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John 20:19-29
Doubting Thomas
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phone: 410-760-3084
website: rejoiceelca.org

C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister
* indicates for the congregation to stand as able
Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.
Mask requirements at Rejoice Fellowship follow the CDC's Community Level. If the level is
Low or Medium, masks are optional. If the level is High, masks are required. Today's level
is posted on our door and welcome table, along with masks for anyone who needs them.
Thank you!

✠ Gathering ✠
WELCOME
PRELUDE
CALL

TO

ON EAGLE'S WINGS

WITH

BE THOU MY VISION

ARR. BY

CAROL TORNQUIST

WORSHIP

A: So much in life is unpredictable.
C: Life begins and ends.
A: The weather changes.
C: Love surprises us.
A: Doors close.
C: Others open.
A: Life is unpredictable, but what we can count on is finding God in this space;
C: For this is God’s house, and all are welcome.
A: So bring your questions and concerns, your doubts and wonderings, for in the midst of
this unpredictable life, we can predict this:
C: Love lives here. Let us worship God.

CALL

TO

CONFESSION

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name.
C: Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

PRAYER

OF

CONFESSION

P: Gracious God, you ask us to follow you, and we respond with logistical questions—
C: How long? Where to? Will we return?
P: You ask us to love each other, and we respond with excuses—
C: I don’t know how. We don’t see eye to eye.
P: You ask us to dream and we get stuck in our own heads—
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C: Change will never come. Is it worth it?
P: You ask us to believe, and like Thomas, we ask for proof—
C: Unless I see the nails in his hands, I cannot believe.
P: Forgive us for our small-minded ways.
C: Open our eyes as you open our hearts.
P: Unravel our doubt. Unravel our unbelief.
C: Lead us to rest in you. Gratefully we pray, Amen.

WORDS

OF

FORGIVENESS

You are invited to stand.

*GATHERING SONG

WE WALK
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BY

FAITH

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*PRAYER

FOR

ILLUMINATION

P: God of unending surprises, this life is a tapestry of moments woven together, and we
long to be weavers of love. Today we gather and pray that you would unravel our bias.
Unravel our assumptions. Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. And as you do,
clear space in our hearts for your Word. We are listening. We are praying.
C: Amen.
You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠
PSALM 27

MY HEART WILL NOT FEAR

Throughout the Unraveled series, our first reading will be a musical adaptation of a psalm,
written by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan. The choir will sing the first verse, then the
congregation is invited to join in the second verse.
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FOCUS TEXT

John 20:19-29
It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind closed
doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among
them. He said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. 21Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” 22Then he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if
you don’t forgive them, they aren’t forgiven.”
19

Thomas, the one called Didymus, one of the Twelve, wasn’t with the disciples when Jesus
came. 25The other disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord!”
24

But he replied, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the wounds left
by the nails, and put my hand into his side, I won’t believe.”
After eight days his disciples were again in a house and Thomas was with them. Even
though the doors were locked, Jesus entered and stood among them. He said, “Peace be
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your
hand into my side. No more disbelief. Believe!”
26

Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!”

28

Jesus replied, “Do you believe because you see me? Happy are those who don’t see and
yet believe.”(CEB)
29

A: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SERMON

PASTOR MADDIE TALLMAN
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HYMN

OF THE

DAY

WHY MUST DOUBT BE SUCH A BAD THING?
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AFFIRMATION

OF

FAITH

A: Together, let us make a declaration of our faith:
C: I believe in God, the Great Seamstress—
Who weaves us together in community, collecting our loose ends and turning
them into belonging.
I believe in the Holy Spirit—
Who hems us in before and behind, catching us when we fall and writing us into
God’s holy narrative.
And I believe in Jesus Christ—
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out, refusing to disregard
anyone as scrap.
I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being,
Making us inherently worthy of love and belonging.
I believe the fabric of my life is weak,
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of love.
I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics,
She is designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.
And I believe that when life unravels,
God is there to stitch my wounds together, to hold me in the palm of God’s hand,
to tell me of love, and to invite me into a new journey.
Amen.

PRAYERS

OF THE

PEOPLE

Following each petition:

A: Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.

SHARING

THE

PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ’s peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠ Meal ✠
CALL

TO

OFFERING

CREATE

IN

ME

A

CLEAN HEART

BY

MARY RICE HOPKINS

Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few
ways: 1) electronically by clicking here: https://tithe.ly/widget/v3/give.js?3; 2) electronically by
scanning the QR code at right to visit our donation page; and 3) physical checks/cash can be
mailed to our office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your
heart!
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PRAYER

OF

OFFERING

A: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

AT THE

TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION

P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

COMMUNION MUSIC

“GIVE ME JESUS”

BY

JEREMY CAMP

If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. Gluten free
wafers are available upon request. Our wine is non-alcoholic. If you would like communion brought
to you, please let an usher know. If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to
gather your own bread and wine or juice to receive the sacrament with us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your
mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C:Amen.
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✠Sending ✠
BLESSING
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you
the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen.
You are invited to stand.

*SENDING HYMN

STAND
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IN THE

CONGREGATION

You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE

“SHOUT

TO THE

LORD”

BY

DARLENE ZSCHECH

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2023 Hymn
licenses are CCLI 11471469 expires 12/31/2022 and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/23 Common English
Bible, copyright © 2012 Prayers by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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Worship Leaders
Thank you to all who serve!
Date

Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter

Altar
Preparer

Usher

8/7

Lisa Stokes

Sharon Smith

Debbie Jones

Jamee Dillon

Kelsey Dillon

8/14

Reilly Dillon

Dave Rinker

Kelsey Dillon

Joanna
Heldreth

Louise Houck

8/21

Nancy Bryant

Teresa Steger

Joanna Heldreth

Alyce Cohen

Moe Moczulski

Thank you also to all our musicians for the gift of music!

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., August 7
Mon., August 8
Tues., August 9
Wed., August 10
Thurs., August 11
Fri., August 12
Sat., August 13
Sun., August 14

Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church

Visual Bible Study – 10:30am in the Rejoice Fellowship classroom
at St John Lutheran Church
Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St John Lutheran
Church
Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St John Lutheran Church
and on FB Live.
Choir Rehearsal – 11:15am at St John Lutheran Church
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Artist Statement
Grieving Thomas (Thomas Meets the Risen Christ)
by Lauren Wright Pittman
Inspired by John 20:19-29 | Graphic image
When the unimaginable happens, we can find ourselves drowning in doubt. We flail,
reaching for something to bolster our faith in a sovereign, living God. Here we see Thomas
needing tangibility: “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, put my finger in the
mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” Thomas has just experienced
the death of his teacher, close companion, and the long-awaited Messiah. Reeling in grief,
Thomas needs a buoy to keep him afloat. Jesus offers Thomas peace, meeting him where
he is instead of offering condemnation or a condescending nickname. He welcomes Thomas
to do what he needs to find footing, but we aren’t told that Thomas actually acts upon the
invitation. Instead, he says, “My Lord and my God!” Thomas is separated from Christ in
death and all he asks is to be close to him again. Instead of poking Christ’s wounds in
doubt, he reclaims relationship with Jesus.
When I visited India, I learned of “St. Thomas Christians.” It is said that during Thomas’
extensive travels he began several churches in southern India. To this day people proudly
identify with his name. These Indian Christians do not define Thomas by his doubt; they
define their own faith by his ministry. They know Christ because of Thomas. Thomas moved
forward from that place of doubt, and his impact stretched to the far southern tip of India.
I chose to depict Thomas rubbing his eyes as he awakens from his grief to the reality that
Christ has not left him. Lotus flowers (a symbol for India) swirl around his head in the
waters that image the depth of his mourning. His ministry blooms out of this raw, authentic
moment of appropriate doubt.
— Lauren Wright Pittman
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