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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter. At this time, wearing a face mask is optional, and we
support and encourage anyone who wishes to wear one.

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL

TO

WORSHIP

A: Let us remember
C: how the sky went dark.
A: Let us remember
C: how his mother was there.
A: Let us remember
C: how people mocked him.
A: Let us remember
C: how his friends fled.
A: Let us remember,
C: how in the midst of all that, Jesus still chose love.
A: Let us worship holy God.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Let us pray together:

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

C: God of unfathomable mercy, if we were there, we’d like to think that we would
have defended you. We’d like to think that we would have stopped the guards and
silenced the mockery, protected your body and defended your name. However, if
we’re honest with ourselves, we probably would have been at the edge of the
crowd—silent and afraid. How often are we silent and afraid? How often do we
wait for the stones to cry out for us? Forgive us. Please forgive us. Amen.
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WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

P: Even from his place on the cross, even while being met with cruelty and violence, Jesus
overflows with truth and grace. He sees those around him. He speaks connection and
belonging into existence. He offers forgiveness. Friends, if this is true from the cross, it is
certainly true here. We are surrounded by grace.
C: We are held in love.
P: We are forgiven—over and over again.
C: That truth never changes. Thanks be to God.
You are invited to stand.

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God who asked for a drink, God who was killed by the state, God who offered love and
grace even from the cross—we are at a loss for words. What do we do with this day? The
air is heavy. Our hearts are heavy. The suffering of this world feels particularly close,
spilling out all over us. And yet, even in this space, we know you are moving. Even in this
space, we know that this is not the end. Give us the heart to hear this story and the
courage to let it change us. Gratefully we pray, amen.
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠
FIRST READING

My God, Oh My God – Psalm 22
arrangement by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
sung by Dave Hulteng, Gale Krol, and Pastor Maddie Tallman

Refrain:
My God, oh my God, why have you forgotten me?
My God, oh my God, how can you be silent now?
The dogs are closing in,
my mouth is dry; where is God in my despair,
so far from my cries? Where is God?
Our ancestors put their trust in you
and you delivered them.
I’ve been yours since I was a baby.
No, even before I was born,
Even before then.
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I am poured out like water;
my heart is melting.
Please do not be distant from me,
O God, my strength!
Do you even hear me call for your help?
I will declare your name.
The poor will eat and for once be satisfied.
Those who seek the Holy One
shall lift their praises high.
My soul will live for God
and everyone shall stand in awe of God’s love.
My children’s children,
and their children will be in God’s heart.
They will proclaim God’s saving love.
They will proclaim God’s saving love.
Proclaim God’s saving love;
Proclaim God’s saving love;
Proclaim God’s saving love…
You are invited to stand.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word:
C: Look to Jesus, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the
throne of God.

*THE GOSPEL

John 18:1 - 19:42

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 18th and 19th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
You are invited to sit.

After he said these things, Jesus went out with his disciples and crossed over to the other
side of the Kidron Valley. He and his disciples entered a garden there. 2Judas, his betrayer,
also knew the place because Jesus often gathered there with his disciples. 3Judas brought a
company of soldiers and some guards from the chief priests and Pharisees. They came
there carrying lanterns, torches, and weapons. 4Jesus knew everything that was to happen
to him, so he went out and asked, “Who are you looking for?”
They answered, “Jesus the Nazarene.”
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4

He said to them, “I Am.” (Judas, his betrayer, was standing with them.) 6When he said, “I
Am,” they shrank back and fell to the ground. 7He asked them again, “Who are you looking
for?”
They said, “Jesus the Nazarene.”
Jesus answered, “I told you, ‘I Am.’ If you are looking for me, then let these people go.”
This was so that the word he had spoken might be fulfilled: “I didn’t lose anyone of those
whom you gave me.”
8
9

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting
off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11Jesus told Peter, “Put your sword
away! Am I not to drink the cup the Father has given me?” 12Then the company of soldiers,
the commander, and the guards from the Jewish leaders took Jesus into custody. They
bound him 13and led him first to Annas. He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high
priest that year. (14Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders that it was
better for one person to die for the people.)
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Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Because this other disciple was known to
the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard. 16However, Peter stood
outside near the gate. Then the other disciple (the one known to the high priest) came out
and spoke to the woman stationed at the gate, and she brought Peter in. 17The servant
woman stationed at the gate asked Peter, “Aren’t you one of this man’s disciples?”
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“I’m not,” he replied. 18The servants and the guards had made a fire because it was cold.
They were standing around it, warming themselves. Peter joined them there, standing by
the fire and warming himself.
Meanwhile, the chief priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20Jesus
answered, “I’ve spoken openly to the world. I’ve always taught in synagogues and in the
temple, where all the Jews gather. I’ve said nothing in private. 21Why ask me? Ask those
who heard what I told them. They know what I said.”
19

After Jesus spoke, one of the guards standing there slapped Jesus in the face. “Is that
how you would answer the high priest?” he asked.
22

Jesus replied, “If I speak wrongly, testify about what was wrong. But if I speak correctly,
why do you strike me?” 24Then Annas sent him, bound, to Caiaphas the high priest.
23

Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing with the guards, warming himself. They asked,
“Aren’t you one of his disciples?”
25

Peter denied it, saying, “I’m not.”
A servant of the high priest, a relative of the one whose ear Peter had cut off, said to him,
“Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?” 27Peter denied it again, and immediately a
rooster crowed.
26

5

The Jewish leaders led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Roman governor’s palace. It was early
in the morning. So that they could eat the Passover, the Jewish leaders wouldn’t enter the
palace; entering the palace would have made them ritually impure.
28

So Pilate went out to them and asked, “What charge do you bring against this man?”

29

They answered, “If he had done nothing wrong, we wouldn’t have handed him over to
you.”
30

Pilate responded, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your Law.”

31

The Jewish leaders replied, “The Law doesn’t allow us to kill anyone.” (32This was so that
Jesus’ word might be fulfilled when he indicated how he was going to die.)
Pilate went back into the palace. He summoned Jesus and asked, “Are you the king of the
Jews?”
33

Jesus answered, “Do you say this on your own or have others spoken to you about me?”

34

Pilate responded, “I’m not a Jew, am I? Your nation and its chief priests handed you over
to me. What have you done?”
35

Jesus replied, “My kingdom doesn’t originate from this world. If it did, my guards would
fight so that I wouldn’t have been arrested by the Jewish leaders. My kingdom isn’t from
here.”
36

“So you are a king?” Pilate said.

37

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. I was born and came into the world for this
reason: to testify to the truth. Whoever accepts the truth listens to my voice.”
“What is truth?” Pilate asked.

38

After Pilate said this, he returned to the Jewish leaders and said, “I find no grounds for any
charge against him. 39You have a custom that I release one prisoner for you at Passover. Do
you want me to release for you the king of the Jews?”
They shouted, “Not this man! Give us Barabbas!” (Barabbas was an outlaw.)

40

Then Pilate had Jesus taken and whipped. 2The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns
and put it on his head, and dressed him in a purple robe. 3Over and over they went up to
him and said, “Greetings, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face.
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Pilate came out of the palace again and said to the Jewish leaders, “Look! I’m bringing him
out to you to let you know that I find no grounds for a charge against him.” 5When Jesus
came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here’s the
man.”
4

When the chief priests and their deputies saw him, they shouted out, “Crucify, crucify!”

6

6

Pilate told them, “You take him and crucify him. I don’t find any grounds for a charge
against him.”
The Jewish leaders replied, “We have a Law, and according to this Law he ought to die
because he made himself out to be God’s Son.”
7

When Pilate heard this word, he was even more afraid. 9He went back into the residence
and spoke to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus didn’t answer. 10So Pilate said, “You won’t
speak to me? Don’t you know that I have authority to release you and also to crucify you?”
8

Jesus replied, “You would have no authority over me if it had not been given to you from
above. That’s why the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” 12From that
moment on, Pilate wanted to release Jesus.
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However, the Jewish leaders cried out, saying, “If you release this man, you aren’t a friend
of the emperor! Anyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes the emperor!”
When Pilate heard these words, he led Jesus out and seated him on the judge’s bench at
the place called Stone Pavement (in Aramaic, Gabbatha). 14It was about noon on the
Preparation Day for the Passover. Pilate said to the Jewish leaders, “Here’s your king.”
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The Jewish leaders cried out, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”

15

Pilate responded, “What? Do you want me to crucify your king?”
“We have no king except the emperor,” the chief priests answered.
Jesus over to be crucified.

Then Pilate handed

16

The soldiers took Jesus prisoner. 17Carrying his cross by himself, he went out to a place
called Skull Place (in Aramaic, Golgotha). 18That’s where they crucified him—and two others
with him, one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 19Pilate had a public notice written and
posted on the cross. It read “Jesus the Nazarene, the king of the Jews.” 20Many of the Jews
read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city and it was written
in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. 21Therefore, the Jewish chief priests complained to Pilate,
“Don’t write, ‘The king of the Jews’ but ‘This man said, “I am the king of the Jews.”’”
Pilate answered, “What I’ve written, I’ve written.”

22

When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and his sandals, and divided them
into four shares, one for each soldier. His shirt was seamless, woven as one piece from the
top to the bottom. 24They said to each other, “Let’s not tear it. Let’s cast lots to see who will
get it.” This was to fulfill the scripture,
23

They divided my clothes among themselves,
and they cast lots for my clothing.
That’s what the soldiers did.
Jesus’ mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene stood
near the cross. 26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing
25

7

nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27Then he said to the disciple,
“Here is your mother.” And from that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
After this, knowing that everything was already completed, in order to fulfill the scripture,
Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29A jar full of sour wine was nearby, so the soldiers soaked a
sponge in it, placed it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips. 30When he had
received the sour wine, Jesus said, “It is completed.” Bowing his head, he gave up his life.
28

It was the Preparation Day and the Jewish leaders didn’t want the bodies to remain on the
cross on the Sabbath, especially since that Sabbath was an important day. So they asked
Pilate to have the legs of those crucified broken and the bodies taken down. 32Therefore,
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the two men who were crucified with Jesus. 33When
they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead so they didn’t break his legs.
34
However, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately blood and
water came out. 35The one who saw this has testified, and his testimony is true. He knows
that he speaks the truth, and he has testified so that you also can believe. 36These things
happened to fulfill the scripture, They won’t break any of his bones. 37And another scripture
says, They will look at him whom they have pierced.
31

After this Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate if he could take away the body of Jesus.
Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one because he feared the Jewish authorities.
Pilate gave him permission, so he came and took the body away. 39Nicodemus, the one who
at first had come to Jesus at night, was there too. He brought a mixture of myrrh and aloe,
nearly seventy-five pounds in all. 40Following Jewish burial customs, they took Jesus’ body
and wrapped it, with the spices, in linen cloths. 41There was a garden in the place where
Jesus was crucified, and in the garden was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid.
42
Because it was the Jewish Preparation Day and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus in
it.(CEB)
38

SERMON

DEACON SARAH KRETSCHMANN
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You are invited to stand.

*HYMN

OF THE

DAY

WERE YOU THERE?

You are invited to sit.

AFFIRMATION

OF

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith: We believe that the crucifixion shows us
the worst in humanity—
C: violence inflicted on the innocent, shame poured out in excess, mockery for the
sake of mockery, and abandonment of those we love.
A: We believe that Jesus shows us the best in humanity—
C: grace where grace is undeserved, humility in the face of power, justice in the
face of oppression, love that overcomes.
A: So today, as one voice, we choose
C: the latter.
A: We choose
C: love.
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A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:

We choose
grace.
We choose
one another.
We choose
to remember.
Let it be so.
Amen.

BIDDING PRAYER
A: Let us pray for the church around the world.
Silent prayer
A: God of every nation and culture, the way you show up within all of our traditions is truly
remarkable. Gather your church into one faith, and help us to celebrate that which makes
us diverse. We ask this through the One we call Holy.
C: Amen.
A: Let us pray for Bill and Elizabeth, our bishops, for Maddie, our pastor, for our council
members, for the Mission Builders, for our musicians, for all the many hardworking and
devoted members of Rejoice Fellowship, and for all the people of God.
Silent prayer
A: None of us will ever truly know just how many small tasks and large tasks go into the
ministry of your church, God. From mailing out newsletters every week, to individually
filling each communion cup, to making sure the palms were ready last Sunday, to calling
one contractor after another, to reconciling budgets and check requests, the list is never
ending. But we do this out of love for you, God. Strengthen us and give us hope when the
weight of the work starts to press down on our shoulders. Lighten our load. We ask this
through the One we call Holy.
C: Amen.
A: Let us pray for everyone who is preparing for baptism, and everyone who accompanies
them.
Silent prayer
A: From tiny smiling babies, to brave older souls longing for something else, everyone who
is preparing for baptism is on the brink of something life changing. We pray that this new
chapter brings new life and reassurance in your promises, God. We pray for all the parents
and godparents and sponsors of the soon-to-be baptized. May they also feel the support of
the community of faith. We ask this through the One we call Holy.
C: Amen.
A: Let us pray for the first people to hear the word of God, our Jewish neighbors.
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Silent prayer
A: God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Miriam, Ruth and Esther. Your chosen ones have suffered
throughout the ages and yet your covenant remains strong and unbreakable. Protect your
people from antisemitism and bring forth a world in which our Jewish neighbors live
comfortably. We ask this through the One we call Holy.
C: Amen.
A: Let us pray for our neighbors of different faiths.
Silent prayer
A: In every corner of the world, people are crying out to you, O God. Teach us how to
engage in respectful curiosity. Bring an end to hatred, especially Islamophobia. And connect
us to each other in a spiritual formation. We ask this through the One we call Holy.
C: Amen.
A: Let us pray for those who’ve experienced religious trauma.
Silent prayer
A: God of trust, God of mercy, God of tenderness, hold tight to those who’ve been hurt by
those in religious authority. Where trust is broken and hearts are torn, bring justice swiftly
and effectively. May we bear witness to the compounding pain of ignored or silenced sins.
We ask this through the One we call Holy.
C: Amen.
A: Let us pray for God’s creation.
Silent prayer
A: You made all of this, O God. Every clover, every eyelash, every smile and every pebble.
How do you take such care for something as small as a flower petal and something as large
as an ocean? We stand in awe of you and of this earth and everything in it. Protect it from
our sins of greed and corruption. We ask this through the One we call Holy.
C: Amen.
A: Let us pray for those who serve in public office.
Silent prayer
A: As you raise up leaders in every generation, give power to the marginalized. In your
favor to the poor and oppressed, give integrity to those elected to positions of public
leadership. May your wisdom and guidance bring justice and mercy. We ask this through
the One we call Holy.
C: Amen.
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A: Let us pray for those in need.
Silent prayer
A: God, your cup of sorrow is known to every empty stomach. Bring an end to systems that
promote economic inequality. Build up organizations like NCEON and feeding ministries in
our community, so that one day we no longer need to worry if everyone has enough to eat.
We ask this through the One we call Holy.
C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
All may depart in silence.
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Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

4/17

Gale Krol

Brian Hudgins

Joanne
Hudgins

Gale Krol

Moe Moczulski

4/24

Lisa Stokes

Teresa Steger

Corinne Cuffia

Joanna
Heldreth

Kelsey Dillon

5/1

Nancy Bryant

Mike
Fitzcharles

Debbie Jones

Jamee Dillon
Terri Carter

Tim Cochran

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., April 17
Mon., April 18
Tues., April 19
Wed., April 20
Thurs., April 21
Fri., April 22
Sat., April 23
Sun., April 24

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
WELCA – 7pm
Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall

Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Holy Week with Rejoice Fellowship

Sunday, April 10 – Palm Sunday, worship at 10am
Thursday, April 14 – Maundy Thursday, worship at 5pm
Friday, April 15 – Good Friday, worship at 5pm
Sunday, April 17 – Easter Sunday, worship at 10am
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Artist Reflection
Posca
by Carmelle Beaugelin
Inspired by John 19:1-30
Acrylic on canvas
Posca is an Ancient Roman drink made by mixing acetum—a low quality or spoiled sour
wine vinegar—with water, salt, and herbs like coriander seeds. Although despised by the
upper class and nobility of Rome, it was the cocktail of choice for Roman soldiers and the
lower classes.
Soaked in a sponge and attached to a hyssop branch, Posca was likely the drink offered to
Jesus in response to his final statement before his death. Jesus’ “I thirst” statement,
alongside the offering of this sour cocktail, has become one of the most famous last meals
in the history of capital execution.
This despised drink of the poor, consumed by the soldiers of Rome, may offer hints to the
social standing of the Roman soldiers performing Jesus’ execution in the hierarchy of
ancient Roman society. We are reminded throughout the passage that, while it is the
soldiers who are charged with the physical labor of carrying out the execution, they were
performing as the muscle of the Roman state on behalf of the Jewish religious nobility—who
indicted and demanded Jesus’ execution in the first place. Matthew’s account of the
crucifixion recalls that it was one of the soldiers who testified to the truth of who Jesus was
in the moments following his death, stating, “Surely he was the son of God!” (Matt. 27:54,
NIV)
Posca offers us a symbolic moment of fleeting and subliminal solidarity. The action of
offering the soon-to-be-executed Christ a drink from the personal flask of the executioner
invites us into the complexity of the actors in the crucifixion: Jesus as a servant of God
performing the will of God, and the soldiers as servants to Rome performing the will of the
religious leaders. Two cups of power, divine and secular (albeit, religious), converge in the
partaking of this final sour drink.
—Carmelle Beaugelin
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licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayer by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | Graphic design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman |
Original photography by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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About the theme: Full to the Brim, an Expansive Lent
The scriptures for this Lenten season (in the Revised Common Lectionary, Year C) are filled
with parables and promises of God’s abundant and expansive grace. Jesus as a mother hen,
a prodigal son welcomed home, a fig tree nurtured with care and hope, precious oil poured
out lovingly and freely, stones shouting out with praise —these sacred texts are brimming
with a gospel of grace. We’ve done nothing to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like
water, it spills over. Full to the Brim is an invitation—into a radically different Lent, into a
full life. It’s an invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and injustice
at every turn, to pour out even more grace wherever it is needed. It disrupts the scarcity
mentality that capitalism, oppression, or hierarchy can plant inside of us. When we allow
ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love, that love spills over. It reaches
beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes and flows, touching everything in its path.
We recognize that traditional iterations of Lent often emphasize restraint, confession, and
piety. The origins of Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to fast and
prepare to be baptized into a new way of living. In essence, this was a practice of stepping
away from the rat race, corrupt power, scarcity mentality, and empty rituals in order to live
a more expansive and full life of faith. And so, Full to the Brim trusts the promise of our
baptisms—God has already claimed us as God’s own and nothing we can do will ever
change or erase that.
Full to the Brim doesn’t ignore or deny sin and suffering. It doesn’t absolve accountability
for wrongdoing. Instead it contextualizes our faith. If love is our beginning, how can we live
our lives led by love’s promises? It reminds us to live fully—as we pursue justice and hope,
or express grief and gratitude. And so, this Lent, let us trust—fully—that we belong to God.
Let us increase our capacity to receive and give grace. Let us discover the expansive life
God dreams for us. (Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity)
Full to the Brim is a Lenten series developed by A Sanctified Art, LLC ©. The team of artists
at A Sanctified Art create multimedia resources for worshiping communities.
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