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elcome and thank you for worshiping with us this morning. We’re glad God has brought
you here to celebrate God’s never-failing love, forgiveness of sins, reconciliation of
relationships, and hope for tomorrow. We hope each and every person feels welcome here.
We trust that our time together will fill you with a sense of joy and hope. May God’s grace and
peace be with you.
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Order of Service: This bulletin will guide you through our worship service. Please note that
congregation responses are printed in bold. Also, please feel free to sit at any time during the
worship service.
Thank-Offering: As a spiritual discipline, we are given an opportunity to
worship by returning to the Lord a portion of our abundance that comes
from God. For those wishing to respond to God’s grace with a financial
Thank-Offering, a “wooden church” box is located in the back of the
worship space or for those who wish to contribute electronically, hover your
mobile device over the QR Code and you will be directed to our giving page.
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GATHER
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
We are invited to stand in body or spirit, as able.
GATHERING SONGS

Come Now Is the Time to Worship

Chorus
Come now is the time to worship
Come now is the time to give your heart
Come just as you are to worship
Come just as you are before your God
Come

Verse 2
Willingly we choose to surrender our lives
Willingly our knees will bow
With all our heart soul mind and strength
We gladly choose You now Chorus
Ending
Come come just as you are come come

Verse 1
One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee will bow
Still the greatest treasure remains
For those who gladly choose You now
Chorus

CCLI Song # 2430948 Brian Doerksen © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Integrity Music) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1249352

We are invited to be seated.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
This is the day that the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Psalm 118:24

We are invited to stand in body or spirit, as able.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Happy are those who delight in the Word of God.
They are like trees planted by streams of water, and they will flourish.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
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SONG OF PRAISE

Now the Feast and Celebration
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GATHERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Extravagant God, you pour out blessings upon us and lead us on the path of true life. Help us to
choose your way again and again, that we might revel in your love and reflect it to all we meet.
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.
We are invited to be seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
SCRIPTURE READING
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
th
A reading from the 30 chapter of Deuteronomy.
15
See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death, and adversity. 16If you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your
God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you
shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are
entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow
down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not
live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and
earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him,
and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the
land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
We are invited to join in praying the following Psalm responsively.

Psalm 1

1

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2
Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
3

They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves
that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper.
4
It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5

Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall be
destroyed.
5

We are invited to stand in body or spirit, as able.
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
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GOSPEL READING
Luke 14:25-33
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the
outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other
allegiances.
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
25
Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever comes
to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even
life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to
build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends
a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple
if you do not give up all your possessions.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
We are invited to be seated.
MESSAGE

The Rev. Alejandro Mejía, Delaware Maryland Synod, ELCA

We are invited to stand in body or spirit as able.
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SONG OF RESPONSE

Will You Come and Follow Me

8

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
We are invited to join our voices together in confessing our faith using the words of the Apostles’
Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
As we center ourselves in prayer we are invited to sing the refrain “All That We Have.” We will
repeat 1x to begin and then 1x following each petition. We are invited to be in the posture of
prayer.
All that we have and all that we offer
comes from a heart both frightened and free.
Take what we bring now and give what we need,
all done in your name.
SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
Matthew 5:23-24
In the gospels Jesus tells us that if we are about to approach the altar and remember that a
brother or sister has something against us, we are to first seek to be reconciled. The greeting of
peace is symbolic of that act of seeking reconciliation. We share the peace of Christ with a kiss,
an embrace, or a handshake. Please be respectful of personal space and those who do not wish
to participate in this symbolic act.
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
After sharing Christ’s peace, we are then invited to be seated.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
INVITATION TO THE THANK-OFFERING
Jesus says if we would learn from him, we must follow him. Large crowds listened to Jesus, but
they turned away when they realized the cost. Jesus said, “None of you can become my disciple
if you do not give up all of your possessions.” Therefore, be generous with the fruit of your life
and labor on behalf of the good we are called to do for Christ.

Thank-Offering: As a spiritual discipline, we are given an opportunity to
worship by returning to the Lord a portion of our abundance that comes
from God. For those wishing to respond to God’s grace with a financial
Thank-Offering, a “wooden church” box is located in the back of the
worship space or for those who wish to contribute electronically, hover your
mobile device over the QR Code and you will be directed to our giving page.
THANK-OFFERING SONG

The Prayer
by David Foster

Combined Musical Artists from
St John Lutheran, St Christopher’s Episcopal and Rejoice Fellowship Congregations
We are invited to stand in body or spirit as able.
THANK-OFFERING PRAYER
We give you thanks this day for the goodness and love that you have shown to us in Christ and
pray your blessing upon these gifts: may they build your love in the world, to the honor of your
name.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
CALL TO CONFESSION
In penitence and in faith, let us confess our sin to the One who waits to pour out mercy upon us.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, we confess that we fail to put our trust in you completely. Instead, we calculate
our gains and losses, hoarding the things that do not lead to abundant life. Forgive us, and
help us to treasure only you, that we may follow you faithfully and discover the blessings
only you can give. Amen.
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DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Beloved, your sins are forgiven. Therefore be at peace to follow the good road, for the Lord
watches over the way of the righteous. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins. Now, as
God’s own forgiven people, go to bring peace, forgiveness, and new life to the world in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION
BLESSING OF HOLY COMMUNION & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
We are invited to be seated.
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
All are invited to receive the gifts of God in Holy Communion. Those not communing are invited
forward for a blessing. Once communion assistants are in place, please come forward via the
center aisle. A minister will first serve you Christ’s body (gluten-free wafers are available upon
request). Please hold out your hands, palms up, to receive The Bread of Life. Then move to the
side towards the next minister, pick up a small glass from the bottom, turn it over and hold it out
to receive Christ’s Blood from the Cup of Everlasting Life (please indicate if you prefer grape
juice). Once you have received the gifts of God please return via the side aisles for additional
personal prayers, reflections and singing. There will be a basket to receive your empty glass at
the side aisles. When serving the bread and wine, the ministers will say “The body of Christ,
given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” You are then invited to respond to each
by saying “Amen” or “Thanks be to God.” If you would like the meal to be brought to you where
you are seated, please indicate so and we will be honored to bring The Lord’s Supper to you.
COMMUNION IS SERVED
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Thanks be to God.
As the community receives Christ in bread and wine, we are invited to pray and/or join our voices
in the following songs.
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COMMUNION SONGS

How Firm a Foundation

12

Let Us Break Bread Together

13

I Am the Bread of Life
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Once all have received the Bread of Heaven and Cup of Salvation, we are invited to stand in body
or spirit.
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
grace. Amen.

SEND
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING
Your chains are broken; your prison doors are open. Go forth, then, with joy to live as one with
the God who sends you out. Let the hope that is in you, free you daily that through you, the Holy
Spirit may free others.
Now may the power that is in Christ Jesus, the strength of the Holy Spirit to baptize and save,
and the fierce love of God, the Creator, keep you in grace and truth. May Christ love incarnate –
Father, Son and Holy Spirit – bless and guide you this day and always. Amen.
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SENDING SONG

Thine Is the Glory

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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