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Luke 19:1-10
Unraveled - Zacchaeus the Wealthy Tax Collector

C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter. At this time, wearing a face mask is optional, and we
support and encourage anyone who wishes to wear one.

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL

TO

“COMPASSION HYMN”

BY

KEITH GETTY, KRISTYN GETTY,

STUART TOWNEND
ARR. JAMES KOERTS

AND

WORSHIP

A:God is in this house today,
C: For God longs to be in relationship with us.
A: God is in this house today,
C: For God loves the sinners and the saints.
A: God is in this house today.
C: For God sees all, claims all, and loves all.
A: God is in this house today.
C: So let us worship Holy God.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

P: Let us pray:
C: Gracious God, Zacchaeus valued money over people and power over equality.
He was a sinner, but so are we. Like Zacchaeus, we are quick to prioritize the
wrong things—valuing our to-do lists over family time, our own success over a
relationship with you, and wealth over generosity. We lose sight of what really
matters. We lose sight of love. Forgive us for our ignorance and impatience. Call
us back to the life you long for us to lead. With humility and gratitude we pray,
Amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS
2

You are invited to stand.

*GATHERING SONG

I WILL CALL UPON

3

THE

LORD

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God of unending surprises, this life is a tapestry of moments woven together, and we
long to be weavers of love. Today we gather and pray that you would unravel our bias.
Unravel our assumptions. Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. And as you do,
clear space in our hearts for your Word. We are listening. We are praying.
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠
PSALM 72

BE A BLESSING

Throughout the Unraveled series, our first reading will be a musical adaptation of a psalm,
written by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan. The choir will sing the first verse, then the
congregation is invited to join in the second and third verses.

FOCUS TEXT

Luke 19:1-10
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through town. A man there named Zacchaeus, a
ruler among tax collectors, was rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but, being a
short man, he couldn’t because of the crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed up a sycamore
tree so he could see Jesus, who was about to pass that way. 5When Jesus came to that
spot, he looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, come down at once. I must stay in your home
today.” 6So Zacchaeus came down at once, happy to welcome Jesus.
2

4

Everyone who saw this grumbled, saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.”

7

Zacchaeus stopped and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my possessions to the
poor. And if I have cheated anyone, I repay them four times as much.”
8

Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to this household because he too is a son of
Abraham. 10The Human One came to seek and save the lost.”(CEB)
9

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SERMON

BROTHER RYAN ROBERTS

5

HYMN

OF THE

DAY

BUILD US UP, LORD

6

AFFIRMATION

OF

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith:
C: I believe in God, the Great Seamstress—
Who weaves us together in community, collecting our loose ends and turning
them into belonging.
I believe in the Holy Spirit—
Who hems us in before and behind, catching us when we fall and writing us into
God’s holy narrative.
And I believe in Jesus Christ—
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out, refusing to disregard
anyone as scrap.
I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being,
Making us inherently worthy of love and belonging.
I believe the fabric of my life is weak,
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of love.
I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics,
She is designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.
And I believe that when life unravels,
God is there to stitch my wounds together, to hold me in the palm of God’s hand,
to tell me of love, and to invite me into a new journey.
Amen.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: God of grace,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

“BLESSED ASSURANCE,”

SUNG BY

REJOICE CHOIR

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your heart!
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PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

A: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

COMMUNION MUSIC

“I WILL RUN

TO

YOU”

BY

DARLENE ZSCHECH

ARR.

DOUGLAS E. WAGNER

If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Gluten free
wafers are available upon request. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought
to you, please let an usher know. If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to
gather your own bread and wine or juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C:Amen.
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✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you
the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*SENDING HYMN

THIS LITTLE LIGHT

OF

MINE

You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE

“JESUS LOVES EVEN ME”

9

BY

PHILIP P. BLISS,

ARR.

MELODY BOBER

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.
Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2023 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022 and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/23 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

7/3

Gale Krol

Sharon Smith

Corinne Cuffia

Joanna
Heldreth

Moe Moczulski

7/10

Lisa Stokes

David Rinker

Debbie Jones

Jamee Dillon

Kelsey Dillon

7/17

Nancy Bryant

Mike Fitzcharles

Mary and
Louise
Fitzcharles

Gale Krol

Louise Houck

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., July 3
Mon., July 4
Tues., July 5
Wed., July 6
Thurs., July 7
Fri., July 8
Sat., July 9
Sun., July 10

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
Office Closed
Youth Group – 7-8:30pm at the LHUMC Fellowship Hall
Generosity Team Meeting
Visual Bible Study – 10:30am in the Rejoice Fellowship classroom
at St John Lutheran Church
Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
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Artist Statement
Jesus Looked Up (Zacchaeus The Wealthy Tax Collector)
by Hannah Garrity
Inspired by Luke 19:1-10 | Acrylic & ink on canvas
Seeing, taking notice, acknowledging, lifting up—Jesus did all of these things as he looked
up at Zacchaeus, calling him down, resting love and responsibility on his shoulders. I teach
middle school art. I have spent this school year testing the waters. Each day I try a new
collection of inputs for various situations. The most effective one is to stop in at every
single student’s seat to have a personal conversation with them. In these conversations, I
reiterate the assignment, glean information about what the student plans to do, and
answer any questions. The byproduct is positive productivity. Is it because I’ve shown that I
care? Is it because I’ve clarified the expectations? Is it because I simply acknowledged their
existence in the room? Is it because I saw them? Middle schoolers don’t realize that you
can hear and see them from across the room. Their maturity level is simply not there yet.
In this image, Jesus looks up with grace. A shimmer of gold on his skin represents the
presence of God in him. He takes notice of a selfish, greedy, and immature adult.
Zacchaeus’ actions make me think he did not mature much after middle school. By the
standards of society, exhibited by the comments of those around him, this man does not
deserve to be acknowledged. When he is finally seen, all of his immaturity melts away. He
immediately rises to the occasion. Take notice, acknowledge, lift up. See.
— Hannah Garrity
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