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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.
Mask requirements at Rejoice Fellowship follow the CDC's Community Level. If the level is
Low or Medium, masks are optional. If the level is High, masks are required. Today's level
is posted on our door and welcome table, along with masks for anyone who needs them.
Thank you!

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:
C:
A:

TO

“LORD, I NEED YOU” BY JESSE REEVES, KRISTIAN STANFOLL, MATT MAHER,
CHRISTY NOCKELS AND DANIEL CARSON ARR. BY MARK HAYES
WORSHIP

Come in from the night.
It is a new day, and this is where love lives.
Take off your coat, let the weight fall off your shoulders;
For here, you are known. Here, you are loved.
Come in from the rain.
We can do anything together. We can survive together.
When the world unravels from under your feet—come in.
Come in.
Come in.
God is here. You are home. You will never be alone.
Let us worship the God who weaves us together. Amen.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

C: Holy God,
We have been angry because we see suffering and we don’t understand.
We have been skeptical because we know heartbreak that doesn’t seem fair.
We have withheld love because sacrifice only feels real when it’s our own.
Forgive us for forgetting that you created the heavens and the earth.
Forgive us for withholding our pain from you.
Forgive us for thinking that we know everything.
When the world falls apart around us—
When love unravels and life slowly fails—
Draw us in.
Show us grace; for you gave the wind its weight and you gave our bodies life.
Forgive us for forgetting that. Amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

You are invited to stand.

*GATHERING SONG

GOD, BLESS
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THE

HANDS

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God of unending surprises, this life is a tapestry of moments woven together, and we
long to be weavers of love. Today we gather and pray that you would unravel our bias.
Unravel our assumptions. Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. And as you do,
clear space in our hearts for your Word. We are listening. We are praying.
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.
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✠ Word ✠
PSALM 121

GOD

IS

HOLDING YOUR LIFE

Throughout the Unraveled series, our first reading will be a musical adaptation of a psalm,
written by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan.

5

FOCUS TEXT

Job 28:12-28

But wisdom, where can it be found;
where is the place of understanding?
13
Humankind doesn’t know its value;
it isn’t found in the land of the living.
14
The Deep says, “It’s not with me”;
the Sea says, “Not alongside me!”
15
It can’t be bought with gold;
its price can’t be measured in silver,
16
can’t be weighed against gold from Ophir,
with precious onyx or lapis lazuli.
17
Neither gold nor glass can compare with it;
she can’t be acquired with gold jewelry.
18
Coral and jasper shouldn’t be mentioned;
the price of wisdom is more than rubies.
19
Cushite topaz won’t compare with her;
she can’t be set alongside pure gold.
20
But wisdom, where does she come from?
Where is the place of understanding?
21
She’s hidden from the eyes of all the living,
concealed from birds of the sky.
22
Destruction and Death have said,
“We’ve heard a report of her.”
23
God understands her way;
he knows her place;
24
for he looks to the ends of the earth
and surveys everything beneath the heavens.
25
In order to weigh the wind,
to prepare a measure for waters,
26
when he made a decree for the rain,
a path for thunderbolts,
27
then he observed it, spoke of it,
established it, searched it out,
28
and said to humankind: “Look,
the fear of the Lord is wisdom;
turning from evil is understanding.”(CEB)
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P: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN
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HYMN

OF THE

DAY

THERE ARE NO EASY ANSWERS
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AFFIRMATION

OF

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith:
C: I believe in God, the Great Seamstress—
Who weaves us together in community, collecting our loose ends and turning
them into belonging.
I believe in the Holy Spirit—
Who hems us in before and behind, catching us when we fall and writing us into
God’s holy narrative.
And I believe in Jesus Christ—
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out, refusing to disregard
anyone as scrap.
I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being,
Making us inherently worthy of love and belonging.
I believe the fabric of my life is weak,
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of love.
I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics,
She is designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.
And I believe that when life unravels,
God is there to stitch my wounds together, to hold me in the palm of God’s hand,
to tell me of love, and to invite me into a new journey.
Amen.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.
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✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

CREATE

IN

ME

A

CLEAN HEART

BY

MARY RICE HOPKINS

Create in me a clean heart, O God, that I might serve you;
Create in me a clean heart, O God, that might be renewed.
So fill me and heal me, and bring me back to you.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, that I might serve you.
Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!

PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

A: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
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COMMUNION MUSIC

“THY WILL”

BY

HILLARY SCOTT, EMILY WEISBAND AND BERNIE HERMS
ARR. BERNADINE JOHNSON

If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Gluten free
wafers are available upon request. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought
to you, please let an usher know.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C:Amen.

✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you
the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*SENDING HYMN

HERE
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ON

JESUS CHRIST I WILL STAND

You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE

“HE REIGNS”

BY

PETER FURLER

AND

STEVE TAYLOR

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2023 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022 and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/23 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

8/21

Nancy Bryant

Teresa Steger

Joanna Heldreth

Alyce Cohen

Moe Moczulski

8/28

Alyce Cohen

Mike Fitzcharles

Mary and Louise
Fitzcharles

Gale Krol

Tim Cochran

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!
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What’s Happening This Week
Sun., August 21
Mon., August 22
Tues., August 23
Wed., August 24
Thurs., August 25
Fri., August 26
Sat., August 27
Sun., August 28

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church and
on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church and
on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Artist Statement
The Way To Wonder (Job’s Lament & Loss )
by Lisle Gwynn Garrity
Inspired by Job 28:12-28 | Acrylic on canvas
Everything Job holds dear—his property, his family, his wealth, his physical health—has
been taken from him. His life has unraveled in every way imaginable. How can we possibly
make sense of the pain we endure, especially the pain we don’t cause or deserve?
Much of Job’s journey requires him to untangle the punitive, quid pro quo theology he has
absorbed. If I do good things, God will reward me. If I do bad things, God will punish me.
On a cerebral level, I disagree with the logic of these words. But I remember how easily I
can fall into the trap of feeling these words viscerally and bodily in moments of pain,
especially in suffering that is so awful and unfair.
When I first began this painting, I hoped to render Job’s hymn to wisdom visually. I
imagined being stuck in the deep, as if my body was anchored underwater and I was
looking up to the surface. I imagined textures and symbols emerging in the swirl of the
dark to portray Job’s search for meaning, his grasping to find a way out. But as the painting
came together, it was all wrong. The strokes and symbols were too literal, too formulaic. I
almost scrapped the canvas altogether, but decided to keep going, to add more layers,
more depth, more gold.
A window, doorway, or portal emerged in the middle of the painting. I felt a release and
realized that, while I started with lament, I ended with awe. “To fear God is wisdom” (Job
28:28). The Hebrew word for “fear,” yirah, literally translates to “awesome.” True wisdom
lies in breathless reverence for God’s mystery and expansiveness—for God’s presence that
is beyond what we can control, or reason, or make far too small.
— Lisle Gwynn Garrity
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