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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.
Please note that currently we are asking everyone to wear a mask during worship, out of an
abundance of love, respect and concern for those who are unvaccinated, especially our
children. Thank you.

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:

TO

WORSHIP

If God is a hen,
we are under God’s wing.
If God is a table,
we each have a seat.
If God is a house,
we are safe from the storm.
If God is a party,
we’re invited to dance.
If God is a melody,
our names are the lyrics.
If this is God’s house,
then all are welcomed. All are loved. All belong.
Let us worship Holy God.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins together:
Silence is kept for reflection.
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PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

P: When Herod tried to stop Jesus, Jesus said,
C: “I will keep on.” I will keep on healing. I will keep on teaching. I will keep on
preaching. I will keep on flipping the tables of injustice. I will keep on treating
every person like a child of God. I will keep on believing that this world can
change. I will keep on and keep on and keep on until God’s promised day. Forgive
us, God, for the times when we stop. Amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

P: Family of faith, because Jesus’ love just keeps going, we can trust that that love and
grace exists for us. So rest in this good news:
C: No matter what we do wrong or what we leave undone, we are under God’s
wing. We are loved, held, and forgiven. Thanks be to God for a love like that!
Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*GATHERING SONG

AS A MOTHER COMFORTS HER CHILD

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

3

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: Holy God, this life of ours is full to the brim. Our days are overflowing with emails and
to-do lists, schedules and notifications, assignments and deadlines. We wake up feeling
behind, we go to sleep worrying about tomorrow, and we know—there has to be more than
this. So we pray: bend down and show us the way. Leave breadcrumbs in the street. Point
us toward awe and wonder. Guide us to intimacy and trust. Gift us with laughter that will
make us cry and hope that will make us feel alive. We want a new kind of full to the brim.
Show us the way. We are listening for your cues. Gratefully we pray,
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠

FIRST READING

Psalm 27

The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Should I fear anyone?
The Lord is a fortress protecting my life.
Should I be frightened of anything?
2
When evildoers come at me trying to eat me up—
it’s they, my foes and my enemies,
who stumble and fall!
3
If an army camps against me,
my heart won’t be afraid.
If war comes up against me,
I will continue to trust in this:
4
I have asked one thing from the Lord—
it’s all I seek:
to live in the Lord’s house all the days of my life,
seeing the Lord’s beauty
and constantly adoring his temple.
5
Because he will shelter me in his own dwelling
during troubling times;
he will hide me in a secret place in his own tent;
he will set me up high, safe on a rock.
Now my head is higher than the enemies surrounding me,
and I will offer sacrifices in God’s tent—
sacrifices with shouts of joy!
I will sing and praise the Lord.
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Lord, listen to my voice when I cry out—
have mercy on me and answer me!
8
Come, my heart says, seek God’s face.
Lord, I do seek your face!
9
Please don’t hide it from me!
Don’t push your servant aside angrily—
7

4

you have been my help!
God who saves me,
don’t neglect me!
Don’t leave me all alone!
10
Even if my father and mother left me all alone,
the Lord would take me in.
11
Lord, teach me your way;
because of my opponents, lead me on a good path.
12
Don’t give me over to the desires of my enemies,
because false witnesses and violent accusers
have taken their stand against me.
13
But I have sure faith
that I will experience the Lord’s goodness
in the land of the living!
Hope in the Lord!
Be strong! Let your heart take courage!
Hope in the Lord!(CEB)
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A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
You are invited to stand.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word:
C: The Son of Man must be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

*THE GOSPEL

Luke 13:31-35

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
31
At that time, some Pharisees approached Jesus and said, “Go! Get away from here,
because Herod wants to kill you.”
Jesus said to them, “Go, tell that fox, ‘Look, I’m throwing out demons and healing people
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will complete my work. 33However, it’s
necessary for me to travel today, tomorrow, and the next day because it’s impossible for a
prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’
32

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those who were sent to you!
How often I have wanted to gather your people just as a hen gathers her chicks under her
wings. But you didn’t want that. 35Look, your house is abandoned. I tell you, you won’t see
me until the time comes when you say, Blessings on the one who comes in the Lord’s
name.”(CEB)
34

P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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You are invited to sit.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN

MUSICAL REFLECTION
AFFIRMATION

OF

JAN BRENNAN

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith:
C: The Lord is my light.
The Lord surrounds me
like a warm, familiar quilt,
in layers of grace.
Whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the sturdy foundation
and the roof over my head.
I am not afraid.
When the world is at its worst—
when grief clings to my bones,
when fear eats at my confidence,
when loneliness moves into my house—
God sets the table,
turns on the lights,
and invites me to dance.
So even though there are days
that feel like too much to bear,
I know—I am not alone.
So I ask the Lord,
I seek and I pray—
let me live in your house
all of my days. Amen.
(paraphrased from Psalm 27)

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.
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✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!

PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

A: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at
your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here,
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. If you would
like communion brought to you, please let an usher know.
While our practice is usually to include bread and a cup, we are following the guidance of our
Delaware Maryland Synod ELCA and communing in “one kind,” that is, just with bread for now. Our
theological understanding of Holy Communion is that receiving one element, like simply the bread, is
still receiving the entire sacrament. You are welcome to the table.
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If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of
life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
C:Amen.

✠Sending ✠

BLESSING
P: As our time of worship comes to a close, may you be awestruck by the beauty of this
world. May you laugh, and may it be contagious. May you overflow with love for those
around you. May you be effusive with hope and quick to point out joy. And in all of your
living, and breathing, and being, may you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy
Spirit, and may it change your life. In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love
itself—go in peace, full to the brim. Amen.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*SENDING HYMN

LEANING ON THE EVERLASTING ARMS
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You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

3/13

Gale Krol

Sharon Smith

Debbie Jones

Gale Krol

Tim Cochran

3/20

Lisa Stokes

Brian Hudgins

Corrinne Cuffia Joanna
Heldreth

Moe Moczulski

3/27

Nancy Bryant

Teresa Steger

Joanne
Hudgins

Louise Houck

Jamee Dillon
Terri Carter

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., March 13

Mon., March 14
Tues., March 15
Wed., March 16
Thurs., March 17
Fri., March 18
Sat., March 19

Daylight Savings Time begins
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
Book Club – 12:30pm on Zoom
How to Read the Bible – 12:30pm in Room 201 (2nd floor) with
Pr Karen
How to Read the Bible – 7pm on Zoom with Pr Maddie
Lenten Prayer Service – 7pm at St John Lutheran Church
Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
How to Read the Bible – 3pm in Room 201 with Pr Corey
– 7pm in Room 201 with Pr Scott
How to Read the Bible – 11am in Room 201 with Ms Candy
Maxwell
Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
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Artist Reflection
Enough
by Rev. T. Denise Anderson
Inspired by Luke 13:31-35
Wood and acrylic inlay
Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem’s intransigence is powerful because you can hear a righteous
indignation and a deep anguish. He foreshadows his own execution, but his pain is for the
waywardness of his people. This is one of a handful of times scripture uses feminine,
specifically maternal, imagery in connection to God: “How often have I desired to gather
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings...” (Luke 13:34b, NRSV)
That, for me, is significant. As a mother, I know what it feels like to watch from a relative
distance as a child makes heartbreaking decisions. I didn’t want to illustrate the details of
the scene with my piece; I wanted to depict the emotions in it, to somehow capture the
heartache of a parent whose children have chosen a destructive path.
Engaging with this theme has drawn me to wood and water. Here, I’ve moved away from
realism and my usual oil paints to a medium with a more graphic quality: wood inlay. I
wanted a simple depiction of this very specific pain. I felt that an emotion so germane to
the human experience had to be anthropomorphized, and because Jesus uses feminine
imagery, I decided to depict a figure who could be perceived as feminine, but perhaps could
also be perceived as masculine or nonbinary. The Parent’s eyes are closed as if they cannot
bear to watch what’s happening. The hair radiates to the left, mimicking a mother hen’s
wingspan. The teardrop is a clear acrylic inlay with its underside painted blue, and the
subtle way it refracts and reflects light is reminiscent of water.
As I consider the destruction we continue to visit upon each other and all of creation, I
imagine God is still grieved. What emotions arise within you when you consider the human
condition?
—Rev. T. Denise Anderson

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | Graphic design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman |
Original photography by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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About the theme: Full to the Brim, an Expansive Lent
The scriptures for this Lenten season (in the Revised Common Lectionary, Year C) are filled
with parables and promises of God’s abundant and expansive grace. Jesus as a mother hen,
a prodigal son welcomed home, a fig tree nurtured with care and hope, precious oil poured
out lovingly and freely, stones shouting out with praise —these sacred texts are brimming
with a gospel of grace. We’ve done nothing to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like
water, it spills over. Full to the Brim is an invitation—into a radically different Lent, into a
full life. It’s an invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and injustice
at every turn, to pour out even more grace wherever it is needed. It disrupts the scarcity
mentality that capitalism, oppression, or hierarchy can plant inside of us. When we allow
ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love, that love spills over. It reaches
beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes and flows, touching everything in its path.
We recognize that traditional iterations of Lent often emphasize restraint, confession, and
piety. The origins of Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to fast and
prepare to be baptized into a new way of living. In essence, this was a practice of stepping
away from the rat race, corrupt power, scarcity mentality, and empty rituals in order to live
a more expansive and full life of faith. And so, Full to the Brim trusts the promise of our
baptisms—God has already claimed us as God’s own and nothing we can do will ever
change or erase that.
Full to the Brim doesn’t ignore or deny sin and suffering. It doesn’t absolve accountability
for wrongdoing. Instead it contextualizes our faith. If love is our beginning, how can we live
our lives led by love’s promises? It reminds us to live fully—as we pursue justice and hope,
or express grief and gratitude. And so, this Lent, let us trust—fully—that we belong to God.
Let us increase our capacity to receive and give grace. Let us discover the expansive life
God dreams for us. (Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity)
Full to the Brim is a Lenten series developed by A Sanctified Art, LLC ©. The team of artists
at A Sanctified Art create multimedia resources for worshiping communities.
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