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Mark 5:1-20
Jesus Heals Legion, a Man Possessed by Demons

C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.
Mask requirements at Rejoice Fellowship follow the CDC's Community Level. If the level is
Low or Medium, masks are optional. If the level is High, masks are required. Today's level
is posted on our door and welcome table, along with masks for anyone who needs them.
Thank you!

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL

TO

“IT

IS

WELL”

BY

KRISTENE DIMARCO, ARR. VICTOR LABENSKE

WORSHIP

A: Don’t hold back. Bring all of yourself,
C: For God loves us just as we are.
A: Don’t hold back. Bring all of yourself,
C: For all of us is welcome here—scars and fears, depression and doubt, hope and
joy, light and laughter.
A: Don’t hold back. Bring all of yourself.
C: For God longs to be with us, so let us worship the God of love.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

P: Gracious God,
We admit that there are things we sweep under the rug—
C: Shame, self-doubt, mental health struggles, and our own insecurities.
P: We know that is not what you want for us,
C: For Jesus loved the healthy and the sick parts of everyone.
P: With Jesus, there was no stigma, fear, or bias.
C: God of creation, help us to love and live in the same way.
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P: Forgive us when we hate ourselves or distance ourselves from others,
simply for being human.
C: You long for better, and we long for you. Gratefully we pray,
Amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

You are invited to stand.

*GATHERING SONG

WE COME

TO

YOU

FOR

HEALING, LORD

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God of unending surprises, this life is a tapestry of moments woven together, and we
long to be weavers of love. Today we gather and pray that you would unravel our bias.
Unravel our assumptions. Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. And as you do,
clear space in our hearts for your Word. We are listening. We are praying.
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.
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✠ Word ✠
PSALM 133

THE BLESSING

OF

LIFE FOREVERMORE

Throughout the Unraveled series, our first reading will be a musical adaptation of a psalm,
written by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan.

FOCUS TEXT

Mark 5:1-20
A: The Gospel according to Mark, the 5th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus and his disciples came to the other side of the lake, to the region of the Gerasenes.
2
As soon as Jesus got out of the boat, a man possessed by an evil spirit came out of the
tombs. 3This man lived among the tombs, and no one was ever strong enough to restrain
him, even with a chain. 4He had been secured many times with leg irons and chains, but he
broke the chains and smashed the leg irons. No one was tough enough to control him.
5
Night and day in the tombs and the hills, he would howl and cut himself with stones.
6
When he saw Jesus from far away, he ran and knelt before him, 7shouting, “What have you
to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won’t torture me!”
He said this because Jesus had already commanded him, “Unclean spirit, come out of the
man!”
8

Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

9

He responded, “Legion is my name, because we are many.”
to send them out of that region.

They pleaded with Jesus not

10

A large herd of pigs was feeding on the hillside. 12“Send us into the pigs!” they begged.
“Let us go into the pigs!” 13Jesus gave them permission, so the unclean spirits left the man
and went into the pigs. Then the herd of about two thousand pigs rushed down the cliff into
the lake and drowned.
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Those who tended the pigs ran away and told the story in the city and in the countryside.
People came to see what had happened. 15They came to Jesus and saw the man who used
to be demon-possessed. They saw the very man who had been filled with many demons
sitting there fully dressed and completely sane, and they were filled with awe. 16Those who
had actually seen what had happened to the demon-possessed man told the others about
the pigs. 17Then they pleaded with Jesus to leave their region.
14

While he was climbing into the boat, the one who had been demon-possessed pleaded
with Jesus to let him come along as one of his disciples. 19But Jesus wouldn’t allow it. “Go
home to your own people,” Jesus said, “and tell them what the Lord has done for you and
how he has shown you mercy.” 20The man went away and began to proclaim in the Ten
Cities all that Jesus had done for him, and everyone was amazed.(CEB)
A: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
18
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SERMON
HYMN

OF THE

PASTOR SUSAN BECK
DAY

LORD, MY STRENGTH
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AFFIRMATION

OF

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith:
C: I believe in God, the Great Seamstress—
Who weaves us together in community, collecting our loose ends and turning
them into belonging.
I believe in the Holy Spirit—
Who hems us in before and behind, catching us when we fall and writing us into
God’s holy narrative.
And I believe in Jesus Christ—
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out, refusing to disregard
anyone as scrap.
I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being,
Making us inherently worthy of love and belonging.
I believe the fabric of my life is weak,
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of love.
I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics,
She is designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.
And I believe that when life unravels,
God is there to stitch my wounds together, to hold me in the palm of God’s hand,
to tell me of love, and to invite me into a new journey.
Amen.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.
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✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

CREATE

IN

ME

A

CLEAN HEART

BY

MARY RICE HOPKINS

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically
by scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash
can be mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for
opening your heart!

PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

A: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

COMMUNION MUSIC “COME AS YOU ARE”

BY

DAVID CROWDER, MATT MAHER

AND

BEN GLOVER

If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Gluten free
wafers are available upon request. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought
to you, please let an usher know.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C:Amen.

✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you
the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.
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*SENDING HYMN

BEAUTIFUL THINGS

You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE

“YOUR LOVE NEVER FAILS”

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.
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BY

ANTHONY SKINNER

CHRIS MCCLARNEY
ARR. VICTOR LABENSKE

AND

Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

8/28

Alyce Cohen

Mike Fitzcharles

Mary and Louise
Fitzcharles

Gale Krol

Tim Cochran

9/11

Lisa Stokes

Brian Hudgins

Debby Fisher

Jamee Dillon

Kelsey Dillon

9/18

Reilly Dillon

Sharon Smith

Joanna Heldreth

Alyce Cohen

Moe Moczulski

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., August 28

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church and
on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Mon., August 29
Tues., August 30
Wed., August 31
Thurs., September 1 Generosity Team Meeting
Fri., September 2
Sat., September 3
Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Sun., September 4
Combined Worship – 10am in the Sanctuary at St John Lutheran
Church and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2023 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022 and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/23 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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Artist Statement
Begged to Leave (Jesus Heals Legion, A Man Possessed by Demons)
by Hannah Garrity
Inspired by Mark 5:1-20 | Acrylic & ink on canvas
Have you ever seen the illustration of equity vs.
equality?1 There is a young child standing next to a
young teenager and an adult. They all wish to see
over a fence. In the description of equality, they each
get a box that is the same size. The adult now towers
over the fence, the teenager can see, but the child is
still unable to see what’s on the other side. In the
depiction of equity, they each get a different sized
box. Now, all of their heads are peering comfortably
over the fence. Why are we afraid of equity?
In the land of the Gerasenes, Jesus shows us what it looks like. He provides healing for an
outcast of society, the man shows gratitude, and he evangelizes. This sounds like a moment
we would rejoice in. Instead the townspeople beg Jesus to leave. Do they fear scarcity? But
we know that God provides in abundance. Do they fear grace? But we yearn for God’s
grace. Do they fear for their safety?
Why do humans fear the radical grace of God? Why did the people of Gerasene fear Jesus?
We laud Jesus’ work in the gospel as the work we must replicate. We teach our children to
think of what Jesus would do. However, time and again history shows us that when we truly
work toward the embodiment of the gospel, humans interrupt the work. Humans killed
Jesus.
— Hannah Garrity

1

Interaction Institute for Social Change | Artist: Angus Maguire.
11

