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C: indicates spoken responses by the congregation
P: indicates the Presiding Minister
A: indicates the Assisting Minister

Welcome to worship at Rejoice Fellowship! Helpful instructions for various parts of our
worship will be included throughout this bulletin at relevant places. If you have any
questions, please ask a greeter.

Please note that currently we are asking everyone to wear a mask during worship, out of an
abundance of love, respect and concern for those who are unvaccinated, especially our
children. Thank you.

✠Gathering ✠
WELCOME

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see
scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the
earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when
we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as
ourselves. Amen.

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus,
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.

You are invited to stand.
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GATHERING SONG BEAUTY FOR BROKENNESS

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into
life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your
promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.
C: Amen.

You are invited to sit.

✠ Word ✠
FIRST READING James 2:1-17
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious
Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your
assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the
one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is
poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and
sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the
kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor.
Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they
who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you?
8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the
law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it. 11For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said,
“You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have
become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by
the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no
mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?
Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you
says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their
bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

A: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

You are invited to stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

C: Alleluia. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Alleluia.

THE GOSPEL Mark 7:24-37
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
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24From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did
not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a woman
whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came
and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She
begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be
fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she
answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he
said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she
went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him
aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and
touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,”
that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released,
and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered
them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure,
saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to
speak.”

P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

You are invited to sit.

SERMON BROTHER RYAN ROBERTS

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Following each petition:
A: Lord, in your mercy,
C: Receive our prayer.

SHARING THE PEACE

A: The peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.

You are invited to safely share a greeting of Christ's peace with one another. Please respect the
boundaries of those present, as not everyone will be comfortable shaking hands or hugging yet.

✠Meal ✠
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES
Rejoice Fellowship is blessed by your generosity! Tithes and offerings can be given in a few ways: 1) electronically
by clicking here: https://rb.gy/ryhn0m; 2) physical checks/cash can be placed in the plate as you enter our service
this morning (please alert a greeter if you require assistance); and 3) physical checks/cash can be mailed to our
office at 300 W Maple Rd, Linthicum, MD 21090. Thank you for opening your heart!
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OFFERING PRAYER

C: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to
rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with
the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and faithfulness
endures for age to age... Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we are bold to pray,
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.
If you have joined us in person, you will be guided to the front to receive communion. If you would
like communion brought to you, please let a greeter know.

While our practice is usually to include bread and a cup, we are following the guidance of our
Delaware Maryland Synod ELCA and communing in "one kind," that is, just with bread for now. Our
theological understanding of Holy Communion is that receiving one element, like simply the bread, is
still receiving the entire sacrament. You are welcome to the table.

If you are joining us through Facebook Live, we invite you to gather your own bread and wine or
juice to receive the sacrament with us.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

C: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith
into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing
witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

 ✠Sending ✠
BLESSING

P: Our preparation for ministry is ending.

May God bless you with DISCOMFORT at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial
relationships, so that you may live deep within your heart.

May God bless you with ANGER at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that
you may work for justice, freedom, and peace.

May God bless you with TEARS to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection,
starvation, and war, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and to turn their
pain into joy.

May God bless you with enough FOOLISHNESS to believe that you can make a difference in
this world, so that you can do what others claim cannot be done.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

You are invited to stand.
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SENDING HYMN FOR EVERYONE BORN

You are invited to sit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MISSION BUILDER UPDATE
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POSTLUDE

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Liturgy is reprinted, with permission, from © Augsburg Fortress License #SAS007881 expires 5/31/2022 Hymn
licenses are CCLI  11471469 expires 12/31/2021, and One License # A-719457 expires 4/6/22 New Revised

Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 Gafney, Wil. “The Woman Who Changed Jesus.” Accessed 8/30/2021
[https://www.wilgafney.com/2017/08/20/the-woman-who-changed-jesus/]

Worship Leaders

Date Assisting
Minister

Camera
Person

Greeter Altar Preparer Usher

9/5/21 Gale Krol Sharon Smith Jamee Dillon Gale Krol Tim Cochran

9/12/21 Reilly Dillon Sharon Smith Debbie Jones Joanna Heldreth Moe Mozsulski

9/19/21 Alyce Cohen Teresa Steger Tyler Ridenour Alyce Cohen Louise Houck

Announcements

Meet our guest this week, Brother Ryan Roberts!

Brother Ryan Roberts is a pastor in the ELCA and a novice in the young and little-known
Order of Lutheran Franciscans. He is a father of two and spouse to Pastor Bre of Christ in
Millersville, MD; he tolerates allergies for the joy brought to their home by the family's
beloved cat, Drizzt. He completed an accounting certificate while living in Albuquerque, has
a degree in computer science from the University of Maryland, and keeps current his
bus-driving license that kept him busy during college. He is in his thirty-third year of
playing Dungeons and Dragons, to which he credits his eclectic vocabulary and ability to
recover from embarrasing public mistakes.

Upcoming Guest Preacher

Rejoice Fellowship has been blessed to welcome several guest preachers to worship with
us! Next week, September 12, we welcome Deacon Julie Stecker, Assistant to the Bishop
for Communications, Youth + Family Ministry to worship with us as guest preacher.

What’s Happening This Week
Sun., September 5 Worship – 10am in the Fellowship Hall at St. John’s, and on FB Live
Mon., September 6 Labor Day – Office Closed
Tues., September 7 Worship Team Meeting
Wed., September 8 Youth Group – 7pm
Thurs., September 9
Fri., September 10
Sat., September 11 Knitting Club – 10am in the Friendship Room at St. John’s

Game Day – 2pm on Zoom
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