
 REJOICE FELLOWSHIP
A Ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Worshiping at 7606 Quarterfield Road, Glen Burnie, MD 21061
and online at facebook.com/RejoiceFellowshipGlenBurnie
Offices at 105 1st Ave. SW Glen Burnie, MD 21061

email: rejoiceelca@gmail.com
phone: 410-760-3084

website: rejoiceelca.org

June 20, 2021 | 10:00 am
Luke 1:57-80

Feast Day of John the Baptist
Pastor Maddie Tallman



C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister

Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! We are excited to be worshiping both outside in
our parking lot and also online through Facebook Live. If you are joining us in the parking

lot, we ask that you observe the safety protocols we've set in place. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter. And we thank you for understanding as we live into our call

to love and serve each other, worshiping God in new and creative ways. 

We are celebrating Holy Communion this morning! As best as we can remember, we are
bringing our own communion bread and juice for the time being. If you are in the parking
lot and do not have anything, please alert a greeter. If you are worshiping with us online,
we invite you to similarly gather a piece of bread and wine or juice before worship begins.
After the Invitation to Communion, all can consume the elements and receive the blessed
sacrament together, even if apart. We believe that this is the Lord’s Table—even if it’s in

your home—and so everyone is invited to participate.

✠Gathering ✠

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C: Amen.

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P:Reconciling God,
C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in
our lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to
believe that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own
benefit. We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love,
renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life. Amen.

P: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God
through ☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are
forgiven. Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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GATHERING SONG SOON AND VERY SOON

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Almighty God, by your gracious providence your servant John the Baptist was born to
Elizabeth and Zechariah. Grant to your people the wisdom to see your purpose and the
openness to hear your will, that the light of Christ may increase in us, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.

✠ Word ✠
FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

C: Alleluia. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia.

THE GOSPEL Luke 1:57-80
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58Her neighbors and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.
59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him
Zechariah after his father. 60But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” 61They said
to her, “None of your relatives has this name.” 62Then they began motioning to his father
to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63He asked for a writing tablet and wrote,
“His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 64Immediately his mouth was opened
and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65Fear came over all their
neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of
Judea. 66All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?”
For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.
67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy.
 68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
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69He has raised up a mighty savior for us
in the house of his servant David,
70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,
73the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.
78By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
80The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he
appeared publicly to Israel.

P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN
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SONG OF THE DAY CHANGE MY HEART

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Following each petition:
A: Lord, in your mercy.
C: Receive our prayer.

SHARING THE PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.

You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another.

✠Meal ✠▪

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES
Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few ways: 1) electronically
by clicking here: https://rb.gy/ryhn0m; 2) physical checks/cash can be placed in the plate during this time of offering
in our service; and 3) physical checks/cash can be mailed to our office at 105 1st Ave SW, Glen Burnie, MD 21061.

Thank you for opening your heart!

OFFERING PRAYER

A: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the
heavens. Water and word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our
communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
C: Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and faithfulness
endures for age to age... Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we are bold to pray,

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.
You are invited to consume your own bread and wine/juice, participating in this blessed sacrament.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have
been united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts
so that we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of
abundant life.
C: Amen.
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 ✠Sending ✠
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy
Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN DAYS OF ELIJAH

These are the days of Elijah
Declaring the Word of the Lord
And these are the days
Of Your servant Moses
Righteousness being restored
And though these are days
Of great trials
Of famine and darkness and sword
Still we are the voice
In the desert crying
Prepare ye the way of the Lord

Behold He comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
At the trumpet call
So lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion's hill
Salvation comes

And these are the days of Ezekiel
The dry bones becoming as flesh
And these are the days
Of Your servant David
Rebuilding a temple of praise
And these are the days of the harvest
The fields are as white in the world
And we are the labourers
In Your vineyard
Declaring the Word of the Lord
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Behold He comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
At the trumpet call
So lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion's hill
Salvation comes

There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah

There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah
There is no god like Jehovah

Behold He comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
At the trumpet call
So lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion's hill
Salvation comes

Behold He comes
Riding on the clouds
Shining like the sun
At the trumpet call
So lift your voice
It's the year of Jubilee
And out of Zion's hill
Salvation comes

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI  11471469 expires 12/31/2021, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 JESUS MAFA. John the Baptist preaching in the desert, from Art in

the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
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Announcements

New Summer Worship and Sermon Series!

The Bible has a lot of unfamiliar characters in it, doesn't it?
A lot of folks whose names we may have heard before, but
we may know almost nothing about them. This summer,
we'll be diving deeper into some of the lives of a few saints
in our ancestry of faith.

The Christian church calendar includes various "Feast
days" throughout the year, commemorating the life of
various early Christians. Their lives inform our own faith
today. These saints help to teach us what it looks like to
live out faith. This summer, every Sunday will be a feast!
A Feast Day that is. Each week we will observe a festival in
honor of one of our biblical ancestors, reading scripture
that highlights their lives and their witness to Jesus Christ and also reflecting on what it
means for us today. Get ready to feast!

Here's a look at the month of June:

June 6: Festival of Mary visiting Elizabeth

June 13th: Feast Day of Barnabas, the Apostle

June 20th: Feast Day of John the Baptist, the Apostle

June 27th: Feast Day of Peter and Paul, the Apostles

Each week we will post a short biography and commentary about the saint in the e-letter.
Wednesday Bible Study will also read these readings too.

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., June 20 Worship – 10am at the Annex and FB Live

Mon., June 21
Tues., June 22 Council Meeting – 6:30pm on Zoom

Wed., June 23

Thurs., June 24

Fri., June 25
Sat., June 26

10


