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Full to the Brim - Even the Stones Cry Out
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Luke 19:28-40
Palm Sunday

C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter. At this time, wearing a face mask is optional, and we
support and encourage anyone who wishes to wear one.

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:

TO

WORSHIP

It is holy to gather.
It is holy to sing.
It is holy to be generous, to throw our coats on the road.
It is holy to celebrate justice when we see it.
It is holy to shout, “Hosanna!”
It is holy to remember.
It is holy to gather.
It is holy to sing.
Here and now, let us do all of these things.
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*PROCESSIONAL HYMN

BLESSING

OF THE

HOSANNA

PALMS
3

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by
those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those
who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to
his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*GATHERING SONG

CALL

TO

ALL GLORY, LAUD,

AND

HONOR

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
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Silence is kept for reflection.

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

P: Let us pray together: God of street parades and hosannas,
C: we know that you are counting on us to speak out against oppression,
P: to speak up for love and to speak hope to fear,
C: but so often we are silent.
P: We worry that we’ll say the wrong thing,
C: so we don’t say anything at all.
P: We worry that we’ll offend,
C: so we keep our convictions to ourselves.
P: We worry that we’ll speak up and won’t be heard,
C: so we stay silent.
P: And meanwhile, the parade marches on.
C: Unravel our fears. Spark conviction in us. Give us the courage to yell,
“Hosanna!”
P: Gratefully we pray, amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

P: Friends, even when we are silent, even when we are scared, even when we miss the
moment, even when we choose to speak and say the wrong thing—we belong to God.
There is nothing said or unsaid, done or undone that can undo that, so rest in this good
news:
C: We are forgiven. We are known. We belong to God, every day and always.
Amen.

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: Holy God, sometimes life feels like a parade rushing by us as we stand on the sidelines
and try not to miss it! There are hundreds of things that catch our eye, but the thing we
fear missing the most is you. So slow down the speed on this parade. Paint the colors of
this world a little brighter. And dance through the words in our scripture passage until it is
almost impossible for us to miss you there. God we are here. We are trying to pay
attention. Gratefully we pray,
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.
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✠ Word ✠
FIRST READING

Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord God gave me an educated tongue
to know how to respond to the weary
with a word that will awaken them in the morning.
God awakens my ear in the morning to listen,
as educated people do.
5
The Lord God opened my ear;
I didn’t rebel; I didn’t turn my back.
6
Instead, I gave my body to attackers,
and my cheeks to beard pluckers.
I didn’t hide my face
from insults and spitting.
7
The Lord God will help me;
therefore, I haven’t been insulted.
Therefore, I set my face like flint,
and knew I wouldn’t be ashamed.
8
The one who will declare me innocent is near.
Who will argue with me?
Let’s stand up together.
Who will bring judgment against me?
Let him approach me.
9
Look! The Lord God will help me.
Who will condemn me?
Look, they will wear out like clothing;
the moth will eat them.(CEB)
A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
4

You are invited to stand.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word:
C: Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death
on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is
above ev’ry name.
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*THE GOSPEL

Luke 19:28-40

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 19th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
28
After Jesus said this, he continued on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
As Jesus came to Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of Olives, he gave two disciples a
task. 30He said, “Go into the village over there. When you enter it, you will find tied up
there a colt that no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks, ‘Why
are you untying it?’ just say, ‘Its master needs it.’” 32Those who had been sent found it
exactly as he had said.
29

As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”

33

They replied, “Its master needs it.” 35They brought it to Jesus, threw their clothes on the
colt, and lifted Jesus onto it. 36As Jesus rode along, they spread their clothes on the road.
34

As Jesus approached the road leading down from the Mount of Olives, the whole throng of
his disciples began rejoicing. They praised God with a loud voice because of all the mighty
things they had seen. 38They said,
37

“Blessings on the king who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens.”
Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, scold your disciples! Tell
them to stop!”
39

He answered, “I tell you, if they were silent, the stones would shout.”(CEB)

40

You are invited to sit.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN

You are invited to stand.
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*HYMN

OF THE

DAY

PAVE

You are invited to sit.
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THE

WAY WITH BRANCHES

AFFIRMATION

OF

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith:
Paraphrased from and inspired by Luke 19:28-40.
A: Go to the village ahead of you, and you will find a colt tied there. Untie it and bring it
here. If anyone asks you, say, “The Lord needs it.”
C: We believe in a God of surprises.
We believe in a God with a sense of humor.
We believe that there are things we may never understand, but we believe that
even in the mystery, God is there.
A: They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt, and put Jesus on it. As he went
along, people spread their cloaks on the road.
C: We believe in giving what we have.
We believe that actions of generosity change us.
We dare to believe that these small acts can change the world.
A: The whole crowd of disciples began joyfully praising God in loud voices for all the
miracles they had seen.
C: We believe in a God who is a miracle-maker.
We believe in a God of good news.
We believe this good news is so good that we cannot help but sing.
A: Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”
C: We believe there will be forces that try to silence what is just, good, hopeful,
and generous.
We do not believe those voices will have the last word.
A: “I tell you,” Jesus replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
C: We believe, at the end of the day, love will find a way.
We believe.
Help our unbelief.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.
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✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!

ANTHEM
PRAYER

REJOICE CHOIR - LAMB
OF

OF

GOD

OFFERING

A: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at
your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here,
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
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INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Our bread is
vegan and gluten free. If you are curious about the recipe, please ask Pastor Maddie before or
following the service. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought to you, please
let an usher know.
If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of
life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.
C:Amen.

✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: As our time of worship comes to a close, may you be awestruck by the beauty of this
world. May you laugh, and may it be contagious. May you overflow with love for those
around you. May you be effusive with hope and quick to point out joy. And in all of your
living, and breathing, and being, may you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy
Spirit, and may it change your life. In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love
itself—go in peace, full to the brim. Amen.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*SENDING HYMN

CHORUS

12

OF

OUR FAITH

You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022 Common English Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayer by Rev.
Sarah (Are) Speed | Graphic design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman | Original photography by Rev. Lisle Gwynn
Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

4/10

Alyce Cohen

Sharon Smith

Connie
Boatwright

Alyce Cohen

Tim Cochran

4/17

Gale Krol

Brian Hudgins

Joanne
Hudgins

Gale Krol

Moe Moczulski

4/24

Lisa Stokes

Teresa Steger

Corinne Cuffia

Joanna
Heldreth

Kelsey Dillon

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., April 10

Mon., April 11
Tues., April 12
Wed., April 13
Thurs., April 14
Fri., April 15

Sat., April 16
Sun., April 17

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
Game Night – 7pm at St Alban’s Episcopal Church

Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
Maundy Thursday Service – 5pm in the Fellowship Hall at St John
Lutheran Church
Linthicum Cross Walk – Noon - 2pm starting at St Philip of Neri
and ending at St John
Good Friday Service – 5pm in the Fellowship Hall at St John
Lutheran Church
Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.

Holy Week with Rejoice Fellowship

Sunday, April 10 – Palm Sunday, worship at 10am
Thursday, April 14 – Maundy Thursday, worship at 5pm
Friday, April 15 – Good Friday, worship at 5pm
Sunday, April 17 – Easter Sunday, worship at 10am
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Artist Reflection
Even the Stones Cry Out
by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman
Inspired by Luke 19:28-40
Digital painting with photo collage
When I began this image, I wanted the medium to be the message. Initially I thought I
might make a mosaic of stones, however, I was wisely encouraged by my colleagues to try
photography and digital collage. I went out into my side yard and picked up rocks to take
pictures of them. As I quickly scanned for interesting rocks, I was underwhelmed by what I
was seeing. I had already decided that the rocks were going to be dull and boring. My color
enthusiast self was annoyed by the prospect of dusty neutral tones and minimal contrast.
This was an interesting place to begin my process, considering the text I was working with.
I was definitely underestimating what the rocks would have to offer the piece, and was
preemptively disappointed about the mundane color schemes and textures I would have to
work with from my photographs. Gosh, was I wrong. As I downloaded the images and
began to edit them, a wide spectrum of color came into view. Most of the hues were
entirely shocking and unexpected: periwinkle, magenta, turquoise, mauve, rust, orange,
gold, and plum, just to name a few. It was as if God was saying to me, “See, even if you
turn a blind eye, and your assumptions distract you, the stones will cry out.”
In this piece there are three stones bordered in gold to reference the voice of God, the
truth that will not be quelled. Down the sides of the image are the “silencers” in postures of
quieting judgment. My hope was for the silencers to be completely visually enveloped and
drowned out by the stones. I left the silencers simplified and unfinished to signify that their
attempts at diminishing the truth would ultimately and always be in vain.
—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman
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About the theme: Full to the Brim, an Expansive Lent
The scriptures for this Lenten season (in the Revised Common Lectionary, Year C) are filled
with parables and promises of God’s abundant and expansive grace. Jesus as a mother hen,
a prodigal son welcomed home, a fig tree nurtured with care and hope, precious oil poured
out lovingly and freely, stones shouting out with praise —these sacred texts are brimming
with a gospel of grace. We’ve done nothing to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like
water, it spills over. Full to the Brim is an invitation—into a radically different Lent, into a
full life. It’s an invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and injustice
at every turn, to pour out even more grace wherever it is needed. It disrupts the scarcity
mentality that capitalism, oppression, or hierarchy can plant inside of us. When we allow
ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love, that love spills over. It reaches
beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes and flows, touching everything in its path.
We recognize that traditional iterations of Lent often emphasize restraint, confession, and
piety. The origins of Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to fast and
prepare to be baptized into a new way of living. In essence, this was a practice of stepping
away from the rat race, corrupt power, scarcity mentality, and empty rituals in order to live
a more expansive and full life of faith. And so, Full to the Brim trusts the promise of our
baptisms—God has already claimed us as God’s own and nothing we can do will ever
change or erase that.
Full to the Brim doesn’t ignore or deny sin and suffering. It doesn’t absolve accountability
for wrongdoing. Instead it contextualizes our faith. If love is our beginning, how can we live
our lives led by love’s promises? It reminds us to live fully—as we pursue justice and hope,
or express grief and gratitude. And so, this Lent, let us trust—fully—that we belong to God.
Let us increase our capacity to receive and give grace. Let us discover the expansive life
God dreams for us. (Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity)
Full to the Brim is a Lenten series developed by A Sanctified Art, LLC ©. The team of artists
at A Sanctified Art create multimedia resources for worshiping communities.
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