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Exodus 1:22, 2:1-10
Moses’ Mother Gives Moses Up So He Can Live

C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.
Mask requirements at Rejoice Fellowship follow the CDC's Community Level. If the level is
Low or Medium, masks are optional. If the level is High, masks are required. Today's level
is posted on our door and welcome table, along with masks for anyone who needs them.
Thank you!

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE

“THE LION

AND THE
AND

CALL

TO

LAMB”

LEELAND

BRENTON BROWN, BRIAN JOHNSON.
MOORING ARR. BERNADINE JOHNSON

BY

WORSHIP

A: When you dream, what do you dream of?
C: We dream of children who know love and churches with open doors.
We dream of rest and sunny days.
A: When you dream, what do you dream of?
C: We dream of peace without walls, and equality for all people.
A: When you dream, what do you dream of?
C: We dream of milk and honey, food on tables, and an end to suffering.
We dream of the Church of Jesus Christ serving all God’s people.
A: Family of God, this morning, we dream together. This morning, we worship together. For
there is nothing on heaven or on earth strong enough to unravel God’s dreams for us. Let
us worship Holy God. Amen.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

C: Gracious God,
We do not know the plans you have for us.
We do not know, so we place our children into “good schools.”
We set aside money for days to come.
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We keep our fingers crossed and try to control the world around us.
Having faith in the midst of uncertainty has never been easy for us.
Forgive us for the moments when we refuse to trust you.
Strengthen us so that when life unravels, we are strong enough to turn to you.
That is our prayer of faith.
Amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

You are invited to stand.

*GATHERING SONG

WE ARE ONE IN MISSION

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God of unending surprises, this life is a tapestry of moments woven together, and we
long to be weavers of love. Today we gather and pray that you would unravel our bias.
Unravel our assumptions. Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. And as you do,
clear space in our hearts for your Word. We are listening. We are praying.
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠
PSALM 51

O TENDER GOD, HAVE MERCY

Throughout the Unraveled series, our first reading will be a musical adaptation of a psalm,
written by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan.

FOCUS TEXT

Exodus 1:22, 2:1-10
Then Pharaoh gave an order to all his people: “Throw every baby boy born to the
Hebrews into the Nile River, but you can let all the girls live.”
1:22

Now a man from Levi’s household married a Levite woman. 2The woman became
pregnant and gave birth to a son. She saw that the baby was healthy and beautiful, so she
hid him for three months. 3When she couldn’t hide him any longer, she took a reed basket
and sealed it up with black tar. She put the child in the basket and set the basket among
the reeds at the riverbank. 4The baby’s older sister stood watch nearby to see what would
happen to him.
2:1

Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, while her women servants walked
along beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds, and she sent one of her
5

4

servants to bring it to her. 6When she opened it, she saw the child. The boy was crying, and
she felt sorry for him. She said, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children.”
Then the baby’s sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Would you like me to go and find one of
the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?”
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Pharaoh’s daughter agreed, “Yes, do that.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother.
Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I’ll pay you for
your work.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. 10After the child had grown up, she
brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted him as her son. She named him
Moses, “because,” she said, “I pulled him out of the water.”(CEB)
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P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN

5

HYMN

OF THE

DAY

A FEARFUL, DESPERATE MOTHER
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AFFIRMATION

OF

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith:
C: I believe in God, the Great Seamstress—
Who weaves us together in community, collecting our loose ends and turning
them into belonging.
I believe in the Holy Spirit—
Who hems us in before and behind, catching us when we fall and writing us into
God’s holy narrative.
And I believe in Jesus Christ—
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out, refusing to disregard
anyone as scrap.
I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being,
Making us inherently worthy of love and belonging.
I believe the fabric of my life is weak,
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of love.
I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics,
She is designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.
And I believe that when life unravels,
God is there to stitch my wounds together, to hold me in the palm of God’s hand,
to tell me of love, and to invite me into a new journey.
Amen.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

CREATE

IN

ME

A

CLEAN HEART

BY

MARY RICE HOPKINS

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!
7

PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

A: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

COMMUNION MUSIC GOD, GIVE US CHRISTIAN HOMES

BY

B.B. MCKINNEY

ARR.

CINDY BERRY

If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Gluten free
wafers are available upon request. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought
to you, please let an usher know. If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to
gather your own bread and wine or juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C:Amen.
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✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you
the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*SENDING HYMN

LORD I LIFT YOUR NAME
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ON

HIGH

You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE

CHAIN BREAKER BY ZACH WILLIAMS, JONATHAN SMITH AND MIA FIELDS
ARR. BERNADINE JOHNSON

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2023 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022 and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/23 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

8/14

Alyce Cohen

Dave Rinker

Kelsey Dillon

Joanna
Heldreth

Louise Houck

8/21

Nancy Bryant

Teresa Steger

Joanna Heldreth

Alyce Cohen

Moe Moczulski

8/28

Alyce Cohen

Mike Fitzcharles

Mary and Louise
Fitzcharles

Gale Krol

Tim Cochran

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., August 14
Mon., August 15
Tues., August 16
Wed., August 17
Thurs., August 18
Fri., August 19
Sat., August 20
Sun., August 21

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Visual Bible Study – 10:30am in the Rejoice Fellowship classroom
at St John Lutheran Church
Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
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Artist Statement
An Imperfect Ally (Pharaoh’s Daughter Adopts Moses)
by Lisle Gwynn Garrity
Inspired by Exodus 1:22, 2:1-10 | Acrylic on canvas
Moses’ mother and Miriam plot a clever plan, but it’s far from foolproof. The risks far
outweigh their chances for success. What if the basket they place him in leaks, drowning
him instead of keeping baby Moses afloat? What if the current gets too strong, or the winds
pick up, or he gets stuck in a tangle of reeds? What if the wrong person finds him and
fulfills Pharaoh’s command? What if Pharaoh’s daughter is moved with disgust when she
sees what floats into her private bathing quarters? Even if Pharaoh’s daughter decides to
keep the child as her own, what will keep Pharaoh from killing Moses when she’s not
looking?
Their plan is too perilous, too fraught with danger for any infant to endure. And yet, we
know of mothers who risk desert heat, fatigue, illness, dehydration, criminalized border
crossings, and facilities with cages to pursue the slight chance—the mere hope—of survival
for their child. Why would they do this? Because to stay home and succumb to the sure
threats of genocide—or gang violence, or civil war—is far more dangerous.
In this image, I gave the viewer the vantage point Pharaoh’s daughter might have had.
What melts her heart with mercy when she sees this Hebrew child float downstream? Was a
well of rebellion rising up within her, making her eager to subvert her father’s orders? Was
she poisoned like most Egyptians with bias against the Israelites, but did the innocence and
vulnerability of an infant shift her heart toward love? Had she desperately wanted a child of
her own? Regardless of her motives, Pharaoh’s daughter uses her power and privilege to
act as an ally to Moses and his family in their worst unraveling. It’s not a perfect solution,
but God doesn’t need perfection to achieve liberation.
— Lisle Gwynn Garrity
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