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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter. At this time, wearing a face mask is optional, and we
support and encourage anyone who wishes to wear one.

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:

TO

WORSHIP

God’s reach is endless.
God’s mercy is unstoppable.
God’s grace is lavish.
God’s love is constant.
God’s wisdom is vast.
God’s hope is stubborn.
God’s presence is here—
with us, among us, moving through us.
Breathe easy. Breathe deeply.
We are in God’s house.
Let us worship the One who welcomes us home.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us pray:
Silence is kept for reflection.

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

C: The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we know his name. It sounds like ours.
And we know his story. It sounds like ours. For who among us hasn’t burned a
bridge? Who among us hasn’t forgotten that we belong to one another? Who
among us has not ached for home? The prodigal son isn’t given a name, but we
know his name. Forgive us God. We want to come home.
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WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

P: Family of faith, the word ‘prodigal’ can be defined as wasteful or imprudent, hence the
name, “Prodigal Son.” However, ‘prodigal’ can also be described as extravagant and
excessive. Friends, we worship a prodigal God—a God who is extravagant in mercy and
excessive in grace. For no matter how many times we run, no matter how far we go or how
lost we get, God is standing at the end of the driveway waiting for us. The doors are open.
The feast is for you. This grace is extravagant.
C: Thanks be to God, amen.
You are invited to stand.

*GATHERING SONG

WHAT WONDROUS LOVE
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*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God of open doors, We often long to come home to you, to love, and to ourselves, but
we aren’t always sure how to get there. We know that we need you, but the road back to
you is heavy with distractions. So if we can dare to be so forward, we pray—reach into the
cacophony of our hearts and minds and make yourself known. Quiet everything but your
Word for us today. Leave us awestruck. Drown out the distractions. Come as thunder or
come as a still, small voice; we don't care which, we just pray that you will come. Turn on
the light. Speak through these words. Find the parts of us that are lost. With hope we pray,
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠

FIRST READING

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
So then, from this point on we won’t recognize people by human standards. Even though
we used to know Christ by human standards, that isn’t how we know him now. 17So then, if
anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation. The old things have gone away,
and look, new things have arrived!
16

All of these new things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and
who gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 19In other words, God was reconciling the world
to himself through Christ, by not counting people’s sins against them. He has trusted us
with this message of reconciliation.
18

So we are ambassadors who represent Christ. God is negotiating with you through us. We
beg you as Christ’s representatives, “Be reconciled to God!” 21God caused the one who
didn’t know sin to be sin for our sake so that through him we could become the
righteousness of God.(CEB)
20

A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
You are invited to stand.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word:
C: I will arise and go to my father and say, I have sinned against heaven and
before you.
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*THE GOSPEL

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
All the tax collectors and sinners were gathering around Jesus to listen to him. 2The
Pharisees and legal experts were grumbling, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats
with them.”
Jesus told them this parable:

3

Jesus said, “A certain man had two sons. 12The younger son said to his father, ‘Father, give
me my share of the inheritance.’ Then the father divided his estate between them. 13Soon
afterward, the younger son gathered everything together and took a trip to a land far away.
There, he wasted his wealth through extravagant living.
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“When he had used up his resources, a severe food shortage arose in that country and he
began to be in need. 15He hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent
him into his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to eat his fill from what the pigs ate, but no one
gave him anything. 17When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
hands have more than enough food, but I’m starving to death! 18I will get up and go to my
father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I no longer
deserve to be called your son. Take me on as one of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he got up and
went to his father.
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“While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with compassion. His
father ran to him, hugged him, and kissed him. 21Then his son said, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.’ 22But the father
said to his servants, ‘Quickly, bring out the best robe and put it on him! Put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet! 23Fetch the fattened calf and slaughter it. We must celebrate
with feasting 24because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life! He was lost
and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
“Now his older son was in the field. Coming in from the field, he approached the house
and heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the servants and asked what was going
on. 27The servant replied, ‘Your brother has arrived, and your father has slaughtered the
fattened calf because he received his son back safe and sound.’ 28Then the older son was
furious and didn’t want to enter in, but his father came out and begged him. 29He answered
his father, ‘Look, I’ve served you all these years, and I never disobeyed your instruction.
Yet you’ve never given me as much as a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.
30
But when this son of yours returned, after gobbling up your estate on prostitutes, you
slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’ 31Then his father said, ‘Son, you are always with me,
and everything I have is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and be glad because this brother
of yours was dead and is alive. He was lost and is found.’”(CEB)
25

You are invited to sit.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN
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You are invited to stand.

*HYMN

OF THE

DAY

CHANGE MY HEART, O GOD

You are invited to sit.
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AFFIRMATION

OF

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith:
C: We believe in a God who waits in the driveway for us.
We believe in a God who leaves the porch light on and throws a feast when we are
found.
We believe in a God who doesn’t stop looking for us when we get lost.
We believe in a God of prodigal grace—excessive, extravagant, over-the-top
grace.
In response to this grace, we hold tighter to each other.
We remember that humans are not meant to go through life alone; so we look for
ways to welcome each other in, to live like we are family, and to lead with
grace—excessive, extravagant, over-the-top grace.
We believe that this is our call. Let it be so. Amen.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically
by scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash
can be mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for
opening your heart!

PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

A: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at
your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here,
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. If you would
like communion brought to you, please let an usher know.
If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of
life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
C:Amen.

✠Sending ✠

BLESSING
P: As our time of worship comes to a close, may you be awestruck by the beauty of this
world. May you laugh, and may it be contagious. May you overflow with love for those
around you. May you be effusive with hope and quick to point out joy. And in all of your
living, and breathing, and being, may you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy
Spirit, and may it change your life. In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love
itself—go in peace, full to the brim. Amen.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*SENDING HYMN

AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE)
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You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

3/27

Nancy Bryant

Teresa Steger

Joanne
Hudgins

Jamee Dillon

Sharon Smith

4/3

Reilly Dillon

Mike
Fitzcharles

Mary and
Louise
Fitzcharles

Joanna
Heldreth

Kelsey Dillon

4/10

Alyce Cohen

Sharon Smith

Connie
Boatwright

Alyce Cohen

Tim Cochran

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., March 27

Mon., March 28
Tues., March 29
Wed., March 30
Thurs., March 31
Fri., April 1
Sat., April 2
Sun., April 3

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
How to Read the Bible – 12:30pm in Room 201 (2nd floor) with
Pr Karen
How to Read the Bible – 7pm on Zoom with Pr Maddie
Lenten Prayer Service – 7pm at St John Lutheran Church
Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
How to Read the Bible – 3pm in Room 201 with Pr Corey
– 7pm in Room 201 with Pr Scott
How to Read the Bible – 11am in Room 201 with Ms Candy
Maxwell
Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
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Artist Reflection
New in Christ
by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman
Inspired by 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Digital painting
How does one image the transformation we experience in Christ? I began with this verse:
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!” (2 Cor. 5:17, NRSV)
When I closed my eyes and repeated this verse over and over again, I began to see the
silhouette of a person filled with the echoes of the first creation narrative in Genesis. This
came at no surprise to me, considering I like to think of the first creation narrative in a
radial fashion, with the imagery of each day starting from the center and building in rings
upon the next. Within this person experiencing new life in Christ is imagery of the
delineation of light and darkness, water and sky, water and earth. They contain seeds
yielding vegetation, the light of the sun and the moon, the feathers of winged creatures,
the patterned wings of butterflies, and the closed buds of Sabbath. From there the creation
narrative begins again, continuing to ripple and move toward the edges of the figure.
At the center of the creation narrative is a fire poppy, which symbolizes new life, for it
grows and thrives in the ash following the destruction of wildfire. A butterfly is poised on
the flower, also representing new life, for it transforms from a caterpillar into an
intricately-designed, delicately-winged creature. The poppy grows from the wound of the
golden figure who is meant to personify the transformative love of Christ. The figures, one
experiencing new life, and the other sharing the love of Christ, embrace and dance, offering
a new picture of what the ministry of reconciliation might look like.
—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | Graphic design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman |
Original photography by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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About the theme: Full to the Brim, an Expansive Lent
The scriptures for this Lenten season (in the Revised Common Lectionary, Year C) are filled
with parables and promises of God’s abundant and expansive grace. Jesus as a mother hen,
a prodigal son welcomed home, a fig tree nurtured with care and hope, precious oil poured
out lovingly and freely, stones shouting out with praise —these sacred texts are brimming
with a gospel of grace. We’ve done nothing to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like
water, it spills over. Full to the Brim is an invitation—into a radically different Lent, into a
full life. It’s an invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and injustice
at every turn, to pour out even more grace wherever it is needed. It disrupts the scarcity
mentality that capitalism, oppression, or hierarchy can plant inside of us. When we allow
ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love, that love spills over. It reaches
beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes and flows, touching everything in its path.
We recognize that traditional iterations of Lent often emphasize restraint, confession, and
piety. The origins of Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to fast and
prepare to be baptized into a new way of living. In essence, this was a practice of stepping
away from the rat race, corrupt power, scarcity mentality, and empty rituals in order to live
a more expansive and full life of faith. And so, Full to the Brim trusts the promise of our
baptisms—God has already claimed us as God’s own and nothing we can do will ever
change or erase that.
Full to the Brim doesn’t ignore or deny sin and suffering. It doesn’t absolve accountability
for wrongdoing. Instead it contextualizes our faith. If love is our beginning, how can we live
our lives led by love’s promises? It reminds us to live fully—as we pursue justice and hope,
or express grief and gratitude. And so, this Lent, let us trust—fully—that we belong to God.
Let us increase our capacity to receive and give grace. Let us discover the expansive life
God dreams for us. (Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity)
Full to the Brim is a Lenten series developed by A Sanctified Art, LLC ©. The team of artists
at A Sanctified Art create multimedia resources for worshiping communities.
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