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Jeremiah 29:1-7
Unraveled - Encouraging the Israelites in Exile to Plant Gardens &
Build Houses

C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.
Mask requirements at Rejoice Fellowship follow the CDC's Community Level. If the level is
Low or Medium, masks are optional. If the level is High, masks are required. Today's level
is posted on our door and welcome table, along with masks for anyone who needs them.
Thank you!

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE

“I CAN ONLY IMAGINE”

BY

BART MILLARD, ARR.

BY

CAROL TORNQUIST

Why is there a piece of fabric in my bulletin today? During the prelude, we invite you to
write a short prayer to God naming something that has unraveled in your life, or asking
God to unravel something in you that you wish to release. We will gather these fabric strips
during communion, and throughout the series, the strips will slowly be added to a loom.

CALL
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:

TO

WORSHIP

Sometimes life takes us where we don’t expect.
Sometimes, God takes us where we don’t expect.
In worship, we gather to get in touch with God’s bigger narrative.
In worship, we gather to expand our hearts.
So let us worship the God of unending surprises.
Let us worship the God of love.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

C: Creator God,
Being faithful has never been easy. You asked Noah to build a ship. You asked the
Israelites to plant gardens and build homes while in exile. You asked the prophets
to speak challenging truths. You asked the disciples to drop their nets and follow
you. And you ask us to love bigger than society wants to.
Being faithful has never been easy, and as a result, we often miss the mark.
Forgive us for holding tightly to human-made plans. Forgive us for the times we
say no to you so that we can say yes to ourselves. Unravel the grip we have on
our agenda so that we can make room for you.
Gratefully we pray, amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

You are invited to stand.
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*GATHERING SONG

ALL ARE WELCOME
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*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God of unending surprises, this life is a tapestry of moments woven together, and we
long to be weavers of love. Today we gather and pray that you would unravel our bias.
Unravel our assumptions. Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. And as you do,
clear space in our hearts for your Word. We are listening. We are praying.
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠
PSALM 87

OUR ROOTS

ARE IN

YOU

Throughout the Unraveled series, our first reading will be a musical adaptation of a psalm,
written by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan. This adaptation is a call-and-response by line; the
leader will sing the first line, and the congregation will sing the next line.
Our roots are in you
In you we are planted

All streams flow from you
and return home.

Our roots are in you
In you we are planted

Our roots are in you
In you we are planted

All streams flow from you
and return home.

Our roots are in you
In you we are planted

(x3)

(x3)

FOCUS TEXT

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
The prophet Jeremiah sent a letter from Jerusalem to the few surviving elders among the
exiles, to the priests and the prophets, and to all the people Nebuchadnezzar had taken to
Babylon from Jerusalem.
The Lord of heavenly forces, the God of Israel, proclaims to all the exiles I have carried off
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5Build houses and settle down; cultivate gardens and eat what
they produce. 6Get married and have children; then help your sons find wives and your
daughters find husbands in order that they too may have children. Increase in number
there so that you don’t dwindle away. 7Promote the welfare of the city where I have sent
you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because your future depends on its welfare.(CEB)
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P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN
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HYMN

OF THE

AFFIRMATION

DAY

OF

I LOVE

TO

TELL

THE

STORY

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith:
C: I believe in God, the Great Seamstress—
Who weaves us together in community, collecting our loose ends and turning
them into belonging.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit—
Who hems us in before and behind, catching us when we fall and writing us into
God’s holy narrative.
And I believe in Jesus Christ—
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out, refusing to disregard
anyone as scrap.
I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being,
Making us inherently worthy of love and belonging.
I believe the fabric of my life is weak,
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of love.
I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics,
She is designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.
And I believe that when life unravels,
God is there to stitch my wounds together, to hold me in the palm of God’s hand,
to tell me of love, and to invite me into a new journey.
Amen.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING “HOW CAN I KEEP

FROM

SINGING” BY CHRIS TOMLIN, MATT REDMAN, AND
ED CASH, SUNG BY CHRIS & KARIN DUNKER

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!

PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

A: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

COMMUNION MUSIC
“IN CHRIST ALONE

“'TIS SO SWEET
(MY HOPE IS FOUND)”

TRUST IN JESUS” WITH
ARR. BY CAROL TORNQUIST

TO

If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Gluten free
wafers are available upon request. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought
to you, please let an usher know. If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to
gather your own bread and wine or juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C:Amen.

✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you
the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*SENDING HYMN

OUR GOD SAVES
Words and Music by Paul Baloche and Brenton Brown

In the name of the Father, in the name of the Son,
In the name of the Spirit, Lord, we come;
We’re gather’d together to lift up Your name,
To call on our Savior, to fall on Your grace;
Hear the joyful sound of our offering
As Your saints bow down, as Your people sing;
We will rise with You, lifted on Your wings,
And the world will see that
Our God saves, our God saves;
There is hope in Your name;
Mourning turns to songs of praise;
Our God saves, our God saves.
In the name of the Father, in the name of the Son,
In the name of the Spirit, Lord, we come;
We’re gather’d together to lift up Your name,
To call on our Savior, to fall on Your grace;
Hear the joyful sound of our offering
As Your saints bow down, as Your people sing;
We will rise with You, lifted on Your wings,
And the world will see that
Our God saves, our God saves;
There is hope in Your name;
Mourning turns to songs of praise;
Our God saves, our God saves.
Hear the joyful sound of our offering
As Your saints bow down, as Your people sing;
We will rise with You, lifted on Your wings,
And the world will see that
Our God saves, our God saves;
There is hope in Your name;
Mourning turns to songs of praise;
Our God saves, our God saves.
You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE

“SHINE, JESUS, SHINE”

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.
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BY

GRAHAM KENDRICK

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar Preparer

Usher

7/24

Alyce Cohen

Brian Hudgins

Kelsey Dillon

Jamee Dillon

Tim Cochran

7/31

Gale Krol

Teresa Steger

Corinne Cuffia

Joanna Heldreth Moe Moczulski

8/7

Lisa Stokes

Sharon Smith

Debbie Jones

Jamee Dillon

Kelsey Dillon

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., July 24
Mon., July 25
Tues., July 26
Wed., July 27
Thurs., July 28
Fri., July 29
Sat., July 30
Sun., July 31

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
Visual Bible Study – 10:30am in the Rejoice Fellowship classroom
at St John Lutheran Church
Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2023 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022 and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/23 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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Artist Statement
New Roots (Encouraging the Israelites in Exile to Plant Gardens & Build Houses)
by Lauren Wright Pittman
Inspired by Jeremiah 29:1-7 | Graphic image
I moved to a new state. As I write, I’m living out of boxes, the trunk of my car, and a
storage unit. It’s a jarring experience to move, even when it’s a conscious choice. I’ve
found myself in a place that resembles almost nothing like what I’d envisioned for my life. I
left a city burgeoning with opportunities and culture; now I’m in a small town where I’d be
thrilled to find one decent, local coffee shop. I’m beginning to realize visions about the
future I wasn’t even aware of. These unrealized dreams took root in my being in a way that
feels defining to who I am.
Something happens deep in our core when we feel out of place. The day I moved my
immune system failed and I became sick and disoriented. The Israelites were forced into
exile, ripped from their homes, places of worship, and way of life. They find themselves in
Babylon where they dream of the day they’d return to where they belong. Jeremiah’s words
are comforting, yet painful. They are told to stay, plant gardens, and allow their families to
flourish in this strange land. I’m sure this was disappointing, but when you hold onto the
past, you miss the richness of the present. “Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent
you” (Jer. 29:7). Maybe when our lives unravel in transition, the loose ends of our dreams,
the friends we leave behind, and the paths untraveled can become the roots that stabilize
us in the new place where we find ourselves. These threads can create grounding that
nourishes and transforms us into something new. This new place can be a gift—a place of
flourishing and a conduit for deep, authentic connection with self and community.
— Lauren Wright Pittman
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