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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter. At this time, wearing a face mask is optional, and we
support and encourage anyone who wishes to wear one.

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:

TO

WORSHIP

Come, all who are thirsty.
Come, all who are seeking.
Come, all who are waiting.
Come, all who labor.
Come, all who need rest.
Come, all who dream dreams.
Come—whether you’re young or old, confident or curious, lonely or hopeful.
This is God’s house. All are welcome here. Let us worship holy God.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
P: Join me in the prayer of confession:
Silence is kept for reflection.

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

C: Holy God, we treat our self-worth like something that can be bought at a store;
but you know this even better than we do. Instead of trusting that we are made
good, instead of trusting that we are loved exactly as we are, we stockpile our
value in earthly things—in trophies and awards, in likes and follows, in wealth and
power. Forgive us for creating our own measuring stick. Heal our open wounds
and tell our hearts that we won’t be forgotten if we slow down. We won’t be
forgotten if we rest. Gratefully we pray, amen.
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WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

P: Friends, take a deep breath. Release the tension in your jaw. There is good news here.
For even when we stumble, even when we take the easy way out, even when we forget our
own self-worth, even when we lose our way—we belong to God. Say it with me—
C: We are loved. We are claimed. We are under God’s wing. We are worthy of
grace. We belong to God. Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*GATHERING SONG

GATHER US IN

4

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God of fig trees and foxes, of today and tomorrow, we would like to ask that you scoop
us up. Pick us up like a great gust of wind. Startle us awake like a first love. Light a fire in
us like tomorrow depends on today. Do all of this to get our attention and then turn us
toward you. We are a scattered people, God. The world is moving faster than we can keep
up. So we pray—scoop us up. Catch our eye. Open our ears. Capture our attention. We are
here. We long to be close to you.
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠

FIRST READING

Isaiah 55:1-9

All of you who are thirsty, come to the water!
Whoever has no money, come, buy food and eat!
Without money, at no cost, buy wine and milk!
2
Why spend money for what isn’t food,
and your earnings for what doesn’t satisfy?
Listen carefully to me and eat what is good;
enjoy the richest of feasts.
3
Listen and come to me;
listen, and you will live.
I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
my faithful loyalty to David.
4
Look, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a prince and commander of peoples.
5
Look, you will call a nation you don’t know,
a nation you don’t know will run to you
because of the Lord your God,
the holy one of Israel, who has glorified you.
Seek the Lord when he can still be found;
call him while he is yet near.
7
Let the wicked abandon their ways
and the sinful their schemes.
Let them return to the Lord so that he may have mercy on them,
to our God, because he is generous with forgiveness.
8
My plans aren’t your plans,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
9
Just as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways,
6

5

and my plans than your plans.(CEB)
A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
You are invited to stand.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word:
C: Jesus began to proclaim, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.

*THE GOSPEL

Luke 13:1-9

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Some who were present on that occasion told Jesus about the Galileans whom Pilate had
killed while they were offering sacrifices. 2He replied, “Do you think the suffering of these
Galileans proves that they were more sinful than all the other Galileans? 3No, I tell you, but
unless you change your hearts and lives, you will die just as they did. 4What about those
eighteen people who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them? Do you think that
they were more guilty of wrongdoing than everyone else who lives in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell
you, but unless you change your hearts and lives, you will die just as they did.”
Jesus told this parable: “A man owned a fig tree planted in his vineyard. He came looking
for fruit on it and found none. 7He said to his gardener, ‘Look, I’ve come looking for fruit on
this fig tree for the past three years, and I’ve never found any. Cut it down! Why should it
continue depleting the soil’s nutrients?’ 8The gardener responded, ‘Lord, give it one more
year, and I will dig around it and give it fertilizer. 9Maybe it will produce fruit next year; if
not, then you can cut it down.’”(CEB)
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You are invited to sit.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN

You are invited to stand.
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*HYMN

OF THE

DAY

GOD WILL MAKE A WAY
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You are invited to sit.

AFFIRMATION

OF

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith:
C: We believe that the God of the cosmos is at work here.
We believe that God is fertilizing the soil.
We believe that God is planting roots.
We believe that God is growing fruit that is yet to be tasted.
But until that promised day when the fig tree stands tall and swords are beaten
into plowshares, we believe:
When our work does not bear fruit, God still loves us.
When our soil grows dry and cracked, God still longs for us.
When all seems hopeless here on earth, God holds hope for us.
The God of the cosmos is at work here.
We believe. Help our unbelief. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!

PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

A: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at
your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here,
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. If you would
like communion brought to you, please let an usher know.
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While our practice is usually to include bread and a cup, we are following the guidance of our
Delaware Maryland Synod ELCA and communing in “one kind,” that is, just with bread for now. Our
theological understanding of Holy Communion is that receiving one element, like simply the bread, is
still receiving the entire sacrament. You are welcome to the table.
If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of
life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
C:Amen.

✠Sending ✠

BLESSING
P: As our time of worship comes to a close, may you be awestruck by the beauty of this
world. May you laugh, and may it be contagious. May you overflow with love for those
around you. May you be effusive with hope and quick to point out joy. And in all of your
living, and breathing, and being, may you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy
Spirit, and may it change your life. In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love
itself—go in peace, full to the brim. Amen.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*SENDING HYMN

YOU ARE

You are invited to sit.
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THE

ROCK

OF MY

SALVATION

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

3/20

Lisa Stokes

Brian Hudgins

Corrinne Cuffia Joanna
Heldreth

Moe Moczulski

3/27

Nancy Bryant

Teresa Steger

Joanne
Hudgins

Jamee Dillon
Terri Carter

Louise Houck

4/3

Reilly Dillon

Mike
Fitzcharles

Mary and
Louise
Fitzcharles

Joanna
Heldreth

Kelsey Dillon

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., March 20

Mon., March 21
Tues., March 22
Wed., March 23
Thurs., March 24
Fri., March 25
Sat., March 26
Sun., March 27

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
Book Club – 12:30pm on Zoom
How to Read the Bible – 12:30pm in Room 201 (2nd floor) with
Pr Karen
How to Read the Bible – 7pm on Zoom with Pr Maddie
Council Meeting – 6:30pm
Lenten Prayer Service – 7pm at LHUMC
Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
How to Read the Bible – 3pm in Room 201 with Pr Corey
– 7pm in Room 201 with Pr Scott
How to Read the Bible – 11am in Room 201 with Ms Candy
Maxwell
Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
How to Read the Bible – 12:30pm in Room 201 (2nd floor) with
Pr Karen
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Artist Reflection
You Are Worthy
by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman
Inspired by Luke 13:1-9
Block print with oil-based ink
How often does society wish us to feel like we are wasting soil? The whole capitalist system
lurches forward, powered by our collective sense of unworthiness and our searching for
worth based on what we produce. This parable upends the notion that we are what we
produce, and speaks truth: you are worthy. You deserve rest and care simply for existing.
What a gift!
In this image, I wanted the fig tree to look unremarkable, surrounded by the hands of the
Gardener reaching down to lovingly massage the soil. The sleeves contain patterning of
simplified visual references to everything a plant needs to not only survive, but to thrive.
Starting close to the roots and moving upward, the patterns include water, air, sunlight,
nutrients, and space. The emphasis in this image is on what is happening below the
surface, in the depths of the dirt. The roots stretch toward the hands of the Gardener as
the specks of dirt seem to also image the stars of the vast universe. Within us, despite
what we produce, despite what can be seen at the surface, we contain multitudes. We bear
the image of God, and our mere existence makes us worthy of Sabbath and the loving arms
of the Gardener reaching out to provide us with everything we need.
On a personal note, the Full to the Brim theme keeps bringing me back to the image of
resting while God reaches to embrace us. Lately I’ve spent so much time and energy
fighting so hard to get some kind of tangible grasp of God, all the while feeling so empty.
I’m realizing that I need to practice surrender, allowing God to find me where I am, and to
receive God’s care and love, filling me to the brim so I can then be full to pour out once
again.
—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | Graphic design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman |
Original photography by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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About the theme: Full to the Brim, an Expansive Lent
The scriptures for this Lenten season (in the Revised Common Lectionary, Year C) are filled
with parables and promises of God’s abundant and expansive grace. Jesus as a mother hen,
a prodigal son welcomed home, a fig tree nurtured with care and hope, precious oil poured
out lovingly and freely, stones shouting out with praise —these sacred texts are brimming
with a gospel of grace. We’ve done nothing to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like
water, it spills over. Full to the Brim is an invitation—into a radically different Lent, into a
full life. It’s an invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and injustice
at every turn, to pour out even more grace wherever it is needed. It disrupts the scarcity
mentality that capitalism, oppression, or hierarchy can plant inside of us. When we allow
ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love, that love spills over. It reaches
beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes and flows, touching everything in its path.
We recognize that traditional iterations of Lent often emphasize restraint, confession, and
piety. The origins of Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to fast and
prepare to be baptized into a new way of living. In essence, this was a practice of stepping
away from the rat race, corrupt power, scarcity mentality, and empty rituals in order to live
a more expansive and full life of faith. And so, Full to the Brim trusts the promise of our
baptisms—God has already claimed us as God’s own and nothing we can do will ever
change or erase that.
Full to the Brim doesn’t ignore or deny sin and suffering. It doesn’t absolve accountability
for wrongdoing. Instead it contextualizes our faith. If love is our beginning, how can we live
our lives led by love’s promises? It reminds us to live fully—as we pursue justice and hope,
or express grief and gratitude. And so, this Lent, let us trust—fully—that we belong to God.
Let us increase our capacity to receive and give grace. Let us discover the expansive life
God dreams for us. (Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity)
Full to the Brim is a Lenten series developed by A Sanctified Art, LLC ©. The team of artists
at A Sanctified Art create multimedia resources for worshiping communities.
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