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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter. At this time, wearing a face mask is optional, and we
support and encourage anyone who wishes to wear one.

✠ Movement 1 | The Font ✠
WELCOME
CALL

TO

WORSHIP/CALL

TO THE

BODY

P: We invite you to bring your body into the worship of God. You may do so standing or
seated, by listening to your heartbeat or noticing the rise and fall of your abdomen with
each breath.
Silence is kept for reflection.
A: A call to worship is a call to presence.
C: We long to be fully present here, and to feel God’s presence here.
A: Notice the space around us, the way it looks, smells, and sounds.
C: With all our senses, we recognize a sacred space and our belonging in it.
A: We gather as good creation, wonderfully made.
C: We join our bodies into one body as we remember the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
You are invited to stand.
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*OPENING HYMN

WHAT WONDROUS LOVE

IS

THIS

You are invited to sit.

OPENING RITUAL
P: In a few minutes, we’ll hear the story of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet on the night of
his betrayal and arrest. It is a story of deep intimacy and sacred connection. It is also a
story about human resistance to God’s grace and our discomfort with the ways that Jesus
demands the disruption of hierarchies. In this story, Simon Peter first objects to Jesus's
plan to wash his feet. Jesus does not rebuke him, but he does insist, for he knows what is
to come.
As we prepare to lay down our burdens before God in confession, we place our trust in
God’s desire to know us and be with us. As we enter into the sacred story of John’s gospel,
let us take a few moments to notice our feet. Wiggle your toes. Plant your feet firmly on
the ground. As you experience these sensations, consider the wonder of God, who meets us
not only from on high but also kneeling at our feet.
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CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

P: Confession returns us to our bodies by reminding us that God claims us, exactly as we
are. Through repentance, we name that which we have left undone and ask for the help of
God and our community to seek repair, restoration, and renewal.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Let us pray together our prayer of confession:
C: Loving God, you pour out grace upon us exactly as we are, but we confess we
are suspicious and react from fear of scarcity.
You invite us to take our shoes off and receive the care our bodies need, but we
sit on our heels.
We sort bodies into worthy and unworthy ones to mask our insecurities.
We reject and punish fat bodies, disabled bodies, transgender bodies, and
racialized bodies—even when these bodies are our very own.
God, remind us that we are made in your image.
Help us learn to receive from your abundance so we can share all that we have
with others.
Let us see that the cups we longingly hold out are already full.
May they overflow so that all will have enough!
P: As he does with Peter in the footwashing, Jesus transforms our confusion and rejection
into joy and connection. With God’s help and mercy, we can reciprocate abundance with
one another and with Creation. In Jesus Christ we are loved and befriended by God.
C: Thanks be to God.

READING

John 13:1-17
Before the Festival of Passover, Jesus knew that his time had come to leave this world and
go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them fully.
Jesus and his disciples were sharing the evening meal. The devil had already provoked
Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew the Father had given everything
into his hands and that he had come from God and was returning to God. 4So he got up
from the table and took off his robes. Picking up a linen towel, he tied it around his waist.
5
Then he poured water into a washbasin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them
with the towel he was wearing. 6When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord,
are you going to wash my feet?”
2

Jesus replied, “You don’t understand what I’m doing now, but you will understand later.”
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“No!” Peter said. “You will never wash my feet!”
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4

Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t have a place with me.”
Simon Peter said, “Lord, not only my feet but also my hands and my head!”
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Jesus responded, “Those who have bathed need only to have their feet washed, because
they are completely clean. You disciples are clean, but not every one of you.” 11He knew
who would betray him. That’s why he said, “Not every one of you is clean.”
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After he washed the disciples’ feet, he put on his robes and returned to his place at the
table. He said to them, “Do you know what I’ve done for you? 13You call me ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord,’ and you speak correctly, because I am. 14If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed
your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet. 15I have given you an example: Just as I
have done, you also must do. 16I assure you, servants aren’t greater than their master, nor
are those who are sent greater than the one who sent them. 17Since you know these things,
you will be happy if you do them.
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REMEMBRANCE

OF

BAPTISM

P: With simple elements and simple acts, Jesus flipped the scripts of power to bring about
new possibilities for God’s love in the world. Before his betrayal and death, Jesus touched
his followers and sealed their connection. Jesus taught us to wash one another’s feet so
that we might witness each other’s goodness and be made clean. Through the waters of
baptism, God claims us as God’s own and marks the calling for our lives onto our bodies.
Together, we will remember our baptisms. First, let us pray:
P: God who poured forth water, God who formed each one of us, we give you thanks for the
sacrament of Baptism. Allow the cool drip of water on our bodies to bring us closer to you
so that we might live as your people, with justice, kindness, and humility. As we remember
your promises to us, renew in us a heart of compassion for others and help us recognize
your presence in all whom we meet.
C: Amen.
P: At this time, we invite you to approach the font, touch the water and make the sign of
the cross.

✠ Movement 2 | The Table ✠
OFFERING
P: Through the sacraments, God meets us in physical space, offering God’s self to us again
and again. In a spirit of grateful response, we offer what we have to meet the needs of our
neighbors, to serve Creation, and to glorify God. Let us give our tithes and offerings.
Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!
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PRAYER

OF

THANKSGIVING

P: God be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to God.
P: Let us give thanks to God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: God who took on flesh and lived among us, we greet you in worship. We greet you as a
Creator who made us good in our bodies; we greet you as a Redeemer who was perfectly
divine and totally human; we greet you as a Sustainer, an advocate, a helper who
surrounds us in all our ways and all our days. We come in our bodies of all sizes, races,
genders, abilities, sexualities, ages, and appearances, so that we might join with your body
as we encounter you tangibly, through bread and wine. Through this joyful feast, you fill
our spirits to overflowing.
You are invited to stand.

*HYMN

EAT THIS BREAD, DRINK THIS CUP

You are invited to sit.

PRAYER

OF

THANKSGIVING PART TWO

P: As you nourish us through this holy meal, leave us hungry for your Kin-dom. Leave us
thirsty for the justice that you pour out on the world. Let us encounter the bodies
around us. Let us see you in the faces of strangers and friends, taste you in the sourness
of grapes, hear you in the creaks of the sanctuary and the whisper of the breeze.
Through Holy Communion, teach us how to be for others as you are for us: sustaining
help, loving accompaniment, eternal hope.
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Help us to embrace the mystery of the sacrament as the symbolic and literal blur
together until all that remains is your presence with us. We do not come to the Table
with perfect understanding. Some of us come with child-like faith; some of us wrestle
with questions and doubts; some of us bear wounds that make us suspicious of this
act. With your grace we trust the sacred possibilities that become tangible when we
eat the bread and drink from the cup. We have hope that in doing this, we might gain
a glimpse of all that you offer to us.
We give thanks for the familiarity of rituals and ask that we would continuously notice
the possibilities you offer in them. Be with us as we pray to God our Father, Mother and
Loving Parent, the familiar prayer that Jesus taught us to pray, saying:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

WORDS

OF

INSTITUTION

P: Jesus, on the night when he was betrayed, took a loaf of bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: The Table of the joyful feast is not our Table but God’s. Nothing you do, nothing you say,
nothing about you can prevent you from partaking, for in communion God reveals the
wholeness of who we are together and with God. So as you receive this joyful feast, come
exactly as you are. There is more than enough. Come, for all is ready.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Our bread is
vegan and gluten free. If you are curious about the recipe, please ask Pastor Maddie before or
following the service. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought to you, please
let an usher know.
If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Holy Mystery, through communion we unite our bodies with your body, and in unity we
gain strength and hope. We give thanks for your transforming love. Like the sacraments,
we know that love is a doing, and so we ask for your help to turn this nourishment into love
for all we meet.
C: Amen.
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✠ Movement 3 | The World ✠
READING

John 13:33-35
Little children, I’m with you for a little while longer. You will look for me—but, just as I
told the Jewish leaders, I also tell you now—‘Where I’m going, you can’t come.’
33

“I give you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you also
must love each other. 35This is how everyone will know that you are my disciples, when you
love each other.”
34

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

P: God among us,
When we cry out for justice, you hear us. When we fall to our knees, you witness us. When
we lean into your comfort, you hold us. When we lose our way, you guide us. Hear our
prayers. Stay with us here as we seek your way toward hope and wholeness.
We name, O God, that at times it is hard to stay loving in the face of cruelty, neglect, and
harm. Yet even when Jesus knew his friends would betray and abandon him, he showed us
how to center our whole selves in your love instead of the hatred of people and the
injustice of systems of power. May we go and do likewise, as he called us to do, so that our
love for others will be a testimony to all you have done in our lives.
You may offer up your own joys and concerns.
Through the life and ministry of Jesus, you taught us how to love fiercely, how to honor one
another fully, and how to serve with humility and kindness. Through grace, you join us
together as one body. Be with us today and every day as we seek to pour out love as
disciples of Jesus.

OUR PRAYERS CONTINUED

IN

SONG
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HYMN

BEAUTIFUL THINGS

C: Amen, Amen, and Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*HYMN

CANTICLE

10

OF THE

TURNING

You are invited to sit.

FINAL BLESSING
P: Jesus chose to use his final hours to establish intimate and profound physical
connections with his friends. In the midst of this connection, he offered a new
commandment: to love others as he loves us. This is not an abstract, sentimental love. This
is bread-breaking, foot-washing, messy love. We have visited the font, we have been
nourished at the Table, and now we go out into the world to live out Jesus’s commandment.
As we leave this place, may the presence of the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer
fill the nooks and crannies of our lives.
A: Go in love!
C: We go out together in love. Amen.

STRIPPING

OF THE

ALTAR

About the Author of our Prayers and Liturgy: Adrian White
Adrian (they/them) is a writer, Texan, and third year MDiv student at Vanderbilt Divinity
School. They grew up in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and feel called to the work of
bringing to life the church’s growing commitments to the inclusion and thriving of all
children of God! They are proud to serve on the board of More Light Presbyterians. In
Nashville, Adrian serves on staff at Woodland Presbyterian Church and organizes with
Southerners On New Ground (SONG). When not working and studying, Adrian enjoys
playing board games with their spouse Wynn and taking long walks with their dog Bex.
Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | Graphic design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman |
Original photography by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

4/10

Alyce Cohen

Sharon Smith

Connie
Boatwright

Alyce Cohen

Tim Cochran

4/17

Gale Krol

Brian Hudgins

Joanne
Hudgins

Gale Krol

Moe Moczulski

4/24

Lisa Stokes

Teresa Steger

Corinne Cuffia

Joanna
Heldreth

Kelsey Dillon

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., April 10

Mon., April 11
Tues., April 12
Wed., April 13
Thurs., April 14
Fri., April 15

Sat., April 16
Sun., April 17

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
Game Night – 7pm at St Alban’s Episcopal Church

Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
Maundy Thursday Worship – 5pm in the Fellowship Hall at St
John Lutheran Church
Linthicum Cross Walk – noon-2pm starting at St Philip of Neri and
ending at St John
Good Friday Worship – 5pm in the Fellowship Hall at St John
Lutheran Church
Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Holy Week with Rejoice Fellowship

Sunday, April 10 – Palm Sunday, worship at 10am
Thursday, April 14 – Maundy Thursday, worship at 5pm
Friday, April 15 – Good Friday, worship at 5pm
Sunday, April 17 – Easter Sunday, worship at 10am
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Artist Reflection
Threshold
by Rev. T. Denise Anderson
Inspired by John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Oil on wood panel
“He loved them to the end.”
(John 13:1b, NRSV)
The hardest time of a loved one’s transition, in my opinion, are the moments right before it
happens, when the family gathers to say goodbye and usher them into Life Eternal. It may
be difficult or impossible to remember a time when they weren’t in your life. How will you
go on without them? You don’t know what’s on the other side of this journey, which makes
the moment particularly unsettling.
When I visited the Holy Land, I found myself regularly taking off my shoes and stepping
into whatever body of water was there. For me, there is a liminality to standing with my
feet submerged, not far from dry ground. Whether a boat ride or baptism, you’re going
somewhere you’ve never been when you decide to take that step.
The disciples have no idea where their own journey will take them. Peter is at first reluctant
to even dip his toes into the water—into the liminality. But they’re assured they’ll be with
Jesus on the other side.
I used a photo of my own feet as I stood on the banks of the Sea of Galilee as a reference
for this painting. Unknown to me at the time, the Golan Heights were about to be bombed
later that day.1 But at that time, the water calmly danced over my ankles, making its own
art as it bent and reflected light around them. I’ve signed the piece in such a way that
invites you to turn it any number of orientations. What changes for you when the feet are
facing downward, upward, or sideways? I invite you to embrace that disorientation, if only
for a moment, and try to find your footing.
—Rev. T. Denise Anderson

1 In May, 2018, Iranian forces in Syria fired rockets into the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights. To
learn more about the event and the conflict that led to it, read: “Iran Fires Rockets Into Golan
Heights From Syria, Israelis Say” by Isabel Kershner. The New York Times. May 9, 2018.
nytimes.com/2018/05/09/world/middleeast/israel-iran-attack.html
1
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About the theme: Full to the Brim, an Expansive Lent
The scriptures for this Lenten season (in the Revised Common Lectionary, Year C) are filled
with parables and promises of God’s abundant and expansive grace. Jesus as a mother hen,
a prodigal son welcomed home, a fig tree nurtured with care and hope, precious oil poured
out lovingly and freely, stones shouting out with praise —these sacred texts are brimming
with a gospel of grace. We’ve done nothing to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like
water, it spills over. Full to the Brim is an invitation—into a radically different Lent, into a
full life. It’s an invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and injustice
at every turn, to pour out even more grace wherever it is needed. It disrupts the scarcity
mentality that capitalism, oppression, or hierarchy can plant inside of us. When we allow
ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love, that love spills over. It reaches
beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes and flows, touching everything in its path.
We recognize that traditional iterations of Lent often emphasize restraint, confession, and
piety. The origins of Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to fast and
prepare to be baptized into a new way of living. In essence, this was a practice of stepping
away from the rat race, corrupt power, scarcity mentality, and empty rituals in order to live
a more expansive and full life of faith. And so, Full to the Brim trusts the promise of our
baptisms—God has already claimed us as God’s own and nothing we can do will ever
change or erase that.
Full to the Brim doesn’t ignore or deny sin and suffering. It doesn’t absolve accountability
for wrongdoing. Instead it contextualizes our faith. If love is our beginning, how can we live
our lives led by love’s promises? It reminds us to live fully—as we pursue justice and hope,
or express grief and gratitude. And so, this Lent, let us trust—fully—that we belong to God.
Let us increase our capacity to receive and give grace. Let us discover the expansive life
God dreams for us. (Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity)
Full to the Brim is a Lenten series developed by A Sanctified Art, LLC ©. The team of artists
at A Sanctified Art create multimedia resources for worshiping communities.
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