

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

P: Holy God,
C: When John was Born, Zechariah leaned down and whispered words of love into
his ear. We know that you do the same for us, day in and day out, yet we fail to
hear it. We forget that in the beginning we were made good. We doubt that we
could possibly be enough. We hustle for our self-worth and wear ourselves out
aiming for perfection. We deflect words of praise. We hide behind shiny first
impressions. Forgive us. Trusting our worth is the hardest job. Open our ears as
you open our hearts, so that we might rest on the foundation of goodness you
have laid for us. Gratefully we pray, amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

P: Family of faith, no matter how old we get, God continues to say to us: “You are loved;
you are forgiven.” That is the foundation of our lives. That is the truth upon which we build
our home. So breathe deeply. There is grace and peace here. Join me in proclaiming this
good news:
C: We are loved. We are forgiven. We are claimed. This is our foundation. Thanks
be to God. Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*GATHERING SONG

THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God, who speaks a good news language—we admit, listening has never been our
greatest gift. We are easily distracted, our minds run a million miles a minute. We doubt
your faith in us, and take the easy way out when it comes to hope. So today we bow our
heads and ask for help. Settle our hearts. Quiet our minds. Steady our breathing. Help us
to rest in you. Help us to listen for your good news. Gratefully we pray,
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.
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✠ Word ✠
FIRST READING

Luke 1:68-79

We read responsively.
Zechariah’s Prophecy
68
“Bless the Lord God of Israel
because he has come to help and has delivered his people.
69
He has raised up a mighty savior for us in his servant David’s house,
70
just as he said through the mouths of his holy prophets long ago.
71
He has brought salvation from our enemies
and from the power of all those who hate us.
72
He has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and remembered his holy covenant,
73
the solemn pledge he made to our ancestor Abraham.
He has granted 74that we would be rescued
from the power of our enemies
so that we could serve him without fear,
75
in holiness and righteousness in God’s eyes,
for as long as we live.
76
You, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way.
77
You will tell his people how to be saved
through the forgiveness of their sins.
78
Because of our God’s deep compassion,
the dawn from heaven will break upon us,
79
to give light to those who are sitting in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide us on the path of peace.”(CEB)
A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
You are invited to stand.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word.
C: Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia.
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*THE GOSPEL

Luke 3:1-6

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
In the fifteenth year of the rule of the emperor Tiberius—when Pontius Pilate was governor
over Judea and Herod was ruler over Galilee, his brother Philip was ruler over Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was ruler over Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas—God’s word came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3John went
throughout the region of the Jordan River, calling for people to be baptized to show that
they were changing their hearts and lives and wanted God to forgive their sins. 4This is just
as it was written in the scroll of the words of Isaiah the prophet,
A voice crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way for the Lord;
make his paths straight.
5
Every valley will be filled,
and every mountain and hill will be leveled.
The crooked will be made straight
and the rough places made smooth.
6
All humanity will see God’s salvation.”(CEB)
P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
You are invited to sit.

SERMON

PASTOR KAREN PUGATCH

MUSICAL REFLECTION
PRAYERS

OF THE

REJOICE CHOIR

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Attend to us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ's peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

6

✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given
in a few ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3;
2) physical checks/cash can be placed in the plate as you enter our service this
morning (please alert a greeter if you require assistance); 3) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 4) physical
checks/cash can be mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090.
Thank you for opening your heart!

PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

P: Holy God,
C: You are our home. You and your goodness are the place we return to, the place
we long to lay our head. So today as we offer you these gifts, we pray that you
would take this offering and turn it into ministry. Use these gifts to transform the
world we live in to better reflect the home you have envisioned for us—a home of
peace, a home built on the foundation of love. Gratefully we pray, amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life… Let us proclaim the mystery of
faith:
C: Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
P: With this bread and cup we remember your Word...Amen.
C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. If you would
like communion brought to you, please let an usher know.
While our practice is usually to include bread and a cup, we are following the guidance of our
Delaware Maryland Synod ELCA and communing in "one kind," that is, just with bread for now. Our
theological understanding of Holy Communion is that receiving one element, like simply the bread, is
still receiving the entire sacrament. You are welcome to the table.
If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
C: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power,
form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen.

✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: As you leave this service, your service begins: Comfort the homesick. Open your doors
to others. Seek sanctuary. Be brave enough to go home by another way. And remember
that here in God’s house, all are welcomed — so come back soon. In the name of our
Foundation — God, Spirit, and Son — go in peace.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*SENDING HYMN

ZECHARIAH’S LULLABY
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You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
9

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Christ is near.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2021, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Images and prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC |
sanctifiedart.org.

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

12/5/21

Lisa Stokes

David Rinker

Kelsey Dillon

Joanna
Heldreth

Tim Cochran

12/12/21

Gale Krol

Brian
Hudgins

Louise Houck

Gale Krol

Moe
Moczulski

12/19/21

Reilly Dillon

Teresa Steger

Connie Boatwright Alyce Cohen

Louise Houck

Thank you also to our musicians: Jan Brennan, Bob Hudgins, and Tyler Ridenour!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., December 5
Mon., December 6
Tues., December 7
Wed., December 8
Thurs., December 9
Fri., December 10
Sat., December 11

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St. John’s, and on FB
Live
Worship Team Meeting
Choir Rehearsal – 7pm
Youth Group – 7-8:30pm in the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
Midweek Prayer Service – 7pm at St. Christopher’s

10

11

