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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter. At this time, wearing a face mask is optional, and we
support and encourage anyone who wishes to wear one.

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL

TO

WORSHIP

A: This day is not like any other day.
C: Today we slow down. Today we take it all in. Today we rest in good news.
A: This day is not like any other day.
C: Today we are singing. Today we are full to the brim. Today joy cannot be
contained.
A: This day is not like any other day.
C: Today the stone was rolled away. Today the women saw the empty grave.
Today we know—death does not win.
A: This day is not like any other day.
C: Alleluia! Amen.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
P: Family of faith, it is our tradition to have a prayer of confession each week—not to harp
on ourselves or to drum up guilt, but because we believe God is not done with us yet.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: So please join me in the prayer of confession, because God is always listening and God’s
grace is always full to the brim:
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PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

C: God of new life, we are a mixed bag. We want to be full to the brim with hope
and joy, but often we overflow with comparison and doubt. We want to embody
the resurrection, but often we’d rather stay the same than to begin again. We
want to have the courage to be like the women on that Easter morning—to run
and speak truth, but often we are weary of courage and uncertain of our own
voices. Forgive us for all the ways we remain unchanged. Break into our hearts.
Overflow here. With hope we pray, amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

P: Family of faith, if there is life after death, then you can be certain—there is life after
mess. There is life after mistakes. There is life after doubt. There is new life freely given,
and that life is for you. You are forgiven, loved, and claimed. May we live full to the brim in
response.
C: Thanks be to God, and let it be so. Alleluia! Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*GATHERING SONG

JESUS CHRIST
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IS

RISEN TODAY

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: Holy God, we so often long for more. We want more than the hamster wheel life of to-do
lists and errands, meal prep and alarm clocks. We want more than comparison and
competition. We want more than certainty that drowns out curiosity. We want more than
fear that leads to violence. We want a life that is teeming with alleluias. We want a life
overcrowded with hope. We want a life congested with good news. We want a life
jam-packed with forgiveness. We want a life bursting with laughter. We want a life so full
that the stone just has to be rolled away. So today we pray—break the dam. Dust the
cobwebs from our ears. Clear space in our minds to hear you clearly. Speak to us as only
you can. It’s what we long for. We long for you. Gratefully we pray,
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠
FIRST READING

Acts 10:34-43
Peter said, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people
over another. 35Rather, in every nation, whoever worships him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. 36This is the message of peace he sent to the Israelites by proclaiming
the good news through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all! 37You know what happened
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism John preached. 38You know about
Jesus of Nazareth, whom God anointed with the Holy Spirit and endowed with power. Jesus
traveled around doing good and healing everyone oppressed by the devil because God was
with him. 39We are witnesses of everything he did, both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They
killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him up on the third day and allowed
him to be seen, 41not by everyone but by us. We are witnesses whom God chose
beforehand, who ate and drank with him after God raised him from the dead. 42He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God
appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”(CEB)
A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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You are invited to stand.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word:
C: Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us keep
the feast. Alleluia.
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*THE GOSPEL

Luke 24:1-12

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Very early in the morning on the first day of the week, the women went to the tomb,
bringing the fragrant spices they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, 3but when they went in, they didn’t find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4They didn’t
know what to make of this. Suddenly, two men were standing beside them in gleaming
bright clothing. 5The women were frightened and bowed their faces toward the ground, but
the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6He isn’t here, but
has been raised. Remember what he told you while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Human
One must be handed over to sinners, be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then
they remembered his words. 9When they returned from the tomb, they reported all these
things to the eleven and all the others. 10It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother
of James, and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles. 11Their
words struck the apostles as nonsense, and they didn’t believe the women. 12But Peter ran
to the tomb. When he bent over to look inside, he saw only the linen cloth. Then he
returned home, wondering what had happened.(CEB)
You are invited to sit.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN

You are invited to stand.
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*HYMN

OF THE

DAY

EXPANSIVE LIFE
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You are invited to sit.

AFFIRMATION

OF

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith: We believe in a God who can astound
us—
C: a God who created the mountains of Colorado, the stars on a summer night,
and the green of Ireland.
A: We believe in Jesus, whose example changes us—
C: an example of love for those on the fringes, healing for the sick, and welcome
for the lonely.
A: We believe that Jesus was abandoned by his friends, wounded, mocked, and killed by
the state.
C: And in a garden, three days later, we believe that life began again—the stone
was rolled back, as death lost its sting.
A: Ever since that day, we believe the Spirit has been inviting us into an expansive life—
C: a life not measured by wealth or accolades, but a life full to the brim with joy,
overflowing with laughter, saturated in hope, and decorated with good news.
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A: Death has lost its sting.
C: We believe, and are set free. Thanks be to God, amen.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!

ANTHEM
PRAYER

REJOICE CHOIR
OF

OFFERING

A: Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your
wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Our bread is
vegan and gluten free. If you are curious about the recipe, please ask Pastor Maddie before or
following the service. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought to you, please
let an usher know.
If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new
heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as
witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
C:Amen.

✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: As our time of worship comes to a close, may you be awestruck by the beauty of this
world. May you laugh, and may it be contagious. May you overflow with love for those
around you. May you be effusive with hope and quick to point out joy. And in all of your
living, and breathing, and being, may you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy
Spirit, and may it change your life. In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love
itself—go in peace, full to the brim. Amen.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*SENDING HYMN

CHRIST

You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
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IS

RISEN! ALLELUIA!

DISMISSAL
A:
C:
A:
C:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

4/17

Gale Krol

Brian Hudgins

Joanne
Hudgins

Gale Krol

Moe Moczulski

4/24

Lisa Stokes

Teresa Steger

Corinne Cuffia

Joanna
Heldreth

Kelsey Dillon

5/1

Nancy Bryant

Mike
Fitzcharles

Debbie Jones

Jamee Dillon
Terri Carter

Tim Cochran

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., April 17
Mon., April 18
Tues., April 19
Wed., April 20
Thurs., April 21
Fri., April 22
Sat., April 23
Sun., April 24

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
WELCA – 7pm
Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall

Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Easter Documentary Watch Party – 1pm
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022 Common English Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayer by Rev.
Sarah (Are) Speed | Graphic design by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman | Original photography by Rev. Lisle Gwynn
Garrity | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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Artist Reflection
Prepared
by Hannah Garrity
Inspired by Luke 24:1-12
Paper lace
“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices
that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they
went in, they did not find the body.”
(Luke 24:1-3, NRSV)
I recently read Art and Faith1 by Makoto Fujimura. Fujimura speaks of the beauty in
particular moments in scripture: when the women enter the tomb, and when Mary, sister of
Martha, pours oil over Jesus before his journey to the cross. Fujimura draws attention to
these texts to anchor a discussion of the importance of beauty in faithful practice. God
placed beautiful things on earth for us to give back to God in glory. We must consider
when, where, why, and how we engage beauty. We must engage with beauty in our faithful
practice.
In this paper lace art piece, the inside of a bowl is patterned with images telling the initial
moments of the Easter story. This design depicts burial spices in patterns. Amidst the spice
patterns, a sunrise emerges. At the top is an abstract image of the empty tomb.
This moment, the moment when the women arrive at the tomb, represents an act of holy,
extravagant, expansive beauty. Imagine being there, arriving at daybreak, holding the
spice bowl in your hands. The burial spices, nard and myrrh, were aromatic. The aromas of
blood, oils, death, and spices fill the air. Imagine how it would have smelled. It was the
work of the women to honor the body of the deceased; to honor the life he had lived, and
they had loved.
How might we honor God with our practices of beauty? What materials do we need to
gather and incorporate? How can we keep God centered in our creative endeavors?
—Hannah Garrity

Fujimura, Makoto, with foreword by N. T. Wright. Art and Faith: A Theology of Making. (New Haven
& London: Yale University Press, 2020).
1
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About the theme: Full to the Brim, an Expansive Lent
The scriptures for this Lenten season (in the Revised Common Lectionary, Year C) are filled
with parables and promises of God’s abundant and expansive grace. Jesus as a mother hen,
a prodigal son welcomed home, a fig tree nurtured with care and hope, precious oil poured
out lovingly and freely, stones shouting out with praise —these sacred texts are brimming
with a gospel of grace. We’ve done nothing to deserve or earn this grace, and yet, like
water, it spills over. Full to the Brim is an invitation—into a radically different Lent, into a
full life. It’s an invitation to be authentically who you are, to counter scarcity and injustice
at every turn, to pour out even more grace wherever it is needed. It disrupts the scarcity
mentality that capitalism, oppression, or hierarchy can plant inside of us. When we allow
ourselves to be filled to the brim with God’s lavish love, that love spills over. It reaches
beyond ourselves; like water, it rushes and flows, touching everything in its path.
We recognize that traditional iterations of Lent often emphasize restraint, confession, and
piety. The origins of Lent were that one was to leave their old life behind to fast and
prepare to be baptized into a new way of living. In essence, this was a practice of stepping
away from the rat race, corrupt power, scarcity mentality, and empty rituals in order to live
a more expansive and full life of faith. And so, Full to the Brim trusts the promise of our
baptisms—God has already claimed us as God’s own and nothing we can do will ever
change or erase that.
Full to the Brim doesn’t ignore or deny sin and suffering. It doesn’t absolve accountability
for wrongdoing. Instead it contextualizes our faith. If love is our beginning, how can we live
our lives led by love’s promises? It reminds us to live fully—as we pursue justice and hope,
or express grief and gratitude. And so, this Lent, let us trust—fully—that we belong to God.
Let us increase our capacity to receive and give grace. Let us discover the expansive life
God dreams for us. (Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity)
Full to the Brim is a Lenten series developed by A Sanctified Art, LLC ©. The team of artists
at A Sanctified Art create multimedia resources for worshiping communities.
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About Rejoice Fellowship
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We came together in
2016 and have been discovering and re-discovering how to be the church together. We
worship at 10am each Sunday, both in person and streaming on Facebook, always
conscious of COVID rates. While our primary location is being built on Quarterfield Road, we
are temporarily worshiping at St. John Lutheran Church, who have been the most gracious
hosts. Thank you for worshiping with us!

Easter Documentary Watch Party on Zoom
Rick Steves' European Easter
Sat. April 23rd, 1pm
Taking you on a spring journey through
Spain, Slovenia, Italy, and Greece, "Rick
Steves' European Easter" celebrates this
2,000-year-old story in a variety of
cultures. You'll feel the emotion of this
special time as the Passion of Christ
unfolds during Holy Week. We'll join
Andalusians carrying parade floats, Greek
priests tossing showers of flower petals,
and villagers blessing olive branches, plus
feasting, fireworks, and more. Exploring a
rich and fascinating mix of traditions —
from its pagan roots to its glorious finale
— "Rick Steves' European Easter" sheds
new light on this timeless holiday.
Watch with us via Zoom (approx. 1hr),
and then stick around for an online
discussion with other members of Rejoice
Fellowship.
Saturday, April 23rd, 1pm
Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84114308504
Meeting ID: 841 1430 8504
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Mission Builders Comfort Care
The Mission Builders are back! We are so incredibly happy to welcome back Steve & Carole
Schenk and Gordon & Bonnie Stoner. Also arriving last week to help with our church
project are Gene and Caryl Ziegenhagen and Arvin & Susan Pletcher. Gene and Caryl are
originally from Minnesota, but spend most of their time RVing in Florida. Arvin and Susan
are from Minnesota as well, and have also come to us and our crazy Maryland weather from
sunny Florida. We thank God for His continued guidance over this very special project and
for the generous hearts that are arriving to help us see it through to completion. We're
praying for good weather, comfortable conditions, and an overwhelming feeling of welcome
and inclusion for our returning and new family members.
Below please find this week's Comfort Care Calendar for our Missions Builders. All meal
and snack opportunities have been claimed for the remainder of April, but May will be here
before we know it. Please let Jane Hudgins know of your intentions for next month 410-218-1747.
We could use 4 gallon jugs of drinking water and a couple of cases of bottled water or
Snapple/Diet Snapple this week. Please coordinate the provision of these items with Jane
as well. You can drop them off at Rejoice or bring them to worship on Sunday at St. John.
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