REJOICE FELLOWSHIP
A Ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Worshiping at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090
and online at facebook.com/RejoiceFellowshipGlenBurnie
Offices at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090

April 24, 2022 | 10:00 am
John 20:19-31
Second Sunday of Easter

email: rejoiceelca@gmail.com
phone: 410-760-3084
website: rejoiceelca.org

C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter. At this time, wearing a face mask is optional, and we
support and encourage anyone who wishes to wear one.

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL

TO

WORSHIP

A: O God, you have claimed us in baptism through the waters of Creation:
C: we join the Atlantic and Pacific, the Great Lakes and the Caribbean in giving
you thanks and praise.
A: O God, you have called us to live in unity and love with our neighbors:
C: we join in worship with all creatures that walk, crawl, slither, fly, or swim.
A: O God, you nourish the earth with water and snow, and till the soil with frost and thaw:
C: we come before you to be cultivated by your Word.
A: O God, the planets and solar systems and galaxies belong to you:
C: we come before you with great humility, amazed that you are even mindful of
us.

THANKSGIVING

FOR

BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forms the Earth, redeems all Creation, and
sustains life.
C: Amen.
P: God of tempest, God of whirlwind, in the beginning when the Earth was formless, your
Spirit swept over the waters. You spoke, and the wind of your Word fashioned order:
darkness and light; sea and sky and soil; sun and moon; birds and fish; creatures, plants,
and people; and with a word, you took delight.
C: You looked upon your Creation and called it good.
P: After you poured out the floods of judgment, you set your bow in the clouds, a promise
to every living creature that water is life. You spoke, and the sky sang with all the colors of
your covenant: for cardinals and foxes, bumblebees and tortoises, Noah and his family, and
all descendants of your first act of redemption. Let everything that has breath praise the
Lord.
C: We marvel at your Creation, for it is good!
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P: At Jacob’s well, the woman from Samaria witnessed the water of eternal life from your
beloved Son. In baptism, your Spirit brings water to life. You speak, and your children are
born from the womb of your mercy. You wrap us in the grace of your never-ending love and
raise us to share that love with all you have made.
C: You look upon your Creation and call us good.
P: Forgiven in the waters of baptism,
C: We praise you, Creator of all things. We worship you, Redeemer of all that
lives. We serve you, Sustainer of your people in every land. Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*GATHERING SONG

FOR

THE

BEAUTY

OF THE

EARTH

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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*PRAYER

OF THE

DAY

P: Source of All, throughout your good creation we hear resurrection: percussive spring
rains; the hymnody of birds; silent explosions of bursting buds. Yet we also see your
wounded hands in the clotted sea, the bleeding sky, and the lacerated earth.
Open our ears with renewed awe for the splendor that unfolds around us and renewed
compassion for your cries for help. Then calm our fears and fill us with your peace, that we,
too, might become your risen body, overflowing with grace to transform and renew, until
together with all that you have borne, we join in one great anthem of New Life. In the
name of the Risen Christ, we pray.
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠
FIRST READING

Psalm 8

Lord, our Lord, how majestic
is your name throughout the earth!
You made your glory higher than heaven!
2
From the mouths of nursing babies
you have laid a strong foundation
because of your foes,
in order to stop vengeful enemies.
3
When I look up at your skies,
at what your fingers made—
the moon and the stars
that you set firmly in place—
4
what are human beings
that you think about them;
what are human beings
that you pay attention to them?
5
You’ve made them only slightly less than divine,
crowning them with glory and grandeur.
6
You’ve let them rule over your handiwork,
putting everything under their feet—
7
all sheep and all cattle,
the wild animals too,
8
the birds in the sky,
the fish of the ocean,
everything that travels the pathways of the sea.
9
Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth!(CEB)
A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
You are invited to stand.
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
A: Let us praise and give thanks for the living Word:
C: Alleluia. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.
Alleluia.

*THE GOSPEL

John 20:19-31

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
19
It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind closed
doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among
them. He said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. 21Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” 22Then he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if
you don’t forgive them, they aren’t forgiven.”
Thomas, the one called Didymus, one of the Twelve, wasn’t with the disciples when Jesus
came. 25The other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord!”
24

But he replied, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the wounds left
by the nails, and put my hand into his side, I won’t believe.”
After eight days his disciples were again in a house and Thomas was with them. Even
though the doors were locked, Jesus entered and stood among them. He said, “Peace be
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your
hand into my side. No more disbelief. Believe!”
26

Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!”

28

Jesus replied, “Do you believe because you see me? Happy are those who don’t see and
yet believe.”
29

Then Jesus did many other miraculous signs in his disciples’ presence, signs that aren’t
recorded in this scroll. 31But these things are written so that you will believe that Jesus is
the Christ, God’s Son, and that believing, you will have life in his name.(CEB)
30

You are invited to sit.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN

You are invited to stand.
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*HYMN

OF THE

DAY

NOW

THE

GREEN BLADE RISES

You are invited to sit.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: God, in your mercy,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.
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✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!

PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

A: Sovereign of the universe, you set the parameters of the sea and renew the earth with
light from the ages and rain from the heavens. Receive the gifts we bring as we care for
oceans, lakes, and all habitats, to the glory of God in the name of Christ our peace.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Our bread is
vegan and gluten free. If you are curious about the recipe, please ask Pastor Maddie before or
following the service. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought to you, please
let an usher know.
If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new
heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as
witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
C:Amen.

✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: The God of all Creation: of oceans and lakes, of prairie dogs and moose, of spring rains
and winter squalls, of Pluto and Mars, bless, keep, and strengthen you and all Creation,
today, tomorrow, and always. In the name of the + Triune God.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*SENDING HYMN

EARTH

You are invited to sit.
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AND

ALL STARS!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Care for Creation.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022 Common English Bible, copyright © 2012 Liturgies thanks
Creation Care Team of the Northern Illinois Synod. Find free resources at nisynod.org. Intercessory Prayers
from Sundays and Seasons by permission under Augsburg Liturgies License SAS103467

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

4/24

Lisa Stokes

Teresa Steger

Corinne Cuffia

Joanna
Heldreth

Kelsey Dillon

5/1

Nancy Bryant

Mike
Fitzcharles

Debbie Jones

Jamee Dillon
Terri Carter

Tim Cochran

5/8

Reilly Dillon

Sharon Smith
or David
Rinker

Kelsey Dillon

Alyce Cohen

Moe Moczulski

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., April 24
Mon., April 25
Tues., April 26
Wed., April 27
Thurs., April 28
Fri., April 29
Sat., April 30
Sun., May 1

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
Council Meeting – 6:30pm
Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall

Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
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Lutherans Restoring Creation
Lutherans Restoring Creation is a grassroots movement promoting care for creation in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
We accomplish this by cultivating a community of dedicated stewards of earth and neighbor
who proclaim God’s promise of hope and healing for all.
We acknowledge that as we are called to restore creation, we are also called to restore
right relationships with one another. As part of this ministry, we honor all our Indigenous
siblings who have cared for these places and beings since time immemorial. We invite
non-Indigenous communities and individuals to learn about the original and continuous
stewards of the land upon which you exist as we join in this holy vocation of loving our
neighbor.
PO Box 850571
Braintree MA 02185
www.LutheransRestoringCreation.org
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